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Sunday in Ordinary Time YrB - 17 January 2021

First Reading

1 Sm 3:3-10.19

Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv. 8.9

(R.) Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord.
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R.)
2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 6:13-15. 17-20

3.

In the scroll of the book it stands written
that I should do your will.
My God, I delight in your law
in the depth of my heart. (R.)

4.

Your justice I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who raised the Lord
from the dead, will by his power raise us up too.
You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; anyone who is joined to the
Lord is one spirit with him.
Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin against
your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is in you since you have received
him from God. You are not your own property; you have been bought and paid for. That is why you should use
your body for the glory of God.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 1:41. 17

Alleluia, alleluia!
We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 1:35-42
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A reading from the first book of Samuel

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not
call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel
got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go
back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been
revealed to him. Once again the Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am,
since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel,
‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.
The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered,
‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’
Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground.

Responsorial Psalm

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B - 17 January 2021

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is
the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them following and
said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and
see’ he replied; so they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about
the tenth hour.
One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother of
Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ –
which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son
of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
The Christian faith must be transmitted to others. It must be passed on to others that they may come to Jesus
and encounter in him the Messiah He truly is. The readings of this second Sunday in Ordinary time of Year B,
continue with the message of the feast of the Baptism of our Lord which both marked the end of the Christmas
season and the beginning of the Ordinary time. Baptism (and indeed, the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist) is a commissioning into a life of witnessing – witnessing for God who in Christ
and through Christ saves the world and humanity. At Baptism, during Confirmation and in receiving Holy
Communion, we receive the Spirit of Jesus Christ to belong to him (Roman 8:9). And the Spirit empowers us
to be witnesses for Jesus. Just before His ascension, Jesus assured His disciples “But you will receive power
when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
This life of witnessing for Jesus is a divine call which every baptised Catholic must answer. It is a call to follow
God, to follow Jesus and the prompting of the Spirit of God who lives in us. In today’s first reading, God
called the boy Samuel, who was sleeping in the sanctuary of the Lord. Samuel’s mother Hannah, knowing that
her child was a gift from God, offered Him back to God at Shiloh. In fulfilment of the promise she made when
she asked the Lord for a child, she returned the child to Eli, the priest and left him to serve the Lord. While the
boy was growing up he was growing in the house of the Lord. And why wouldn’t God accept such an offer?
God always accepts an offering wholly dedicated to him – the gift of a child like Samuel, the gift of one’s body
for His glory (second reading), and the gift of one’s time and company as the two disciples expressed by asking
“Lord where do you live”. They were in a way saying we want to visit you. Jesus immediately accepted.
“Come and see” he said. “They went and saw where he lived and stayed with him the rest of that day”.
These two disciples would not have recognised Jesus, if John had not introduced him to them. And Samuel
would not have recognised the Voice of God calling if Eli the Priest had not directed him to listen. Samuel
would not have had the opportunity to encounter God nor go to Eli in answer to God’s call, if the mother had
not entrusted him to the house of the Lord under Eli’s leadership. Peter would not have been the first Pope, the
rock upon which Christ built His Church, if Andrew had not invited him to come and see their new-found
Messiah. So, we need to lead people to Christ – to God.
On our part, also there must be a complete readiness to listen, to go with, to see and to stay with the Lord. We
must express our readiness to listen like the boy Samuel. God always waits patiently to hear us say: “Speak
Lord, your servant is listening”. He has a message for us and our families and our world which he can only say
if only we could invite him to speak and express our willingness to listen. The two disciples of John having
heard their Master point to Jesus and say: “Look, there is the lamb of God”, left their Master and followed
Jesus. And Jesus asked them, “What do you want?”. In a way, Jesus wanted them to express their intention.
They listened to John, were ready to leave John to encounter Jesus. Sometimes, Catholics are stuck in their
parents’ faith even after their parents have introduced Jesus to them. They make no further effort to follow, to
express their desire to go with Jesus, to see more of Him and to stay with him for some time especially in
adoration in the Eucharist Chapel, in reading the Bible and with Mary, in saying the Rosary for at least one
hour a day. They do not seek a deeper encounter with the Messiah. And maybe, that is why they have not
brought anyone to Jesus, like Andrew did. They cannot witness for Christ.
So, at the beginning of this liturgical year, the Church reminds us through the readings she offers to us, that
baptism is the beginning of both a journey with Christ and a life of witnessing, a life of making God in Christ
and God in us through His Spirit (who lives in us as in a Temple) known to those around us.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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24th January 2021

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

18/1/21

R1: Heb 5:1-10

Mk 2:18-22

Tues

19/1/21

R1: Heb 6:10-20

Mk 2:23-28

Wed

20/1/21

R1: Heb 7:1-3,15-17

Mk 3:1-6

Thurs

21/1/21

R1: Heb 7:25-8:6

Mk 3:7-12

Fri

22/1/21

R1: Heb 8:6-13

Mk 3:13-19

St. Agnes, virgin, martyr

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Week-day Mass Readings

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 10th January 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

753.75 For Clergy Support
1062.20 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

“St Vincent de Paul Nerang Conference”

Len Guinea

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,
John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

A VOCATION VIEW: A good Vocation prayer to say every ****************************
day, from the time we are ten years old till we are ninety Please Note:
years old, is found in today’s first Scripture Reading:
‘Speak, Lord for your servant is listening.’ Just try it with
There will be no 5:45pm
sincerity starting today.
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at St Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms are now available and should be handed in to the office immediately.

Mass on Wednesday 20th
January. The Parish Priest
will be away from 11th to
25th January 2021.

Consider a Bequest
Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly
provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones.
Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and
organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will
help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how to make
a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

would like to thank everyone in our parish who donated money, food or toys to our Christmas Appeal. We
were overwhelmed with the response this year and were able to provided substantial hampers to 33 families within Nerang and surrounding areas. The amount of money collected totalled $1969.75, the largest
collection we have had in the last few years.
Thank you once again for your generosity, it has gone a long way in making Christmas a special
occasion for many.
January 17, 2021

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’” - John 1:38
What are you looking for? Are you wasting your time looking for the material comforts of the world? Or, is your heart longing for something deeper that can only be found by spending time with God? Take time, each day, in silence and ask the
Lord what it is that He wants you to do.
Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)
PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one of
them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page at:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

