Fifth Sunday of Lent

Fifth Sunday of Lent - Yr B - 21 March 2021
First Reading

Jer 31:31-34

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12

(R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God.
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt.
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)
2. A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)

Second Reading

Heb 5:7-9

3.

Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you. (R.)

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Jn 12:26

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel

Jn 12:20-33
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Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Tim Horvat: Parish WHS & Safeguarding Officer

Dear Friends in Christ

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had
the power to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he
was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who obey
him the source of eternal salvation.

Gospel Acclamation
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new covenant with the House of
Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to
show them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House
of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it
on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my people. There will be no further need for
neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all
know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity
and never call their sin to mind.

21 March 2021

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who
came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went
to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them:
‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat
grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves
me, my Father will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this
hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. And
when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent. Next Sunday is Palm Sunday which begins Holy Week – a week made holy by
the Easter Triduum: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday. And then comes Easter Sunday ushering in the
Easter season. The readings from now on will be focusing more on the Paschal mystery that incorporates the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. As the readings will continue to show, Jesus would be ministering within Jerusalem or its environs where the chief priests, elders, scribes, Pharisees, and the Herodians would be conspiring to
get rid of him. In today’s Gospel, Jesus sees himself as a grain of wheat that would fall to the ground and die in
order to bear rich and everlasting fruit. Through that, the Father will glorify his Name.
Jesus’ use of the image of a grain of wheat in today’s Gospel reading indicates that it also represents all of
Jesus’ followers, who are called to prioritise their love for Jesus over their own life. Anyone who serves God as a
follower of Jesus must be ready to die like a grain of wheat planted for a rich harvest. As Christ’s servants, it is expected that we should follow in the footsteps of the Master, Jesus, who suffered, died, was buried. And rose on the
third day from the grave in that glorious resurrection that brings life to millions of people. St Peter aptly expressed
it thus: “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his
footsteps” (1 Peter 2:21). He did not only suffer for us but laid down his life that we might be saved and have everlasting life.
Jesus commanded his followers to love one another as he loved them and gave his life for them (John 15:12-13). It
would be quite challenging, if not impossible, for someone full of self-love, who loves his or her own life more than
anything else, to give his or her life for the survival of others. However, whoever loves his life will lose it, just as
Jesus says, but “anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life”. The letter to the Hebrews
advises us to look up to Jesus, “the leader and perfecter of our faith”, who “for the sake of the joy” and glory that
lay ahead, did not save his life because he loved it, but “endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2b). That is how he hated his life. Psalm 63:4 says that it is better to enjoy God’s love than to enjoy life, especially the life of sin or a life lacking in Christ-sake-love.
St Paul teaches that all Christians should consider themselves dead to sin and alive to God (Romans 6:10-12). Only
those who are alive to sin can put up with sin or even enjoy it. Like a grain of wheat planted for a rich harvest,
Christians should die first to sin so as to germinate to new life and grow in Christ (1 John 2:6). No one who lives
for Christ lives for himself but only for Christ (2 Cor. 5:15). And life in Christ is a righteous life, a pure life, a life of
resurrection, purified by the heat and decomposition of the grave and washed clean in the blood of the new and
everlasting covenant in Christ. In that blood shed for the forgiveness of sins, the
redeemed have entered the new covenant which God promised through Jeremiah. We are the people of that new
covenant in whose hearts God’s Law has been planted and written (see 1 st Reading). It is then for us to obey God
and keep his Law written in our hearts: that inner voice that tells us promptingly “learn to do good, cease to do
evil” (Isaiah 1:16-17).
What we Christians are commanded to do is not an easy a task. Sometimes the experience is like that of St Paul
who said: “What I do, I do not understand. …. For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want. ….
What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is taking me to death?” (Romans 7:14-25;
3:23-26). God understands this human condition, and so he sent his Son as a lamb of sacrifice whose blood will
seal our new and eternal covenant with him – a covenant with which God says: “I will forgive their iniquity and
never call their sin to mind” (1 st Reading). This last bit should not be an encouragement to continue sinning. No, it
is to save us from hopelessness and despair in our repeated and frequent fallings into the sin we hated and sincerely
want to get rid of. Falling to the ground and dying to sin in order to sprout to new life in Christ, may not be a oneoff task. So, keep rising, don’t lose hope. Jesus says whoever “serves me, my Father will honour him”.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Week-day Mass Readings
Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

