Third Sunday of Advent B - 13 December 2020
First Reading

Is 61:1-2. 10-11

Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10

(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.

1 Thes 5:16-24

3.

He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because this is what God expects
you to do in Christ Jesus.
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything – hold
on to what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul
and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and he will not fail you.

Gospel Acclamation

Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 1:6-8. 19-28
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Dear People of God

1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.)
2. The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)

Second Reading
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good
news to the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. ‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has
clothed me in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom
wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels. ‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden
makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord make both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.’

Responsorial Psalm

Third Sunday of Advent B - 13 December 2020

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so
that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. This is
how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who
are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you?
We must take back an answer to those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I
am, as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.’ Now these
men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you
are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands
among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising.

The gospel reading of this third Sunday of Advent focuses on the identity and mission of John the Baptist as the
forerunner of Christ. We heard the priests and Levites asking him, “Who are you?”. He did not claim to be who he
wasn’t, nor did he allow people to cajole him into accepting a name or title that wasn’t his. He knew who he was – “a
voice that cries in the wilderness - prepare the way for the Lord”. He knew he was here to prepare the way (into people’s
hearts and homes) for the Lord who comes. What he was doing (his mission) defined who he was (his identity).
John was a great man, a great prophet. Jesus in Matthew 11:11 and Luke 7:28 said that among all those born of women
there is no one greater than John the Baptist. He was a cousin to Jesus. Had the privilege of dancing in his mother’s womb
when Mary carried Jesus to their house. At the presence of Jesus in Mary’s womb, John was baptised with the Holy Spirit
while in the womb. He enjoyed the friendship of God. He himself baptised Jesus. One day, as Jesus was passing by, John
disclosed to his disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God. At that most of his followers left him and followed Jesus. That
made some of his disciples complain. “Master” they said, “the Man you baptised the other day is up the Jordan baptising,
and all people are trooping to him”. On hearing that, John replied: “My joy is now complete. He must increase and I
must decrease” (John 3:29-30).
However, John with all his greatness and goodness, all that he did for God and for his Christ, did not find it easy at all.
Firstly, he lived in the wilderness, wore animal skins as his clothes and ate wild locusts and honey. He was imprisoned for
speaking out and condemning the evil of the king for his adulterous union with his brother’s wife. While in prison he
heard of all the signs and wonders Jesus was doing. Expecting Jesus to do something for his release, he sent two of his
disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Matthew 11:3). Jesus told
them to go back to John and tell him what they saw and heard which showed that he was doing all that was prophesied
about him as the Messiah: The blind received their sight, the lame walked, those who had leprosy were being healed, the
deaf heard, the dead were raised, and the good news was being proclaimed to the poor. And then Jesus added. “Blessed is
anyone who does not stumble on account of me”.
Part of the prophecy about the Messiah, as we read from the first reading of this Sunday, was that the Messiah would
liberate captives and set prisoners free. So, John was right when he expected Jesus the Messiah to set him free. But Jesus
did not come to his rescue until he was beheaded. Jesus’ failure to save John could be a stumbling block to faith in him as
a saviour. Jesus knew, and so he added “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me”.
My dear brothers and sisters, some people are really suffering here in our country, but more especially in my country. I
don’t need to cite examples because they are everywhere – the COVID, violent protests, the killings and kidnappings,
people losing their jobs and businesses. Some are living in fear and uncertainty. Many have prayed and fasted, some
calling on God every night with tears flowing like streams. Why would God allow all these to happen? That’s a question
for him when we meet him. However, our faith that he can change our situation should not stumble even if he apparently
delays in saving us. His ways are not our ways. No matter the situation, we are required to stick to our identity and
mission, rejoicing in the Lord always, remaining constant in prayer and being grateful to God (see second reading).
So, the question for all of us is still the same question the priests and Levites asked John: “Who are you?” To that I would
answer: we are Christians called to be salt to the earth and light to the world, called to hold on to what is good and avoid
every form of evil especially as Christmas draws near (see second reading). If we must suffer let it be for a time and not
forever. We should live a good life loving and caring for one another, proclaiming the good news and the year of God’s
favour to everyone even in our sufferings. Like some people would say, anyone who spent a life’s savings in buying a
golden casket for burial has incurred double losses. We are walking dead people anyway. It is just a matter of time. If we
spend our life living only for the here and now, and not preparing for eternity, our life will be an eternal loss.

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be
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Principal

9.00am

to be advised

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am except 20th December

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

St John of the Cross, priest &
doctor

R1: Num 24:2-7, 15-17

Mt 21:23-27

15/12/20

R1: Zeph 3:1-2, 9-13

Mt 21:28-32

Wed

16/12/20

R1: Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-25

Lk 7:19-23

Thurs

17/12/20

R1: Gen 49:2, 8-10

Mt 1:1-17

Fri

18/12/20

R1: Jer 23:5-8

Mt 1:18-24

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

Reconciliation-

Saturday 12th December - 10am – 11am
Monday 14th December 7:30am — 8am
Wednesday 16th December 6:20pm — 7pm

Carols by Parish Choir for 15 minutes prior to Christmas Vigil & Midnight Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Next Mass at St John’s

Memorials/Feasts

CHRISTMAS MASS & RECONCILIATION TIMES

Sunday Mass

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

20th December 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Roque and Olga Camara, Bossuet and Ashley
Fernandes, Bruce Hudson
We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021
Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St
Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms will be available from next week and should be handed in to the office by the end of
December.
A VOCATION VIEW: The Word of God becomes the flesh
of God when YOU live it in your life. Believe what you read
Live what you believe. Be another Christ.
It’s Advent; almost Christmas! A season of dreams comes
true. Be on guard. The Lord may call you to follow him.
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY
AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY
ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
impacts upon us all today and if you
wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website: www.bne.catholic.net.au.

The Policy is on our website

Mass Times

Christmas Eve—Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Christmas Day—Midnight 12.00am; Morning 8:00 am and 10:00 am

New Years Eve—11.45pm 31st December
New Years Day—9.00am

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, everyone is required to book to attend any of the above masses.
Please phone or email the parish office .
December 13, 2020

3rd Sunday of Advent

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18
This scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice always”
means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you need. “Pray constantly” means prayer should be a
running conversation with God throughout the whole day, every day. “Give thanks in all circumstances” means
even in bad situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit helps build empathy for others in similar situations and
shows our dependence on God. https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections

Congratulations On Your Wedding.

On this Sunday of joy in Advent, 13th December 2020, we
rejoice with Wolfgang and Patricia who celebrate their wedding @ 80s today. We pray God to bless their marriage.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 6th December 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

732.10 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1185.60 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This is the last week-end to donate items for the Christmas Appeal.
A list of the items that are needed to fill Hampers for this appeal are as follows: Shortbread
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard,
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot. Donations of any toys would also be
appreciated. Please donate items by 13th December.
Let us all dig deep to help give a brighter Christmas to those in need.

