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The Epiphany of the Lord - Sunday 3 January 2021
First Reading

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Is 60:1-6

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still
covers the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears.
The nations come to your light and kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round:
all are assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters being tenderly
carried. At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to
you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11
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(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Dear Children of God

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)
2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)

Second Reading

Eph 3:2-3. 5-6

3.

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. (R.)

4.

For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
And save the lives of the poor. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was
by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it means
that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same promise
has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 2:2

Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 2:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to
Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and
have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star
had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you
have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had
to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted
over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

Christmas is not just a day’s feast, but a season - Christmas season – of joyous feasts. One of the feasts the Church
celebrates within the Christmas season is Epiphany. The feast highlights the central theme of Christmas, the mystery of
the incarnation - God manifesting himself in human form. Epiphany is derived from a Greek word meaning
‘manifestation’ or ‘public showing of a king to his people.’ It was originally celebrated on the 6 th of January until 1970,
when it was moved in some countries to the first Sunday in January. In most catholic circles, whether in the western or
eastern rites, the feast incorporates the commemoration of the events of the birth of Jesus (hence it is called little
Christmas or old Christmas in some places), the visit of the wise men, the baptism of the Lord (hence both feasts are
celebrated on the same day as one in some places), and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In all these events, there is a
revelation, a manifestation of who Jesus is – Son of God in our midst.
The gospel of today narrates the journey of the wise men who set out in search of the infant King of the Jews whose star
they saw from the east. Coming from the east, they represent the Gentile world, all the non-Jews outside the Abrahamic
covenant, to whom the light of Christ’s glory has now appeared as the star. This is a mystery as St Paul, in the second
reading, saw it to be. It is a mystery, the knowledge of which is given through revelation, as was given to Paul, the
apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit (see 2nd Reading). A mystery that by taking flesh and blood like ours, Christ has
given Jews and Gentiles a share in the same inheritance, heirs to the same promise of eternal glory, co-heirs with Christ
through whom they all, by becoming one body in Christ the Beloved Son of God, have become sons and daughters of
God. Christians need to pray to the Holy Spirit to give us the knowledge of this mystery, the mystery of the incarnation.
We need Him to reveal to us, to make manifest the person of Jesus Christ to us – because if we see Him we shall be
satisfied.
Jesus is the perfect image of the invisible God, in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell (Col 1:15,19). He is
the glory of Israel and the light to the Gentiles (Luke 2). He is the source of all blessings (Eph. 1:3-6). He is our blessing. St
Paul writes: “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit” (Gal 3:14). In him there is redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of our transgressions, according to the riches of God’s grace which He lavished on us in Christ. In
all wisdom and insight, he has made known to us the mystery (see Eph. 1:7-14).
As to the wise men, God in different ways, other than the appearance of a star, in His wisdom and insight, has revealed to
us humans the mystery of Christ. How many set out on a physical and spiritual journey in search of the God incarnate, in
whom we have redemption the forgiveness of our sins. The wise men travelled from the east a long and challenging
journey to look for the King of the Jews, the Sun of Righteousness (Malachi 4:2) whose star they saw. Why did they go to
such lengths to seek for Him, if not that they realised the value of His birth? His birth means the birth of real life. To find
him is to find Life, the way to everlasting life and the truth that sets humanity free (John 8:31-32; 14:6). The wise men
realised that Jesus is the King whose kingdom is the best and will have no end. And they sought to identify with this king
as to be at least as an ally of his kingdom. They perceived his divinity and they worshipped him, kneeling before the little
baby and paying him homage. They brought him gifts signifying his royalty (gold), divinity (frankincense) and
Messiahship through suffering and death (Myrrh). Their gifts showed they knew whom they had come to see. When giving to Christ either to his body the Church or to his brothers and sisters, do our gifts show we know whom we are giving
to?
If people really understand the King and his kind of kingdom, they would spare nothing in order to possess the kingdom,
to reign with Christ in his throne of glory. Jesus says that his kingdom is like “treasure hidden in a field” or a pearl of great
value that any person who finds it would “hid(e) it again, and then in his joy” would go and sell all he had and buy it. (see
Matthew 13:44-46). Again he says that we should seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all other things will be
given to us as well (Matthew 6:33).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

4/1/21

R1: I Jn 3:22-4:6

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tues

5/1/21

R1: 1 Jn 4:7-10

Mk 6:34-44

Wed

6/1/21

R1: 1 Jn 4:11-18

Mk 6:45-52

Thurs

7/1/21

R1: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4

Lk 4:14-22

Fri

8/1/21

R1: 1 Jn 5:5-13

Lk 5:12-16

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Week-day Mass Readings

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

24th January 2021

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens and Hal Ward

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Bob Bigg, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey,
Peter Doring, John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

A VOCATION VIEW: Every person who has ever born a
child, and every person who has freely vowed away this
honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring Jesus
Christ in to this world again.
Can you say: “ Forever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord”?
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

****************************

Please Note:

There will be no 5:45pm
Mass on Wednesday 13th
& 20th January. The Parish
Priest will be away from
11th to 25th January 2021.

Consider a Bequest
Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly
provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones.
Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and
organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will
help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how to make
a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms are now available and should be handed in to the office by the end of December.
ST BRIGID’S
7 PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS for Christmas and first Sunday after Christmas (Holy Family Sunday) 27th December 2020
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

2271.35 For Clergy Support
2223.90 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

“St Vincent de Paul Nerang Conference”

would like to thank everyone in our parish who donated money, food or toys to our Christmas Appeal. We
were overwhelmed with the response this year and were able to provided substantial hampers to 33 families within Nerang and surrounding areas. The amount of money collected totalled $1969.75, the largest
collection we have had in the last few years.
Thank you once again for your generosity, it has gone a long way in making Christmas a special
occasion for many.
January 3, 2021

Epiphany of the Lord

“..they fell down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh...” - Matthew 2:11
Notice the order of events in the Magi’s visit. First,
they knelt before Jesus and prayed to Him. Then they presented Him with their gifts. We, too, must
take time to pray before we present our gifts to the Lord. We never know what God may be asking us
to share! Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)
PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one of
them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page at:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