22/3/21

R1: Dan 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62

Jn 8:1-11

Tues

23/3/21

R1: Num 21:4-9

Jn 8:21-30

Wed

24/3/21

R1:Dan 3:14-20,24-25, 28

Jn 8:31-42

Sunday Mass

Thurs

25/3/21

R1: Is 7:10-14,8:10; Heb 10:4-10

Lk 1:26-38

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Fri

26/3/21

R1: Jer 20:10-13

Jn 10:31-42

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

7.00 am

Days

9.00 am

Mon

9.00am

to be advised

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.
No 10.30am Mass 28th March at Nerang
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
28th March 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

9.30 am

By appointment only

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Gabino Orcullo Sr, Roberta Orcullo and Kath Fisher
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan,
Franziska Peter, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

March 21, 2021 - 5th Sunday of Lent
“I will be
their God and they shall be my people.”- JEREMIAH
31:33

Stations of the Cross

Annunciation of the Lord

NEW LEADERS ADONAI YOUTH GROUP OF ST BRIGID’S PARISH
Last Wednesday 17th March 2021 the Adonai Youth Group had their first Election. Chloe Eid and Jacob Irwin were elected as Youth Leaders. We say Congratulations to Chloe and Jacob and wish them success for their leadership for the
future.
The Adonai Youth Group meet for Mass every Wednesday at 5.45pm here, and have talks that are based on Scripture and sound Catholic Tradition on issues of faith and morals, with the Parish Priest present. And it is really
great. We would like to take this opportunity to invite New members. Come and be blessed.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 14th March 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

784.35 For Clergy Support
1111.95 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation
1st Session
Sunday 18 April
Immediately after 8:30 mass
2nd Session
Thurs 22 April
6:00pm
3rd Session
Sunday 2 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
4th Session
Sunday 9 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
5th Session
Sunday 16 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
6th Session
Sunday 23 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Reconciliation / Final Prep
Thurs 27 May 6:00pm
PALM SUNDAY

Each Friday in Lent commencing at 5.00pm

What does it mean to be God’s people? It means
we recognize that everything we have and everything we are belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART
has given us. It means we are willing to use our
The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart
gifts and our lives to care for our family, our neighbors and for people we don’t know, just as God Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First
cares for each of us.
Weekly Bible Reflections | Bulletin Friday of each Month with the exception of 2nd
Inserts | About Stewardship | Archdiocese of St Louis (archstl.org)

Memorials/Feasts

Sat 27th March
Vigil Mass with blessing of palms
Sun 28th March
Mass
St John’s Beechmont
Mass
RECONCILIATION BY APPOINTMENT
EASTER TRIDUUM MASS TIMES

April 2021.

Holy Thursday 1st April

Mass of the Lords Supper
Adoration til

7.00pm
12.00am

Lenten Program - LOOK TO JESUS

Good Friday 2nd April

The program will be held at St Brigid’s every Monday
during Lent at 6.00pm. For the Lenten Program Book
please go to the Evangelisation Brisbane Website

Stations of the Cross
Liturgy of the Lords Passion

10.00am
3.00pm

Easter Sunday

Vigil Saturday Evening 3rd April
Sunday Morning 4th April

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 2021

RCIA program every Sunday commencing
at 4.00 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Centre.
All candidates for RCIA are requested to
attend.

6.00pm
8.30am
10.30am

6.30pm
8.30am & 10:30am

