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First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah Is 55:1-11
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to David.
See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples, a leader and a master of the nations.
See, you will summon a nation you never knew, those unknown will come hurrying to you,
for the sake of the Lord your God, of the Holy One of Israel who will glorify you.
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord
who will take pity on him, to our God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your
thoughts, my ways not your ways - it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as high
above earth as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts.
Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the earth, making it yield
and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not
return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)

2.

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R)

3. The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: 'Glory!'
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Jn 5:1-9

A reading from the first letter of St John
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God; and whoever loves the
Father that begot him loves the child that he begets. We can be sure that we love God’s
Children if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us; this is what loving God is keeping his commandments; and his commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has
been begotten by God has already overcome the world; this is the victory over the world our faith. Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God. Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, not with water only, but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness - since the Spirit is the truth - so that there are three
witnesses, the Spirit, the water and the blood, and all three of them agree. We accept the
testimony of human witnesses, but God’s testimony is much greater, and this is God’s
testimony, given as evidence for his Son.

Gospel Acclamation

Mk 9:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 1:7-11

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am,
and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit.’ It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by
John. No sooner had he come up out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear Children of God
Today is the solemn feast of the Baptism of the Lord. This feast marks the end of the Christmas season and the beginning
of the ordinary time of the Church’s calendar. At his baptism, he was revealed not through the prophets, the Angels or the
Star, but by God himself: The Father and the Holy Spirit. At the time of his baptism, the Holy Spirit descended on him
like a dove and the Father’s voice was heard: “This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him”. it is the same with
us at our baptism. We become God’s begotten children – His beloved on whom God’s favour rests.
St John in today’s second reading tell us that anyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God and
has become God’s child. Faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, makes us children of God. According to him, if we
love God, then we must love His children. To love God is to keep His commandments. And His commandment is that
we should love one another. He goes on to say that keeping God’s commandment is not difficult. St John may have
heard some Christians of his time talking about how difficult it was for them to maintain holiness of life after baptism. St
Paul tells us why it is difficult to keep God’s commandment. He says: “what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want”. It might be of great help to be conscious of these opposing desires in each and every person, especially, in
Christians in order to appreciate the struggle to keep God’s commandments. Coming into the Christian life is not like
coming into a funfair but a warfare – a spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:11-12).
The world cannot be a playground for serious Christians but a battle ground – a spiritual battleground. Why? St John
gives more explanation when he says: “Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life, is
not from the Father but is from the world. Yet the world and its enticement are passing away. But whoever does the will
of God remains forever” (1 John 2:15-17).
All these make clear why keeping God’s commandment may appear difficult for some. However, for those who believe
and are baptised, keeping God’s commandments, as St John rightly says, it is not difficult. How?
Because anyone who has been begotten by God has already overcome the world; this is the victory over the
world - our faith. … Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus Christ who came by
water and blood, not with water only, but with water and blood; with the Spirit as another witness - since
the Spirit is the truth - so that there are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water and the blood, and all three of
them agree.
Hence, only the person who believes in Jesus as the Son of God who came to us by water, the blood and the Spirit
overcomes the world. Here St John is referring to the three Sacraments of initiation: Baptism (water), the Holy Eucharist
(the blood and body) and Confirmation (the Spirit). As I mentioned earlier, today is the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
So, it is good to reflect on the power of the Sacraments, especially the Sacraments of initiation.
That Jesus received baptism, shows how important baptism is in the spiritual life of Christians. AS mentioned earlier,
baptism, with Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist form the three Sacraments of Initiation. Through baptism Christians
are admitted and ushered into the Kingdom of God, into the state where God reigns supreme. Jesus said: “Very truly I
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again. How can someone be born when they are old?”
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very
truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit”. This shows that
baptism is like a door, an entrance into the kingdom of God.
For some, baptism is just a family tradition; a condition for being a nominal but not active catholic; a way to appear
religious, and so on. Yes, baptism could be all that, but it is much more than that – it is for the salvation of souls - ours
and those of others. As St Peter wrote, “baptism is not the washing off of bodily dirt, but the promise made to God from a
good conscience. ….” (1 Peter 3:21).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

11/1/21

R1: Heb 1:1-6

Mk 1:14-20

Tues

12/1/21

R1: Heb 2:5-12

Mk 1 :21-28

Wed

13/1/21

R1: Heb 2:14-18

Mk 1 :29-39

Thurs

14/1/21

R1: Heb 3:7-14

Mk 1:40-45

Fri

15/1/21

R1: Heb 4:12-16

Mk 2:13-17

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Week-day Mass Readings

9.30 am

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

24th January 2021

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens and Hal Ward

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

A VOCATION VIEW: Every person who has ever born a
child, and every person who has freely vowed away this
honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring Jesus
Christ in to this world again.
Can you say: “ Forever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord”?
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

****************************

Please Note:

There will be no 5:45pm
Mass on Wednesday 13th
& 20th January. The Parish
Priest will be away from
11th to 25th January 2021.

Consider a Bequest
Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly
provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones.
Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and
organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will
help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how to make
a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms are now available and should be handed in to the office immediately.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 4th January 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

621.25 For Clergy Support
1751.50 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

“St Vincent de Paul Nerang Conference”

would like to thank everyone in our parish who donated money, food or toys to our Christmas Appeal. We
were overwhelmed with the response this year and were able to provided substantial hampers to 33 families within Nerang and surrounding areas. The amount of money collected totalled $1969.75, the largest
collection we have had in the last few years.
Thank you once again for your generosity, it has gone a long way in making Christmas a special
occasion for many.
January 10, 2021

Baptism of the Lord

“And a voice came from the heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” - Mark 1:11
Through our baptism, we too, are daughters and sons of God. We are disciples of Jesus. As true disciples we are called
to actively participate in our Catholic faith, not just be mere bystanders. This means working in collaboration with the Holy
Spirit and discerning how we are being asked to use our gifts. Using our gifts for the benefit of others and not just for our
own interests and comfort. Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)
PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one of
them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page at:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

