33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time A - 15 November 2020
First Reading

Prv 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31
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A reading from the book of Proverbs

A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence
in her, from her he will derive no little profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the days of her life.
She is always busy with wool and with flax, she does her work with eager hands. She sets her hands to the
distaff, her fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor, she opens her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a share in what
her hands have worked for, and let her works tell her praises at the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 127:1-5. R. v.1

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord.
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord
3.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
and walk in his ways!
the man who fears the Lord.
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)
in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your life. (R)
2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Thes 5:1-6

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you know
very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How
quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant
woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade it.
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons
of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as
everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 15:4. 5

Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 25:14-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third
one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The man who had received the five talents promptly
went and traded with them and made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same
way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The
man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with
five talents; here are five more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your
master’s happiness.” Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with
two talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your
master’s happiness.” Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid,
and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I
have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who
has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from
the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out
into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer

Dear People of God
The first reading of today talks about a perfect wife – how a blessing she is to her husband and household. Looking
at it many will think, and rightly so, that it is a teaching meant for women: widows, wives, and wives-to-be. But
more to the interpretation is the fact that the reading refers to the Church, the wife of Christ our God. In his letter to
the Ephesians, chapter five, St Paul tells us that the relationship between husband and wife should mirror the relationship between Christ and his Church as Christ is the husband of the Church. And so, the Church should exemplify the perfect wife of today’s reading. It should be noted also that in that same passage where St Paul talked about
this relationship between Christ and His Church, he also mentioned that we are the Church. To quote him, here is
what he says: “In the same way, husbands must love their wives as they love their own bodies. A man who loves his
wife loves himself. For no one has ever hated his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, as Christ does
the church. For we are parts of his body—of his flesh and of his bones” (Eph. 5:28-30).
The perfect wife as described in the first reading is a shining light in a family, the joy of her husband. She should be
praised for her hard-work and her works should tell of her praises at the city gates. She is worthy of trust and worthy
of praise. She is industrious, diligent, hard-working, and generous. All this is what is expected of the Church, of us
members of Christ’s body the Church. St Paul in today’s second reading, tells us not to fall into spiritual laziness
(sloth) thinking all is ‘quiet and peaceful’, for the Day of the Lord is coming like a thief. We should shine like light
in this dark world because Christ has given us His light and made us children of light. Indeed, we are the light of the
world. Therefore, “we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober”
Each of us, members of Christ’s body have received in different proportion, different gifts: talents, treasure and time.
We should put them to use, creating more talents, treasures and time for others. The perfect wife of the first reading
“is always busy with wool and with flax, she does her work with eager hands. She sets her hands to the distaff; her
fingers grasp the spindle”. Buttressing this fact, St Peter says: “As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each
of you should use whatever gift he has received to serve one another. If anyone speaks, he should speak as one conveying the words of God. If anyone serves, he should serve with the strength God supplies, so that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:1011).
In the light of the above, the Parable of the Talent, which was read in today’s gospel, makes sense. Unlike St Luke
who used money to describe what the master handed over to the servants, Matthew used ‘talent’ to show that we are
not talking merely of human business but spiritual business as well. We are gifted differently – some have one talent,
some two, some three, some five or more. What have we done with them to make our Master proud of us? Or do we
want to hear it said to us: “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather
where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return, I
would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the
five talents”. To escape falling into such state we should overcome all forms of Spiritual laziness which gives us reasons and excuses, (and weakens us) whenever we want to work for God.
Dear friends, let us overcome our fears, ignorance, doubts, and shame (FIDS) that are obstacles to our faith. Those
were the problems the servant who received one talent had. Life is full of risks and uncertainties. The greatest and
best kind of risk is the risk of faith. For the Holy Scripture says that “the people who are loyal to their God shall
stand firm and take action” (Dan. 11:32b, NRSVCE). May God help us to be hard-working and fruitful in the soul
winning business of our Lord and Master, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

29th November 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Elgin Radecki

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Joseph Guinea, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

November 15, 2020
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you have been faithful in small matters, I will give you great
responsibilities.” - Matthew 25:21
God calls us to nurture and develop the gifts He has given us and then generously return a portion with increase. He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the gifts He has given us. He expects us to grow our gifts,
use them wisely and be generous with them. Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in proportion to all
that God has given us. https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections

ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
When it comes to end of life, it’s important for everyone to discuss their wishes in terms of care and their desire for
Interventions and to have this documented in an advanced care plan. Everyone should have access to quality palliative
care.
To explore a Catholic perspective on end-of-life and the need for quality palliative care, rather than ‘assisting dying’
visit: love to the end/archbne

MASSES FOR ALL SOULS

November is traditionally the month when we remember and pray for all our departed loved ones.
Envelopes are available at the entrance to the church.
Please complete and either return to the office or place
on the collection plate.
All the names will be placed in our Book of Remembrance and Masses will be offered throughout the
month.
COVID-19 Mass Guidelines
Dear Parishioners
All parishioners who wish to attend any or all of
the weekday or Sunday Masses must now ring or
email the office to have their name included in the
list for that particular day. If you wish to attend
daily and/or weekend (Sunday) Mass, your name
can be listed for the entire month of November if
you let us know and then you do not have to contact
us until the end of November to re-register for the
following month.
Unfortunately many people are under the
assumption that they do not need to register but it is
a requirement of the Archdiocese that we must
comply with. Please note: The Government’s social
distancing guidelines will also apply. With the new
cases reported in Queensland we ask for your
prayers.

PLEASE NOTE; THERE WILL NOT BE A
10.30 AM MASS AT ST BRIGID’S ON
SUNDAY 29TH NOVEMBER.
SACRAMERNTAL PREPARATION SCHEDULE
Meetings for First Eucharist are:
15th November 9.30am to 10.30am continuation of Retreat
21st November 6.00pm First Eucharist
22nd November 8.30am First Eucharist
W ord

WORD OF LIFE ACADEMY - - Come
and pray with the Word of God . Every last Saturday of the month from 10 am to 12 noon at
St Brigid’s Parish.
Next meeting is Saturday
28th November 2020.
All Welcome .
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 8th November 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

588.30 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1165.90 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This appeal will be held in our Parish on the weekend of 5th & 6th December.
A list of the items that are needed to fill Hampers for this appeal are as follows: Shortbread
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot. Donations of any toys would also be
appreciated. Please donate items by 13th December.
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need.

