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     The Feast of the Holy Family YR B  27 December 2020 

Dear Brethren in Christ 
 

Just a few days ago, we celebrated Christmas. It was a joy to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ into a family. Therefore, it 
is fitting to celebrate the solemn feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph on this Sunday following Christmas. 
Most people talk about how important family is to them. Most of us cherish our respective families more than anything else. 
And that is how it should be, except for the attachment of some to their nuclear family of Dad, Mum and siblings to the  
exclusion of the larger and wider family of kin and tribes, Church and world. How do we see our relationship within these 
wider communities? Like Jesus asked: “Who is my mother (father)? Who are my brothers (sisters)?” (Matthew 12:48; see 
also Mark 3:33; bracketed words added). 
 

Jesus’ question throws light on the question of the different strata of family ties and how people are expected to grow  
progressively in maturity from one stratum to the next level. Family can be defined in terms of the nuclear family, extended 
family, the racial (or tribal) family, the ecclesial (or Church family) and the universal family of humankind. How we  
understand the importance of each of these family strata is very important in defining our relationship with one another and 
with God. Jesus, in coming into the human family has taught us how we should belong fully to each stratum of the family, 
loving and caring for one another. 
 

In the first reading, Abraham was promised he would be the father of countless descendants. And in Genesis 17:4-6, God 
repeated the promise of making him the father of many nations. God kept His promises, for God is ever faithful. We can 
trust His promises. Though, it might appear He delays in fulfilling His promises, He does things at His time. His timing is  
different from ours (Isaiah 55:8-9), because for God our count of a thousand years is like a day and vice versa (Psalm 
90:4; 2 Peter 3:8). If Abraham was the father of many nations, it means that members of these nations are brothers or  
sisters.  
 

However, after the passage of many generations, there is that tendency to forget our common origin, which even dates 
back to Adam and Eve. Imagine the harm human measurement of time and space does to the bond of fraternal love and 
unity within the one family of humankind. If we are in God, the passage of time and spatial distancing should not  
necessarily affect our definition of who should be our mother, father, brother and sister. Living eternally, we will still know 
who our children are and who our parents in their ancestral linage were. Imagine how bad we will feel that we have  
treated so badly, or neglected shamefully, on the ground of forgotten distant connections, the mother or father, the son or 
daughter, the brother or sister we should have loved and cared for. 
 

When the members of Jesus’ family: his Mother and cousins (the Bible calls them ‘Jesus’ brothers’) came looking for him as he 
was teaching, but could not reach him because of the crowd, the message was passed on to Him. On hearing this, he asked, 
“Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” (Matthew 12:48; see also Mark 3:33). Stretching out his hand towards His  
disciples, He said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my heavenly Father is my brother, 
and sister, and mother” (Matthew 12:49). Why didn’t Jesus acknowledge and let the crowd know how important his  
immediate family were to him? Why didn’t He get up immediately and attend to their needs? Do you think Jesus was being 
disrespectful and uncaring towards His immediate family? 
 

I do not think so. He lived with His parents for good thirty years. At the age of twelve, when his parents, Mary and Joseph, 
after a three-day search, found him teaching in the Temple, Mary asked him why he should do that to them. And “he went 
down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them”. Mary “treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Lk 2:51-52). So, Jesus loved His family like no other that was what 
kept him with them for thirty years. But when it was time to leave and love everybody as he would his immediate family, 
Mary told him to do so. Thus, saving the situation for the wedding couple at the marriage feast at Cana (John 2:1-12). The 
nuclear family is like the primary school of human relationships. That is where we learn the basic and the most important 
values of life and living. But we are not meant to be fixated at this level of human family strata. We should graduate to a 
higher level of the extended family, then, to the ecclesial and human family. That is the higher level of living Jesus taught us. 
Our Father is in heaven. May His Name be praised.         
               

  Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  YrB – 27 Dec 2020 

First Reading    Gen 15:1-6. 21:1-3    A reading from the book of Genesis 

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your reward will be very 
great’. ‘My Lord’, Abram replied, ‘what do you intend to give me? I go childless...’ Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given 
me no descendants; some man of my household will be my heir.’ And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He 
shall not be your heir; your heir shall be one of your own flesh and blood.’ Then taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to 
heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants,’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who 
counted this as making him justified. 

