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    PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 
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OFFICE HOURS:  Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm 

   

2nd Sunday of Advent B - 6 December 2020 
 

First Reading    Is 40:1-5. 9-11    A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God.  ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her 
time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.  Make a straight 
highway for our God across the desert.  Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let 
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind 
shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. Shout 
with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.  Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God.’  Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him.  The prize of his victory is with 
him, his trophies all go before him.  He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms,  
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.  
 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 

(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  3. The Lord will make us prosper 
a voice that speaks of peace,     and our earth shall yield its fruit.    
peace for his people.      Justice shall march before him 
His help is near for those who fear him   and peace shall follow his steps.  (R.) 
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 

 

Second Reading    2 Pt 3:8-14    A reading from the second letter of St Peter 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody 
else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be 
brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, 
the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up. 

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and 
long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What 
we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness will 
be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that 
he will find you at peace. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel    Mk 1:1-8    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah:   Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way.  A voice cries in the 
wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and so it was that John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the  
people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they  
confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the 
course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I 
am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

                              Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 

     Second Sunday of Advent B - 6 December 2020 

My dear People of God 
 

As we all know, Christmas is the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah. It is the celebration of 

his coming which historically happened when he was born to the Virgin Mary, is happening mystically this time 

around and will happen eschatologically as he is yet to come at his second coming. So, there was his first coming 

which happened in Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph present. And there will be his second coming at the end of 

time. But still there are the ever present comings of Jesus Christ which take place every day of our lives. This  

in-between comings make the first coming a reality in our time and space. It also make the second coming a sure and 

certain hope. These in-between comings of Jesus Christ connects in a mysterious way the first coming with the  

second coming, making them one single coming that anyone who receives him every day will never doubt the reality 

of the first coming nor worry about the second coming. It is a mystery that he came, he is coming and he will come 

again - all happening at the same time. 
 

Having been taught that the Lord is coming soon (see Revelation 3:11; 22:12,20), the early Christians took that  

teaching literally. But the second coming did not happen as soon as they had expected. They were under Jewish and  

Roman persecutions. The nascent Church of Christ was in great distress and Christians were being killed and tortured 

at the time the Second Letter of St Peter was written. That was around 65 – 68 CE, during the persecution of the  

Roman Emperor Nero under whose authority St Peter was killed. Exhausted with waiting in the face of all the evils, 

some began to doubt the veracity of the doctrine of the second coming. ‘Why is the Lord delaying in coming to save 

his people from the evils that are affecting them?’ they would ask. Their hope was turning into despair. No doubt, 

most people ask the same question even today after two thousand years of the promise that the Lord is coming soon. 
 

The second reading, from the Second Letter of St Peter offers us an answer: the mystery of the Eternal Now of God. 

Peter tells us that we should never forget that with the Lord, “a day can mean a thousand years and a thousand years 

is like a day”. The Lord is not delaying in coming. Based on that, it becomes possible that he came, he comes and he 

will come all at once because he was, he is and he is to come (Rev. 1:8). We only calculate in time and space but God 

calculates in eternity. In him everything is ever present. And so, in the eternal now of God, yesterday and today and 

forever is the same. Anyone who is on his side, in his wagon will not be overtaken by his wagon because they are  

already in it. 
 

However, because we still live in time and space, we are called on this second Sunday of Advent to prepare the way 

of the Lord as he comes. We have to make a straight highway for God across the desert, across the spiritually,  

economically and uncertain dry areas of our lives for the Lord to walk through. We have to fill every valley of  

spiritual laziness, sadness, dejection, etc. with prayers, sacred songs and studies of the Holy Bible. And we should 

also  lay low every mountain of sinful pride, sinful pleasures, unrepentance, etc. in fact, we should avoid or fix  

anything that will prevent the Lord from entering into our hearts and homes anew at this Christmas. 
 

