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Third Sunday of Lent - Yr B - 7 March 2021

First Reading

Ex 20:1-17

Third Sunday of Lent
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A reading from the book of Exodus

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery.
‘You shall have no gods except me.
‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath or in the waters
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God and I
punish the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show kindness
to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the man who
utters his name to misuse it.
‘Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day
is a Sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no work on that day, neither you nor your son nor your daughter nor
your servants, men or women, not your animals nor the stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made
the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has
blessed the Sabbath day and made it sacred.
‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God has given to
you. ‘You shall not kill. ‘You shall not commit adultery. ‘You shall not steal. ‘You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbour. ‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or
his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is his.’

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

3.

The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R.)

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

4

They are more to be desired than gold
than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey,
than honey from the comb. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 1:22-25

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the
Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to those who have been called, whether they are
Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 3:16

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel

Jn 2:13-25

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep
and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said
to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can
you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it
up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?’
But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.
During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he gave, but
Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence about any man; he could tell what a
man had in him.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
The Gospel reading of today relates how Jesus went to Jerusalem before the feast of Passover and entering the Temple, he
“found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and money changers sitting at their counters”. He took a cord and
made a whip out of it, and with that whip drove them all out of the Temple saying: “Take all this out of here and stop
turning my Father’s house into a market”. When the Jews asked him for a sign to prove his authority and right to such
action, he answered, “Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise it up”. In saying that, he was speaking of his own
body which they would destroy and which he would raised up on the third day. As the reading says: “and when he rose
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he said this, and they believed the Scripture and the words he had said”.
The incident that took place in the narrative of today’s Gospel reading reminds me of an earlier incident in St Luke’s
Gospel (chapter two) which has been taken as one of the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - the finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple. Whenever I recite the Rosary, I try to meditate and reflect on that
mystery. According to St Luke, the parents of Jesus went with him to Jerusalem for the annual Feast of the Passover. At
the end of the festival, they left without him thinking he must have been travelling home with some of their relatives or
friends, and not knowing he was still in the Temple. When Mary and Joseph could not find him among their relatives and
friends, after a day’s journey, they came back to look for him. After three day’s search, they found him “sitting among the
teachers listening to them and asking them questions. And all the people were amazed at his understanding and his
answers” (Luke 2:46-47). Surprised at seeing him there, Mary his mother asked why he put them – his father, Joseph and
herself - under such stress. And he responded: “why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house? Though they did not understand him, he followed them home and grew “in wisdom and in age and in
grace with God and men” (Luke 2:52).
Jesus’ love for God was today expressed as zeal for the Temple. It was written about him in the scriptures before he was
born as his disciples recalled the words “Zeal for your house will devour me”. He identified the Temple as his body.
‘Destroy this Temple and I will raise it up on the third day’. Identifying the temple with his body was described by St Paul
as a mystery. For Paul our bodies are the Temple of God the Spirit who lives in us as in a Temple. Thus, our bodies are
not ours but the body of Christ. As Paul puts it, “You know that your bodies are parts of the body of Christ. Shall I take a
part of Christ's body and make it part of the body of a prostitute? Impossible! …. But he who joins himself to the Lord
becomes spiritually one with him” (1 Cor. 6:15-17). What we do while we are in the body of Christ matters a lot to Christ.
If it is wrong be sure that Christ will flog us out of his body, the Church. We would not want that, would we? So, let us
examine our ways of living and amend our way, if it isn’t right.
The readings of today highlight further the mystery of the child Jesus in the Temple. As in the Gospel reading, he is the
Temple which was his body – destroyed and risen after three days. As in the second reading, he is the wisdom and power
of God for those who believe. At the age of twelve, he started manifesting his wisdom and all the people were amazed at
his wisdom and understanding. Gradually, he increased in wisdom until people like Paul after his death and resurrection
confessed him to be Wisdom incarnate with Divine authority. With this authority he gave the Law that must be obeyed The commandments. And the greatest commandment which summaries it all is Love God with all your might, and heart
and soul, and love one another as I have loved you. As Jesus says: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you” (John 15:13-14).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
ADONAI YOUTH GROUP OF ST BRIGID’S PARISH
We are glad that our Parish Adonai Youth Group is waxing strong. The number is increasing, New members
are joining. The group is full of potentials. Faith is shared and nourished. We meet for Mass every
Wednesday at 5.45pm here, and have talks that are based on Scripture and sound Catholic Tradition on issues
of faith and moral, with the Parish Priest present. And it is really great. We would like to take this
opportunity to invite New members. Come and be blessed.
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
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Wednesday
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Saturday Morning
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be
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Principal