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he had promised her. So Sarah conceived and bore a son 
to Abraham in his old age, at the time God had promised. Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom 
Sarah had given birth. 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 104:1-6. 8-9. R.vv.7.8 

(R.) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.  

1. Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name,  3. Remember the wonders he has done, 
make known his deeds among the peoples.  his miracles, the judgements he spoke. 
O sing to him, sing his praise;     O children of Abraham, his servant, 
tell all his wonderful works! (R.)    O sons of the Jacob he chose.  (R.) 

2. Be proud of his holy name,       4. He remembers his covenant for ever,  
let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.   his promise for a thousand generations, 
Consider the Lord and his strength;    the covenant he made with Abraham, 
constantly seek his face. (R.)    the oath he swore to Isaac.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading    Heb 11:8. 11-12. 17-19    A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance given to him and his  
descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he was going. It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of  
being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made the promise would be  
faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one who was already as good as dead himself, more  
descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son even though the 
promises had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried on. He was  
confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the 
dead. 

Gospel Acclamation    Heb 1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; now he speaks to us though his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel    Lk 2:22-40    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord – observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to 
the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to 
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the  
Salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory  
of your people Israel.’ 

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign 
that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girl-
hood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left 
the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and 
she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Mean-
while the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

                           Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners Praying for God’s Love and Peace on all our families 
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Consider a Bequest 
Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly  
provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones. 

Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and 
organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will 

help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how to make a 
gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm   

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am                                                            
        10.30am    
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,           

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
    

Next Mass at St John’s    24th January 2021 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Clive Scrivens and  Hal Ward            
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Bob Bigg, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey,    
Peter Doring,  John Sweeny,  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,    Brenda Dale,   
(Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,     Patricia Smith,   Maureen & Paul  Humey,  Valda Silvy,   
Joan Gordon,   Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller,  Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,  
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish 

Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Bris-

bane MUST ABIDE BY AND  ADHERE 

TO THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  

PRIVACY ACT & THE  AUSTRALIAN 

PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy  

Act impacts upon us all today and if you 

wish to  peruse the Compliance Require-

ments and the Privacy Act, please go to 

the Archdiocesan Website:   

www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  

on our website 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021 
 

 

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic?  The RCIA Program for 2021 at St Brig-

id’s Parish commences shortly.  Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore. 
 

Enrolment Forms  are now  available and should be handed in to the office by the end of December. 

 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  20th December  2020 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  811.70  For Clergy Support  (Greatly affected by COVID 19 Crisis)    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                1342.30 For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our  
prayers, and of your divine rewards.                            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

Week-day Mass Readings 

Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 28/12/2

0 

The Holy Innocents R1: I Jn 1:5-2:2 Mt 2:13-18 

Tues 29/12/2

0 

 R1: 1 Jn 2:3-11 Lk 2:22-35 

Wed 30/12/2

0 

 R1: 1 Jn 2:12-17 Lk 2:36-40 

Thurs 31/20   R1:  1 Jn 2:18-21 Jn 1:1-18 

Fri 01/01/20

21 
 Mary, the Holy Mother of God R1:  Num 6:22-27 R2: Gal 4:4-7 Lk 2:16-21 

  

                        A VOCATION VIEW: Every person who has ever born a  
   child, and every person who has freely vowed away this  
   honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring Jesus  
   Christ in to this world again. 
   Can you say: “ Forever I will sing the goodness of the  
   Lord”? 
 
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane: 
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au  vocationbrisbane.com.au 

PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST 
  [As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021. 
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable 
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill. 
 There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one of 
them. 
 Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that: 

       we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD 

        Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a 
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation 

  
To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page at:  
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449 

 
 
 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLI-
CY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity 
of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate bounda-
ries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative impera-
tives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

“St Vincent de Paul Nerang Conference”  

would like to thank everyone in our parish who donated money, food or toys to our Christmas Appeal. We 

were overwhelmed with the response this year and were  able to provided substantial hampers to 33 fami-
lies within Nerang and surrounding areas. The amount of  money collected totalled $1969.75, the largest 
collection we have had in the last few years.  

 

Thank you once again for your generosity, it has gone a long way in making Christmas a special  

occasion for many.  

 

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

