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       First Sunday of Lent                      21 February  2021    

First Sunday of Lent - Yr B - 21 February 2021 

 

First Reading    Gen 9:8-15    A reading from the book of Genesis 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your descendants after 
you; also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: 
 everything that came out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you:  
no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the 
earth again.’ 

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living creature with 
you for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the 
earth. When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant 
between myself and you and every living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again be-
come a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 24:4-9. R. see v.10 

(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep your covenant. 
 
1. Lord, make me know your ways.   3. The Lord is good and upright. 

Lord, teach me your paths.     He shows the path to those who stray, 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:   he guides the humble in the right path; 
for you are God my saviour. (R.)    he teaches his way to the poor.  (R.) 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 
 

 

Second Reading    1 Pt 3:18-22    A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body 
he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in 
prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah was still building that ark which saved only a small group of eight 
people ‘by water’, and when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to believe. That water 
is a type of the baptism which saves you now, and which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge 
made to God from a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven 
and is at God’s right hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Mt 4:4 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 
 

Gospel    Mk 1:12-15    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by  
Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The 
time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 

  
 
 
 
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 

 

   Dear People of God 
 

Most Catholics think Baptism is very important and so it is - very important. But how convinced are we, individually, of 

the importance of baptism for the salvation of soul and body? That is the question. The necessity of Baptism is even more 

questionable when it comes to the baptism of infants and children. Traditionally, most Catholics are cradle Catholics – 

baptised either as babies or when we were little children. Why do Catholics think it necessary that their babies or little 

children should be baptised?  
 

Jesus while discussing with Nicodemus said: “I am telling you the truth: no one can see the Kingdom of God without  

being born again”. And Nicodemus asked him, “How can a grown man be born again? … He certainly cannot enter his 

mother's womb and be born a second time!” To this Jesus replied, “I am telling you the truth … no one can enter the 

Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit” (John 3:3-5, GNT). So, baptism is a necessary condition 

for entering into and being part of God’s kingdom. The Church is the kingdom of God that is both heavenly and earthly. 

Baptism, therefore, makes people - babies, children and adults – members of the Church. 
 

Through baptism, people receive the Spirit of Jesus. The Holy Spirit dwells in the baptised as in a Temple. St Paul says 

that anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him (Romans 8:9b). So, at baptism, Christ Jesus 

infuses his Spirit into the baptised and makes the baptised part of his body, the Church. All baptised persons belong to 

Christ by virtue of his Spirit living in them. The Spirit becomes “God’s mark of ownership” on the baptised. Put  

differently, the Holy Spirit, poured into baptised persons, is like God’s signature of ownership, a divine seal, attesting  

spiritually, that they belong to God. (see Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 1:22).  
 

What it means then is that during baptism, God the Father claims the baptised as his own son or daughter, announcing to 

the world, as He did during the baptism of Jesus, this is my beloved son/daughter, “with whom I am well pleased”  

(Matt. 3:17). God’s claim of ownership on the baptised is his right, but the person baptised has to appropriate this claim 

and take God as his or her Father too. There must be an agreement to act like Father and child for both. That agreement 

is covenantal. Through baptism then we enter into a covenant relationship with God. He becomes our Father and we his 

children. Thus, Jesus becomes our saviour-brother and we his sisters and brothers; the Holy Spirit becomes our teacher 

and guide, and we, his obedient disciples and loyal students in the school of faith. 
 

That being the case, Christians enter into a new order, established on a covenant through baptism. But unlike the  

covenants of old – as in God’s covenant with Noah and his family in the first reading – which was sealed with the blood 

of animals, ours is a new and everlasting covenant sealed with the precious blood of Jesus the Lamb of God. Noah 

warned the people of his time of an impending destruction if they did not change their evil ways. They made fun of him 

and did not change. God had to execute his plan to rid the world of all evil, of corrupt people and their corrupted nature. 

He got Noah and his family into the ark. And with them, a couple of all other creatures. Then for forty days and night, 

God sent a huge flood that destroyed everything and initiated a new beginning, a new order of new life. After the flood, 

God entered into a covenant with the human race represented by Noah and his family.  
 

Referring to the flood in Noah’s days, St Peter in today’s second reading, said “That water is a type of the baptism which 

saves you now, and which is not the washing off of physical dirt, but a pledge made to God from a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ….”. Baptism then, is not only a physical ceremony performed in honour of a  

family tradition, in view of enrolment into Catholic Schools or a ceremony that makes us appear religious. It should be a 

sincere and honest promise made to God, to remain his child, to live a good life, to love Jesus and one’s neighbour, to be 

part of the body of Christ - the Church, and to desire God’s eternal kingdom, the Church in heaven. 
 