If we miss him coming into our hearts and homes, we will miss also all that he brings: his prize of victory over all 

things militating against our salvation and wellbeing; his trophies; and his shepherding acumen that nourishes, heals 

and soothes. We should not wait for his coming to spring on us like a thief. While we are waiting, we should, as  

St Peter said in today’s second reading, “do our best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find” us at peace 

and prepared. 

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 



CHRISTMAS MASS & RECONCILIATION TIMES 

Reconciliation-  Saturday    12th December  - 10am – 11am 
                 Monday      14th December     7:30am — 8am 
                              Wednesday 16th December      6:20pm —  7pm 
 

Christmas Carols by Nerang Adonai Youth  will be on 19th December after 6.00pm Vigil Mass  
 

Carols  by Parish Choir for 15 minutes prior to Christmas Vigil & Mid-
night Mass  
 

Mass Times 
 Christmas Eve—Vigil Mass 6.00pm  
 Christmas Day—Midnight 12.00am; Morning  8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

New Years Eve—11.45pm 31st December 
 

New Years Day—9.00am 
 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, everyone is required to book to attend any of the above masses.  
Please phone or email the  parish office .    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
CHURCHES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 
 
 

[[  
 

St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 

   
 

 
SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

 
 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  CHRISTMAS APPEAL  
 

This appeal will be held in our Parish this weekend, the 5th & 6th December. 
A list of the items  that are needed to fill Hampers for this appeal are as follows:  Shortbread  
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,  
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot.  Donations of any toys would also be  
appreciated.  Please donate items by 13th December. 
 
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need. 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm   

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am                                                            
       10.30am   except 20th December 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,           

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
    

Next Mass at St John’s    20th December 2020 

 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 
6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 
5572 5433    

John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 
5598 2165 

University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 
5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    Roque and Olga Camara, Bossuet and Ashley 
Fernandes,   Bruce Hudson            

 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey,   Peter Doring,   
John Sweeny,  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,   
(Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,     Patricia Smith,   Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,   
Joan Gordon,   Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller,  Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,  
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Par-

ish Nerang as part of the Archdio-

cese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY 

AND  ADHERE TO THE  RE-

QUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY 

ACT & THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVA-

CY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy  Act 

impacts upon us all today and if you 

wish to  peruse the Compliance Re-

quirements and the Privacy Act, 

please go to the Archdiocesan Web-

site:   www.bne.catholic.net.au. 

The Policy is  on our website 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021 
 

 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming 

a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2021 at St Brig-
id’s Parish commences shortly.  Please call the Par-
ish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 
 

Enrolment Forms  will be available from next week 
and should be handed in to the office by the end of 

December. 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  29th November  2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  625.25  For Clergy Support  (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1170.05   For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our  
prayers, and of your divine rewards.                            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We are happy to announce that the Parish Pastoral Council has been formed. We are planning for the official  
inauguration of the Council. And to that end, a meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th December 2020 at the usual venue 
as previously advised. 
 

Also, there will be a Parish Finance Council meeting on Tuesday15th December 2020 at the Parish Office. Current and 
new members have been advised previously. 

 

Week-day Mass Readings 
Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 7/12/20 St Ambrose, bishop, doctor R1: Is 35:1-10 Lk 5:17-26 

Tues 8/12/20 Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

R1: Gen 3:9-15,20; Eph 1:3-6,11-

12  

Lk 1:26-38 

Wed 9/12/20  R1: Is  40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30 

Thurs 10/12/20   R1:  Is 41:13-20 Mt 11:11-15 

Fri 11/12/20   R1: Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19 

  
 
 

                        A VOCATION VIEW: The Word of God becomes the flesh      
      of God when YOU live it in your life. Believe what you read  
          Live what you believe. Be another Christ. 
 
      It’s Advent; almost Christmas! A season of dreams comes  
          true. Be on guard. The Lord may call you to follow him. 
 
 
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane: 
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au  vocationbrisbane.com.au 


