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Is 63:16-17; 64:1. 3-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, Our Redeemer is your ancient name. Why, Lord, leave us to stray from
your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you? Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your
inheritance. Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down – at your Presence the mountains
would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you act like this for those who trust him. You
guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in mind. You were angry when we were sinners; we
had long been rebels against you. We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing.
We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind. No one invoked your name or
roused himself to catch hold of you. For you hid your face from us and gave us up to the power of our sins.
And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work of your hand.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19 R. v.4

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
3.
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help. (R.)
2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

Second Reading

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.)

1 Cor 1:3-9

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have
been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed
been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.

Gospel Acclamation

Ps 84:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 13:33-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will come.
It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his own
task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find
you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear Friends in Christ
On this first Sunday of Advent in Year B, Isaiah reminds us of two things: first, of the need to invoke the name of the
Lord, to call upon Him that He may “tear the heavens open and come down” because we really need Him now more
than ever; second, to arouse ourselves to catch hold of Him and cling to Him, as he comes. This means that we should
stay awake in prayers and be watchful of our ways, as Jesus commands us in today’s Gospel reading.
We need to be awake and watchful because He comes, as he said, in unexpected and disguised forms. In the Book of the
Prophet Malachi, God says “the lord whom you seek will come suddenly to his temple; The messenger of the covenant
whom you desire — see, he is coming! says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand
firm when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, and like a launderer’s soap”. Those questions capture another
Advent theme: penitence. We need to bring out our “filthy clothing” even “that integrity of ours” needs to be washed in
the blood of Jesus (like the launderer’s soap) and refined in the fire of His Spirit.
Sure the Lord comes every Christmas, every Sunday and every day. But some might fail to recognise the time of their
Divine visitation. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus wept for the impending destruction of Jerusalem because they did not
recognise the time when God’s Son, Jesus Christ visited to save them (Luke 19:44). Just as Jesus said, Jerusalem was
completely destroyed in 70 CE – no “stone was left upon another”. That could allegorically point to the sad end of those
who fail to recognise Him as he comes to us at Christmas and always.
The case of those who lived in Jerusalem during the time of Jesus might be different from ours, in the sense that the Baby
Jesus was born physically, He grew up among them, they saw him listened to him but failed to see He was God their
saviour, who came to save them. But how could he have saved them when they freely rejected and chose to do away with
Him? However, the difference is not much because Jesus is still with us today in different ways and only the watchful and
desirous people can recognise Him: in our poor and needy brothers and sisters, in the prayers and songs of the faithful in
the Church, in the Holy Eucharist, in the Priest who preaches in His name, in the Holy Scriptures, and in Mary, the Ark
of the New Covenant when we say the Rosary.
How do we recognise Him then? All that is needed in order to recognise Him whenever He comes are the grace of God
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit for which St Paul in today’s second reading gave thanks to God that the Corinthian
Church “received through Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:4). These graces and gifts of the Spirit come to us when we wait in
prayer and are watchful of our ways. Then God will enrich us in “so many ways, especially in [our] teachers and
preachers” (1 Cor. 1:5) who teach and preach on how to recognise and catch hold of Jesus - never to let go of Him - whenever he comes to us individually and communally.
Another message from Isaiah in today’s first reading that is ad rem to Advent, in preparation for Christmas, is the
penitential tone of his prayer. His prayer is an expression of a desperate desire for God. He prayed like someone who was
really in need of God. That is how we should be preparing for the coming of the Messiah – the reason for the season.
Isaiah was not asking to know God because he already knows that God is “our Father”, ‘”Our Redeemer”, “the Potter”
while we, “the work of His hand” are the clay. Isaiah prays rather, for the real manifestation of God’s presence. He prays
for a special sign of conviction of God’s presence in our midst. He prays: “Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and
come down – at your Presence the mountains would melt”. He prays that God would reveal Himself with signs and
wonder indicative of His Presence. He understood that left alone, and unaided by God’s grace and mercy, we cannot see
Him.
We are clay ash and dust, poor sinners that need the Master Potter and Great Refiner, to refine and mould us into shape.
He is the only one who can purify us and make us fit for Himself. That way, we shall be for real, the masterpiece of His
perfect work of creation. Today, as we light the Candle of Hope, may we never fall into despair as we keep awake in
prayer and watch our ways. Repenting of our sins, we wait and watch for our Redeemer and Refiner.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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St Andrew, apostle

R1: Rom 10:9-18
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
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20th December 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Elgin Radecki, Bruce Hudson

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are happy to announce that the Parish Pastoral Council has been formed. We are planning for the official
inauguration of the Council. And to that end, a meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th December 2020 at the usual venue
as previously advised.
Also, there will be a Parish Finance Council meeting on Tuesday15th December 2020 at the Parish Office. Current and
new members have been advised previously.

A VOCATION VIEW: The Word of God becomes the flesh
of God when YOU live it in your life. Believe what you read
Live what you believe. Be another Christ.
It’s Advent; almost Christmas! A season of dreams comes
true. Be on guard. The Lord may call you to follow him.
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if you
wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website: www.bne.catholic.net.au.

The Policy is on our website

St Brigid’s Primary School, Nerang Aid to the Church in Need
The churches are locked but let us offer Masses for our
Change of Leadership
world. We are arranging this bouquet because the Mass is
We wish to inform you all that the Leadership of the
Parish Primary School will change at the end of this year
following the appointment of Mr David Sewell as the
Principal of St Vincent’s Primary School, Clear Island
Waters in the Surfers Paradise Parish. David has worked
tirelessly to transform and uplift St Brigid’s Primary School
to an enviable height through his building renovations and
wonderful innovations, especially in fashioning a renewed
mission statement and developing ‘The St Brigid’s Way’. He
brought about lots of positive changes to the school, both
spiritually, structurally and academically. He will be greatly
missed at St Brigid’s. Our loss, their gain. Thank you, Dave.

the most perfect prayer and prayer is multiplied when
united. It is as if each person brings a single rose, yet when
combined, the beauty is shared by all. Especially when we
are deprived the grace to attend Mass and receive the
Eucharist, this bouquet unites the participants in a particular
way to a Mass that is offered for their intentions. Please
visit, www.aidtochurch.org/coronavirus for more

information

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

On the same note, we welcome the newly appointed
Principal of the School: Mr Matthew Vine. Prior to his
appointment Matthew has been part of the Admin Team of
St Brigid’s, holding the position of Teacher Leader since the
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021
beginning of 2020. Before joining the Admin staff of
St Brigid’s Primary School, Matthew served as the Principal Are you or someone you know thinking of becomof St Patrick’s Primary School, Nanango for 12 years and
ing a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St
made his mark there.
They will fully assume their new roles in January next year.
Hopefully, Dave and Matt will be worshipping with us this
Sunday at the 8.30am Mass . We say a big congratulations
to both great men on their promotions and wish them the
best as we offer our prayerful support.

Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the
Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.

Enrolment Forms will be available from next week
and should be handed in to the office by the end of
December.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 22nd November 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

652.70 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1046.40 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This appeal will be held in our Parish on the weekend of 5th & 6th December.
A list of the items that are needed to fill Hampers for this appeal are as follows: Shortbread
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot. Donations of any toys would also be
appreciated. Please donate items by 13th December.
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need.

