Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time B - 31 Jan 2021
’

First Reading

Dt 18:15-20

Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9

(R.) If today, you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
3.
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)
2. Come in, let us kneel and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 7:32-35

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he
need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to bother about the world’s affairs and devote
himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can
devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, has to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say
this only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that everything is as it
should be, and that you give your undivided attention to the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 4:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
A people in darkness have seen a great light:
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.
Alleluia!


Gospel

Mk 1:21-28
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A reading from the book of Deuteronomy

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from
your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb
on the day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any
longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will raise
up a prophet like yourself for them from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell
them all I command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, shall be held
answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have not commanded him
to say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”’

Responsorial Psalm
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he
taught them with authority.
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What do you
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’
But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and
with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so astonished that they started asking each other what it all
meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean
spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean
countryside.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God.
St Paul tells us in today’s second reading, that he would like to see us “free from all worry”. But is it possible to be free
from all worry? There are many things to worry about: issues ranging from health to wealth; from marriage to managing
people and properties; from salvation of the body to the salvation of the soul; and everything in-between. And most often,
the worrying seems appropriate and justified. From the reading, it seems to marry or not to marry for Christ’s sake was a
disturbing issue. Paul was never married; the Corinthians may have thought his lifestyle was the better model for serving
God – remaining like Christ who never married. That was a source of worry for those whose vocation was not to live a
celibate life. Though St Paul tends to favour the vocation to unmarried life for the sake of Christ’s Kingdom, he
nonetheless assured those who wanted to marry not to worry about it if it was expedient to do so. The bottom line, that
which is required of all, is that everyone, whether unmarried or married, should strive to give their “undivided attention to
the Lord”.
In the Gospel of Matthew (6:25-34), Jesus tells his followers not to worry about life, food or what to wear; not to worry
about tomorrow and what the future holds; that worrying adds nothing to their span of life; that pagans may worry but
not us; that we should have faith in the providence of our Father who cares for us and is abundantly able to handle all that
concerns us. According to Jesus, all that is required of every follower of his is to seek first the Kingdom of God and learn
to live according to His righteousness. And then God will take care of all that concerns us. He knows our needs even
before we start worrying about them. “Therefore”, says Jesus, “do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34).
This old inspirational song attributed to John W. Peterson (or to Alfred B. Smith) titled “Why Worry When You Can
Pray” has been my panacea in times of worry. Here are the lyrics:
Why worry when you can pray. Trust in Jesus and He will lead the way.
Don’t be like doubting Thomas. Just rest upon His promise
Why worry, worry, worry, when you can pray.
The question then is, dear friends, Why worry? God knows all our needs. And He is ready and willing to solve them. He
is eager to help us either to tarry in the needs for our greater good or get out of them. In St Luke’s Gospel, Jesus, after
narrating the Parable of the Importunate (or Persistent) Widow, asked his followers “will not God bring about justice for
his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?” To this question he answered “I tell
you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. Then He asked, “when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?” (Luke 18:1-8).
Instead of worrying, the Holy Writ shows us two things to do and all our worries will be taken care of. And they are
trusting and obeying God. God wants us to seek Him by seeking the establishment of his kingdom in our hearts, our
homes and our world. He wants us to seek the reign of his righteousness in every sphere of our lives and living. He wants
us to give him undivided attention. And to help us do these, he sends us prophets as he promised (see first reading), who
speak in His name. Above all, he has sent us Jesus Christ, His beloved Son. When he revealed the glory of his Son Jesus
on the mountain of Transfiguration, God the Father said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen
to him” (Matthew 17:5b, NABRE).
We should listen to Him as he speaks to us through the New Covenant Prophets who speak in His Name - whether from
the hierarchy or from the lay faithful. It is required of these modern-day prophets that their teaching should make a deep
impression on the people as Jesus’ teaching did on the people in today’s Gospel reading. Let the people see the power of
their preaching and realise they had been with Jesus as were the Apostles (Acts 4:13). The power of Jesus’ teaching even
affected the unclean spirits - the demons. They could not hold themselves. They felt their destruction was about to
happen. They felt attacked by that teaching which made a deep impression on the people. They knew that Jesus was the
Holy One of God but were not willing to change and willingly obey him. They acknowledged Jesus’ authority and power
over them, but still they opposed Him. Should we be like them? The responsorial Psalm of today says: “If today, you hear
his voice, harden not your hearts”.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Zoe Strasek who is
being baptised this weekend.
We pray that she will grow in
grace and wisdom and abound
with the love of God all her life's
journey. We pray for her Family
and Godparents.

St. Brigid of Ireland

R1: Heb 11:32-40

Mk 5:1-20

Tues

2/02/21

The Presentation of the Lord

R1: Mal 3:1-4

Lk 2:22-40

Wed

3/02/21

R1: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15

Mk 6:1-6

Thurs

4/02/21

R1: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24

Mk 6:7-13

Fri

5/02/21

R1: Heb 13:1-8

Mk 6:14-29

St Agatha, virgin, martyr

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 24th January 2021

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

Jose Portes, Len Guinea

Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul
Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

There will be a candlelight procession held at the 7.00am Mass .
Candles will be provided. All parishioners are invited to attend.

1/02/21

9.30 am

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Francoise McGregor, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson,
Matty Snow, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring, John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley

—Tuesday 2nd February 2021 7.00am Mass

Gospel Reading

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD IN
THE TEMPLE

Readings (R1 and R2)

The Rite of Election in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 21st February 2021 at 3.00pm. All RCIA candidates are invited to attend.
A meeting for all RCIA candidates will be held at St Brigid’s on Saturdays, 6th February & 13th

28th February 2021

We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Memorials/Feasts

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Week-day Mass Readings

Monday, February 1st is the Feast of
our Patron Saint, St. Brigid . She was
an Irish nun, abbess and founded
many convents. St Brigid of Ireland is
one of Ireland's patron saints, along
with Patrick and Columba. She died
in 525.

A VOCATION VIEW: Jesus speaks as one having
authority. As we follow God’s call we remember the
same authority passed down to the Church that
she might guide us closer to Christ and help us
discern our vocation.
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane:
1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

505.30 For Clergy Support
927.50 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

January 31, 2021

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties.”- 1 Corinthians 7:32
How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by constantly worrying about not having enough or attaining
more things? God won’t necessarily give you everything you want, but He will provide everything you
need. Try this – use the word “pray” instead of the word “worry” in the future. Then pray for things instead of
worrying about them. Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)

************Ash Wednesday is the 17th February. If anyone has any blessed palm
branches from previous Palm Sundays can you please return them to the church or
parish office prior to the Monday before Ash Wednesday. ***************
Mass Times on Ash Wednesday:

7:00am, 9:00am & 5:45pm.

PETITION TO STATE PARLIAMENT – THE ‘CARE FIRST’ APPROACH WORKS BEST
As you may be aware, Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) legislation will come before parliament in mid-2021.
This is a complex life ethics issue and requires action from those who support palliative care and accompanying the sick and vulnerable
as the more compassionate way of caring for the terminally ill.
There are still options for those who are opposed to euthanasia/assisted suicide and adding your voice to the following petition is one
of them.
Although this is a secular based petition, please note it is perfectly in harmony with the Catholic position on VAD, in that:
 we support better funding of palliative care instead of legislating VAD
 Faced with a new parliament hosting many first time members, it’s wise to follow due legislative process and allow a
proper parliamentary committee scrutiny of the new draft legislation
[

To show your concern about the legislation of VAD, please stand with thousands of other Queenslanders and visit the e-petition page
at: https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3449

