Fourth Sunday of Advent B - 20 December 2020
First Reading

2 Sm 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16

Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. (R.)
2. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 16:25-27

3.

He will say to me: ‘You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.’
I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good News I preach, and in which I
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must
be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 1:26-38
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A reading from the second book of Samuel

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding him,
the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a
tent’. Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’
But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:
‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all
your expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the
greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that
place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the days
when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make
you great; the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are laid to rest with your
ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me and
your throne be established for ever."'

Responsorial Psalm

Fourth Sunday of Advent B - 20 December 2020

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly
favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are
to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its
shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth
has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for
nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to
me.’ And the angel left her.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
In today’s Gospel reading, St Luke tries to situate the birth of Jesus within the eternal and unfolding plan of God, made
manifest through the Israelites’ history. He tries to see in Jesus, the fulfilment of the Word of God in the first reading.
Joseph, the husband of Mary, was of the House of David. Jesus would be born as the son of Joseph. He would be great
and be “called Son of the Most High” and the Lord God would “give him the throne of his ancestor David” to “rule the
House of Jacob for ever”. All these words spoken by the Angel to Mary in Luke’s Gospel agree with the Promise made to
David in the first reading:
The Lord will make you great; the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are
laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty
secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your House and your sovereignty will always stand
secure before me and your throne be established for ever.
We find the images used by the Prophet Nathan when he was addressing King David being picked up by St Luke in his
Gospel to describe Jesus and His mission. Jesus is that son of David whose Sovereignty has stood secure over two
thousand years and whose throne is established for ever. All of that happened within the overall plan of God. But we have
to note that this plan waited for people like Nathan and David, Joseph and Mary to show their hunger for goodness and
holiness, their desire to please God, their resolve to do something great for God, for the plan to be revealed. God
described David as a man after His own heart (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). The Angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Rejoice, so
highly favoured! The Lord is with you”. Nathan was a holy prophet and in St Matthew’s Gospel, Joseph is described as a
righteous man (Matthew 1:19).Now the question is, if David, Nathan, Joseph and Mary had not disposed themselves to
obey God at all costs and to think of ways to please him, would God’s plan still be fulfilled? I don’t think so, because God
waits for humans to say “Yes” to his will before it comes to pass. And the more we say “Yes” to those little but holy
thoughts of greatness and goodness in us, the more the bigger plan is revealed to us. Just think about the many people
who put aside or neglect these holy thoughts of greatness and goodness every day, forgetting that there are great blessings
attached to every good thought of kindness to God, His Church, and fellow human beings.
We should not neglect them. David had that thought of building God a befitting house. And God not only approved of
his resolve to do it, but also gave him and his entire linage an everlasting throne and established his house as an
everlasting kingdom. Mary thought of giving herself, body and soul in virginity and humility to God and God, not only
preserved her virginity by lavishing grace on her, but also gave Himself whole and entire (in His Son Jesus) to Mary, the
Mother of God and to the entire world. We should always remember that those little but great holy thoughts are from
God to secure our “yes” to His great plan. St Paul says: “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets,
but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thess. 5:19-22 NRSVCE). Every good
thought comes from the Lord, the Holy Spirit who prompts and inspires us to holiness, goodness and greatness. St Paul
again says: “work out your salvation with fear and trembling. For God is the one who, for his good purpose, works in
you both to desire and to work” (Philippians 2:12b-13, NABRE). And in another place he warns us saying: “do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30, NIV).
The desire to do good and great things and the power to fulfil those desires are all God-given, they come from God for His
own great and good purpose. However, we should train ourselves to be open to those thoughts and be willing to obey at
all times. And St Paul’s advice is ad rem here: “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things” (Philippians 4:8, NRSVCE). Let us then, as we prepare to receive the Baby
King Jesus this Christmas, have good and great holy thoughts on how to please God and make others happy, knowing full
well that God is never outdone in goodness, mercy and generosity.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

21/12/20

R1: Song 2:8-14

Lk 1:39-45

Tues

22/12/20

R1: 1 Sam 1:24-28

Lk 1:46-56

Wed

23/12/20

R1: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24

Lk 1:57-66

Thurs

24/12/20

Vigil

Mt 1:1-25

Fri

25/12/20

Christmas Day

R1: Is 62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17, 2225
R1: Is 52:7-10, Heb 1:1-6

9.00am

to be advised

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am except 20th December

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

Carols by Parish Choir for 15 minutes prior to Christmas Vigil & Midnight Mass

Mass Times

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Next Mass at St John’s

Jn 1:1-18

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

Sunday Mass

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Week-day Mass Readings

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Christmas Eve—Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Christmas Day—Midnight 12.00am; Morning 8:00 am and 10:00 am

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

New Years Eve—11.45pm 31st December

9.30 am

New Years Day—9.00am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

24th January 2021

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, everyone is required to book to attend any of the above masses.
Please phone or email the parish office .
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 13th December 2020

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens and Hal Ward

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Bob Bigg, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey,
Peter Doring, John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021
Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St
Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms are now available and should be handed in to the office by the end of December.

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

539.35 For Clergy Support (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)
1468.30 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

STEWARDSHIP 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you”- Luke 1 :28
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her entire life was lived in obedience to God’s call. Mary teaches us to live with joy
for all we have been given. Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ. Like Mary, we are called to
reflect Christ’s light to the world through our gratitude and generosity.
(Accessed on December 8, 2020 from https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-insets/weekly-bible-reflections)
PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one
of them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

A VOCATION VIEW: Every person who has ever born a
child, and every person who has freely vowed away this
honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring Jesus
Christ in to this world again.
Can you say: “ Forever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord”?
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish
Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE
TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy
Act impacts upon us all today and if you
wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to
the Archdiocesan Website:
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is
on our website

GIVING CHRISTMAS KINDNESS
All parishioners are invited to bring a wrapped Christmas Gift to the Mass they are attending during the Christmas period. This Christmas Gift will go to anybody at the Mas who is blessed to receive it. Let’s us
offer gifts to the new born King who identifies with our brothers and sisters. (Between $5 and $10 worth of gift)

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page
at: https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Ryder Reginald Merritt who is being baptised this weekend. We pray that he will grow
in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God all his life's journey. We pray for his Family
and Godparents.