Days

9.00 am

Mon

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
28th March 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
{{{{{

Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572
5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on
5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Priv Hosp-Southport Parish
5510 2222

Lk 4:24-30

Tues

9/3/21

R1: Dan 3:25, 34-43

Mt 18:21-35

Wed

10/3/21

R1: Deut 4:1, 5-9

Mt 5:17-19

Thurs

11/3/21

R1: Jer 7:23-28

Lk 11:14-23

Fri

12/3/21

R1: Hosea 14:2-10

Mk 12:28-34

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2021
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St Brigid’s on Friday 28th May at 6.00pm and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
will be celebrated on Saturday 14th August and Sunday 15th August.
Confirmation is for children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age and First Eucharist for children in
Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age .
The meeting for parents/guardians will be held on Thursday 11th March at 6.30pm.
If you want your child/ children to participate in the Sacramental Preparation this year attendance at this meeting is necessary.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

By appointment only

Frances Evans

March 7, 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
“You
Stations of the Cross
shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of
anything…” - Exodus 20:4
How many “gods”
Each Friday in Lent commencing at 5.00pm
do you put before God? “Idols” do not always take
the shape of physical things, things we can touch
and feel. Those are easy to recognize. Many times
they take the form of things we cannot touch and
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART
are much harder to spot like pride, power, ego, time,
comfort or health. Pray for God’s help to prune our The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart
vices and to grow in virtue.Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576
6466

R1: 2Kg 5:1-15

9.30 am

Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

HOSPITAL CALLS

8/3/21

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Shirley Ryan, Franziska Peter, Vera Horvat,

Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)

Gospel Reading

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : June Elizabeth Grounds
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Readings (R1 and R2)

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 28th February 2021

Thursday
Thursday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Memorials/Feasts

9.00am

Sunday Mass

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

7.00 am

to be advised

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Week-day Mass Readings

Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First
Friday of each Month with the exception of 2nd
April 2021.
ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION
will be held on the last Friday of each month
commencing at 6.00pm. Please note: During
Lent the Rosary Procession follows after the Stations of the Cross.

738.90 For Clergy Support
1147.10 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

Project Compassion - Pick up your Giving Box or Envelopes today

In today’s gospel, Jesus drives the traders out of the temple saying, “Stop making my Father’s house a market
place!” Jesus cleanses the temple because values have gone astray. This cleansing is symbolic of reform and
renewal. We are the Church—it is through our actions and works that we are the hands and feet of Christ in our
world today. Hearing of how, with some support from Caritas, communities are able to be architects of their own
development, brings about a change in us. We are invited to be part of the story, of working in partnership for a
better world. One such good news story is of Oliva which is featured in Project Compassion. Oliva is a mother of
four who did not have the opportunity to go to school in Tanzania, and was embarrassed that she was unable to
read, write or count. As an adult, her business was losing money because she could not add up. Then Oliva enrolled in Caritas Australia’s literacy and numeracy classes. Oliva has now graduated, attendance at her home
classes is growing, her kiosk is thriving and she is helping her children with their homework. She aims to
become a pastor and run for leadership to help he community to “Be More”.

Lenten Program - LOOK TO JESUS
The program will be held at St Brigid’s every Monday
during Lent at 6.00pm.

The Catholic Leader has returned as a monthly
newspaper after a 10-month hiatus. Limited copies are
available at this parish for $4 each.
Subscribe today to receive The Catholic Leader at your
door. Visit catholicleader.com.au/subscribe to get
started.

In an advertising campaign in February and March featuring international cricketer, Matthew
Hayden, the Archdiocese of Brisbane is inviting all baptised Catholics to reflect upon what it means
to be baptised Catholic with.
We’re looking for your help to:
Pray for the opening of hearts
Accompany those who are seeking
Welcome new faces
There will also be fliers in your parish that you can give to family, friends, or colleagues who might
be interested.
To sign up to be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to find out more, go to:
www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic.