Through baptism then we have become new creations in Christ. We, as baptised people, should get rid of our bad  

behaviours and live in the newness of life in Christ. The covenant, the agreement is to live a holy and blameless life before 

our God and for Christ who died and rose for us. We should work on ourselves through these forty days of Lent to 

achieve this goal, praying and fasting as Jesus did for forty days and nights in the wilderness (see today’s Gospel).  
 

               Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm    

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am                                                            
        10.30am    
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am          

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 
 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  
 
    

Next Mass at St John’s    28th February 2021 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:                
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Francoise McGregor, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson,  

Matty Snow, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring,  John Sweeny,  Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley 
Jean Carr,  Kath Fisher,  Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke,   Patricia Smith,  Maureen & Paul  
Humey,  Valda Silvy,  Joan Gordon,   Amanda Gordon,   Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller,  Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,  
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021 
 

 

The Rite of Election in the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen   
today the First Sunday of Lent, 21st February 2021 at 
3.00pm. All RCIA candidates are invited to attend. 

  

 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  14th February 2021 
  

1ST COLLECTION:    $                    841.75   For Clergy Support     

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $                   1266.65  For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our  
prayers, and of your divine rewards.                            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

Lenten Program  - LOOK TO JESUS 
The program will be held  at St Brigid’s every Monday during 
Lent at 6.00pm. 

 

Week-day Mass Readings 

Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 22/2/21 The Chair of St. Peter, apostle R1: 1 Pet 5:1-4 Mt 16:13-19 

Tues 23/2/21  R1: Is 55:10-11 Mt 6:7-15 

Wed 24/2/21  R1: Jonah 3:1-10 Lk 11:29-32 

Thurs 25/2/21    
   

R1:  Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14 Mt 7:7-12 

Fri 26/2/21   R1:  Ezek 18:21-28 Mt 5:20-26 

 

 
 
 

 

 

February 21, 2021   -   1
st

 Sunday of Lent 

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God….” - Mark 1:14 

Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John had just been 
arrested for teaching the same message that Jesus was proclaiming.  It must have taken great love and trust for Jesus to 
do what the Father had sent Him here on earth to do.  In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes great love and 
trust from us.  We must be willing to surrender completely to God, trusting that God will always give us all that we need to 
fulfil His plan for us.Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)  

 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART 
 

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First  
Friday of each Month with the exception of  2nd 
April 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 

ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION  
will be held on the last Friday of each month  

commencing at 6.00pm. Please note: next Friday 
the Rosary Procession follows after the Stations 

of the Cross. 

 
In an advertising campaign in February and March featuring international cricketer, Matthew Hay-
den, the Archdiocese of Brisbane is inviting all baptised Catholics to reflect upon what it means to 
be baptised Catholic with. 
We’re looking for your help to: 

Pray for the opening of hearts 
Accompany those who are seeking 
Welcome new faces  

 

There will also be fliers in your parish that you can give to family, friends, or colleagues who 
might be interested. 
 

To sign up to be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to find out more, go to: 
www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic. 

Project Compassion  -  Pick up your box or envelope today 
Twenty-two year old Jamila is a single mother, living in the world’s largest refugee camp in Bangladesh. A 
 Rohingya woman, she fled the armed conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine State to save herself, her elderly mother 
and eight month old baby daughter. Having been abandoned by her husband, she faced life in the camp on her 
own. Thanks to the generosity of Caritas Australia’s supporters and through our partnership with Caritas  
Bangladesh, Jamila had access to emergency food and shelter. She received counselling and emotional support. 
She learnt about health and hygiene, participated in a parenting program and learnt sewing skills to help her earn 
an income. “I want to offer my thankful greetings to those who are kindly thinking of us from overseas”, Jamila 
says. “Thank you, and thanks Caritas Australia.” 

Stations of the Cross   -    Each Friday in Lent commencing  at 
5.00pm 

The Catholic Leader has returned as a monthly 
newspaper after a 10-month hiatus. Limited copies 
are available at this parish for $4 each.  
Subscribe today to receive The Catholic Leader at 
your door. Visit catholicleader.com.au/subscribe to 
get started. 

 

https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections
http://www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic

