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Second
Sunday of Lent Yr B - 28 February 2021

First Reading

Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18

Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9

(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.
1. I trusted, even when I said:
3.
‘I am sorely afflicted.’
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful. (R.)
2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 8:31-34

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

With God on our side who can be against us? Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to
benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not refuse anything he can give. Could anyone
accuse those that God has chosen? When God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No!
He not only died for us – he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right hand he stands and pleads for us.

Gospel Acclamation

See Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel

Mk 9:2-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain where they could be alone
by themselves. There in their presence he was transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter
than any earthly bleacher could make them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were talking with
Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three
tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they were so frightened.
And a cloud came, covering them in shadow; and there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no one with them any more but
only Jesus.
As they came down from the mountain he warned them to tell no one what they had seen, until after the Son
of Man had risen from the dead. They observed the warning faithfully, though among themselves they
discussed what ‘rising from the dead’ could mean.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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A reading from the book of Genesis

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham,’ he called.’ Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God
said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt
offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’
When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, Abraham built an altar there, and arranged the
wood. Then he bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out his
hand and seized the knife to kill his son.
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do
not raise your hand against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. You
have not refused me your son, your only son.’ Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a
bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son.
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord
who speaks – because you have done this, because you have not refused me your son, your only son, I will
shower blessings on you, I will make your descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of
sand on the seashore. Your descendants shall gain possession of the gates of your enemies. All the nations
of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’

Responsorial Psalm
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OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
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Dear Friends in Christ
Today’s first reading talks about Abraham’s attempt to sacrifice his beloved son at God’s command. That story was a
prototype of the Father’s giving of his beloved Son Jesus Christ to be sacrificed on the Cross for our eternal salvation. St
Paul in today’s second reading says: “Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us all, we may be
certain, after such a gift, that he will not refuse anything he can give”.
Have you ever wondered why God would forgive and still love those who killed His only beloved Son Jesus, innocent
though he was? At the Mountain of Transfiguration, the voice of God was heard coming from heaven, declaring
concerning Jesus: “This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him” (see today’s Gospel reading). Instead of listening to his
Son, some denied him, some deserted him, others crucified and killed him. Why would he be so kind and generous to
those who, by their faults, were responsible for His Son’s excruciating suffering and death on the cross? I have also
wondered why, sometimes.
One might say it was because of Jesus’ prayer while hanging on the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Yes, the Father forgave because the Son whom he loved asked him to forgive. But
how could Jesus ask for the forgiveness of his persecutors, executioners, and murderers, and not ask for justice for his
unjust treatment from those he spent his life helping, teaching, healing, reconciling, etc.? I think, God is teaching us how
to love – how to express and practise genuine and selfless love; how to love unconditionally; how to love even in suffering
and death; how to love for the other’s sake; how to love expecting nothing in return. St John wrote “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life” (John
3:16, NABRE).
According to St Paul, love does not come to an end, it does not fail (1 Cor. 13:8). Nothing can make the lover stop loving,
though the loved can refuse to be loved. And that being the case, then the loved has no love for the lover. What is love? Is
it about how I feel? I think it is not about the pleasure or happiness I feel about the other. It is a firm decision to love
despite one’s feeling; to love others because I love God who loved us first; to love because God is LOVE (1 John 4:7-8)),
and we were created in his image and likeness (Gen. 1:27). And so, according to St Paul, “Love is patient, love is kind. It
is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not
quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13: 4-7, NABRE).
Such kind of love will make husbands forgive their wives and still love them as they are. Same for wives towards their
husbands. It is a kind of love that keeps a lasting friendship despite human weaknesses and shortfalls. Where there is such
a love, parents will hold their children in high esteem as precious gifts from God and will be ready to offer them back to
God. Children also will not hold grudges against their parents or hate them; treat them disrespectfully or abandon and
neglect them.
In the first reading, God requested Abraham to take his only child Isaac, whom he loves, to a mountain in Moriah, and
while there, to offer him as a burnt offering. Abraham obeyed God and took his beloved son Isaac to the mountain to
sacrifice him. He believed God. He loved God more than he loved anybody else. And he was willing to obey God in spite
of his human reasoning and feelings. What he did is, therefore, one of our great models of faith. He held unto God’s
words, knowing full well, that God is able to provide us with whatever we need. The God who gave him Isaac at a very
old age – at an age when, humanly speaking, it would be impossible to beget a child – could still give him another child if
he so wants. If God kept his promise of giving him a child when all hope was gone, then Abraham could also trust him to
do more of the unexpected good.
Imagine being Isaac, and the kind of experience he had from a Father he loved. Could anyone forgive a father who
attempted to murder him or her. However, Isaac understood that his father did what he did according to what he
believed was God’s command. He loved his father still and never bore any grudges against his father until his father’s
death.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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The next Anointing Mass will be
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Days

9.00 am

Mon

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

Gospel Reading

1/3/21

R1: Dan 9:4-10

Lk 6:36-38

Tues

2/3/21

R1: Is 1:10, 16-20

Mt 23:1-12

Wed

3/3/21

R1: Jer 18:18-20

Mt 20:17-28

Thurs

4/3/21

R1: Jer 17:5-10

Lk 16:19-31

Fri

5/3/21

R1: Gen 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28

Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Brigid’s on Friday 28th May at 6.00pm and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
will be celebrated on Saturday 14th August and Sunday 15th August.
Confirmation is for children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age and First Eucharist for children in
Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age .
The meeting for parents/guardians will be held on Thursday 11th March at 6.30pm.
If you want your child/ children to participate in the Sacramental Preparation this year attendance at this meeting is necessary.

9.30 am

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 14th February 2021

By appointment only
4th Sunday of each month

28th March 2021

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : June Elizabeth Grounds
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Readings (R1 and R2)

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2021

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Memorials/Feasts

9.00am

Sunday Mass

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

7.00 am

to be advised

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Week-day Mass Readings

Frances Evans

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Franziska Peter, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson,
Matty Snow, Shawn Marshall, Gregory Humey, Peter Doring, John Sweeny, Daryl Williams, Ava Mansfield, Shirley
Jean Carr, Kath Fisher, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul
Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sandra Miller, Linda Hari, Nona Maguire,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

Stations of the Cross
Each Friday in Lent commencing at 5.00pm

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

650.90 For Clergy Support
1073.85 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Project Compassion - Pick up your Giving Box or Envelopes today

As we listen, this Lent we are called to “aspire not to have more, but to be more”. To hear in a new way, o let go
of those things that hold us back and take up other things that allow us to live more simply, to show a deep and
lasting respect for our global family and for the earth.
The Project Compassion story of Margret, is also a story of transformation. Margret is a teacher at a vocational
school for deaf students in the Solomon Islands. She was born deaf, so she knows the challenges it poses to education and employment. The school faced water shortages, with not enough to supply staff and students with
safe water for drinking, cooking, washing and growing vegetables. Then Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged the
school and its vegetable garden, amidst the threat of COVID-19. With Caritas Australia’s support, the school
installed water tanks, provided cyclone-proof building materials and helped to implement COVID-19 prevention
measures. The community has been transformed with enough water for its students and the capacity to cater for
more with plans to boost food security through increased agricultural production.

Lenten Program - LOOK TO JESUS
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart
Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First
Friday of each Month with the exception of 2nd
April 2021.
ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION
will be held on the last Friday of each month
commencing at 6.00pm. Please note: next Friday
the Rosary Procession follows after the Stations
of the Cross.

The program will be held at St Brigid’s every Monday
during Lent at 6.00pm.

The Catholic Leader has returned as a monthly newspaper
after a 10-month hiatus. Limited copies are available at this
parish for $4 each.
Subscribe today to receive The Catholic Leader at your door.
Visit catholicleader.com.au/subscribe to get started.

In an advertising campaign in February and March featuring international cricketer, Matthew
Hayden, the Archdiocese of Brisbane is inviting all baptised Catholics to reflect upon what it
means to be baptised Catholic with.
We’re looking for your help to:
Pray for the opening of hearts
Accompany those who are seeking
Welcome new faces
There will also be fliers in your parish that you can give to family, friends, or colleagues who
might be interested.
To sign up to be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to find out more, go to:
www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic.

