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First Reading

Jon 3:1-5. 10

A reading from the prophet Jonah

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them
as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a
city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey.
He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of
Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster
which he had threatened.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4

(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.
1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 7:29-31

3.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had none, and those
who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as
though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had
nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this
because the world as we know it is passing away.

Gospel Acclamation

Mk 1:15

Alleluia, alleluia!
The kingdom of God is near:
believe the Good News!
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 1:14-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The
time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in the lake
– for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.’ And at
once they left their nets and followed him.
Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their boat,
mending their nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him.
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Dear People of God
The first reading of today tells the story of prophet Jonah’s preaching of repentance to the people of Nineveh, and
their consequent expression of sincere repentance and conversion. Jonah was compelled into obedience by God to
go into Nineveh and preach repentance. Initially, Jonah was reluctant and tried to escape from the Lord. He went
and boarded a ship to Tarshish. But as the ship set sail, there arose a sea tempest which threatened to destroy the
ship. Jonah understood that the tempest was caused by God because of his disobedience. It was a threatening experience to bring Jonah to obedience. What a merciful God we serve, that even when people, of their own free will,
derailed into the path of destruction because of their disobedience, wickedness and evil, he would devise a way of
prompting in them repentance and conversion, bringing them back to the path of life through their change of heart
and behaviour. St Paul tells us that God wants “everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth” (1
Timothy 2:4).
After every effort to save the ship and the travellers proved abortive, the people on board heeded to Jonah’s suggestion to throw him into the sea. As soon as he was thrown into the sea the tempest stopped. But he was swallowed by
a great sea creature – a whale, or a fish, that was sent by God. Our God is the Lord of the Heavens, the land, and of
the Sea. He is the Lord of the seen and unseen world. As God would have it, the sea creature threw Jonah up unto
the land of Nineveh on the third day. Jonah then realised that his life was in God’s hands – the God who not only
preserved his life in the belly of the fish for three days, but through the fish brought him into the land of Nineveh.
So, he started preaching to the Ninevites. Jonah went through the great city announcing: “Only forty days more and
Nineveh is going to be destroyed”.
The thought of being destroyed brought a change of heart among the Ninevites. They understood how seriously destructive their wrong doings had been. They were wise because they feared God and believed Jonah. As the Scripture says, the fear of the Lord is the beginning and the crown of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7; 9:10-11; Sirach 1:11-20). And
those who have this reverential fear of offending the Lord God, enjoy the good things of the earth and eternal life as
well. For God says in Isaiah 1:18-19 (NABRE), “Come now, let us settle the matter, …. Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. If you are willing and
obedient, you will eat the good things of the land …”.
St Paul in today’s second reading reminds us that “our time is growing short” and that “the world as we know it is
passing away”. Therefore, we should mend our ways and live uprightly. Like the Ninevites, we are being called to
repentance today. Jesus, in today’s Gospel reading, started his ministry by preaching repentance. “The time has
come” he said “and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News”. The Psalmist praying to God said: “Teach us (O Lord) to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom” (Psalm 90:12,
NLT). To understand that this world is passing away for each individual, that earthly existence is short-lived, will
help us choose wisely what we think, say and do. To know that without following the ways of God and seeking his
mercy and forgiveness, we will spend eternity in sorrows, ought to move us to repentance and metanoia like the Ninevites.
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus, looking at the crowd before him, lamented their lack of conversion of heart. Most of
them were not hearing the word of God to obey it. Despite the miracles and signs he was performing, they still
awaited a special sign before they could believe in Him, accept His teaching and obey God. And Jesus said, “This is
a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to
the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation”. Like John, He was thrown out of the world when
he was crucified. He was in a way swallowed by the earth at his burial. He stayed in the belly of the earth for three
days and came back from there to life at His resurrection. And now he announces, through His ministers of His
good news: . “The time has come. …. Repent, and believe the Good News”. With prayers, and a will power that is
strong and hopeful, we can change and live better lives.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Len Guinea

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Matty Snow, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey,
Peter Doring, John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale,
(Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy,
Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.
HOSPITAL CALLS
Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

25/1/21

Conversion of St Paul, apostle

R1: Acts 22:3-16

Mk 16:15-18

Tues

26/1/21

Australia Day

R1: Is 31:15-18; 1 Cor 12:4-11

Mt 5:2-12

Wed

27/1/21

R1: Heb 10:11-18

Mk 4:1-20

Thurs

28/1/21

R1: Heb 10:19-25

Mk 4:21-25

Fri

29/1/21

R1: Heb 10:32-39

Mk 4:26-34

St. Thomas Aquinas, priest,
doctor

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Week-day Mass Readings

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as
part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE
BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon
us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to
the Archdiocesan Website: www.bne.catholic.net.au.
The Policy is on our website

Consider a Bequest
Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly
provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones.
Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and
organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will
help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how to make
a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Are you or someone you know thinking of becoming a Catholic? The RCIA Program for 2021 at
St Brigid’s Parish commences shortly. Please call the Parish Office or speak directly to Fr Isidore.
Enrolment Forms are now available and should be handed in to the office immediately.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 17th January 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

713.15 For Clergy Support
1141.20 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

January 24, 2021

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”- Mark 1:17
Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians! The call is in the here and now, in our present circumstances, not when we think we are “ready” or have everything in order. Good stewardship of our God-given gifts
means that things aren’t always going to go according to our schedule and that God has a much better plan in
store for each of us. Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)

************Ash Wednesday is the 17th February. If anyone has any blessed palm
branches from previous Palm Sundays can you please return them to the church or
parish office prior to the Monday before Ash Wednesday. ***************

PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one
of them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page
at: https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

