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Third Sunday of Easter - Yr B - 18 April 2021 
 

First Reading    Acts 3:13-15. 17-19    A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, and it is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same Jesus you handed over and then disowned in the 
presence of Pilate, after Pilate had decided to release him. It was you who accused the Holy One, the Just 
One, you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you killed the prince of life. God, however, raised 
him from the dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses. 

‘Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor your leaders had any idea what you were really doing; this was 
the way God carried out what he had foretold, when he said through all his prophets that his Christ would 
suffer. Now you must repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.’ 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 4:2. 4. 7. 9. R. v.7 

(R.) Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 

1. When I call, answer me, O God of justice;  
from anguish you released me, have mercy and hear me! (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he loves;  
the Lord hears me whenever I call him. (R.) 

3. ‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say.  
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. (R.) 

4. I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once,  
for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (R.) 

Second Reading    1 Jn 2:1-5    A reading from the first letter of St John 

I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning; but if anyone should sin, we have our advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, who is just; he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, and not only ours, but the 
whole world’s.  We can be sure that we know God only by keeping his commandments.  Anyone who says, 
‘I know him’, and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, refusing to admit the truth.  But when anyone  
does obey what he has said, God’s love comes to perfection in him. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    See Lk 24:32 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: 
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel    Lk 24:35-48    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the 
breaking of bread. 

They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said, ‘Why are you 
so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. 
Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.’ And as he said 
this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they could not believe it, and they 
stood dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece of 
grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes. 

Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I was still with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would 
be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’ 
 
 
 

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owners 

3rd Sunday of Easter        18  April  2021    

My dear friends 
 

There was an old, abandoned chapel hidden in a cave in a forest far away from the surrounding villages. No one else 

knew it was there, or so they thought. But there lived in the same forest a hermit and a man ostracised from this  

community for speaking the truth in defence of God against the King. One day, the hermit discovered the old chapel and 

it became his place of worship and pilgrimage. He had a door fixed and secured it with a padlock and key. Each day he 

would walk an hour thirty minutes to-and-fro the chapel. The exiled man also discovered the chapel and that became a 

place of refuge for him each night, to save himself from being killed by the beasts. He had a door fixed and secured it with 

his padlock and key as well. 
 

One day the man was terribly hungry and he cried to God for food and drink. That same day the monk decided to start 

offering a sacrifice of bread and wine every evening in the chapel. To their surprise miracles began to happen. Each  

morning, the monk would discover the bread and wine of the previous day gone, with no trace of human or animal  

presence in the cave as his key was not tampered with. God had consumed his sacrifice, so he believed. He became more  

zealous, faithful, and full of love for God and his neighbour. And his prayers, fervent and faith-filled. On the other hand, 

the exiled man opened his door to the cave and found fresh bread and wine set for him. At last he had something to eat. 

Who could have done this if not the God he cried to for food? He was so grateful to God the Ever-Dependable-Provider. 

Early in the morning he left to return to the area of the forest he was constricted to by the king. 
 

Neither of the men knew all the truth, but they knew one eternal truth: for one, there is a living God who consumes  

sacrifices, and for the other, the God who answers prayers. Neither of them knew there were two doors to the chapel, but 

they were convinced that it was the place they could find God, and thus were consoled and strengthened. They did not 

see him but they believed. And so they were happy, until the hermit met an agnostic. He was happy to tell his story - of 

how God was real to him. The agnostic investigated and nearly believed for there was no evidence of human or animal 

being that was eating the bread and wine. However, being who he believed he was, he would not give up. And priding 

himself of believing only in verifiable truths, he decided not to surrender to faith.  
 

He set up a secret camera in the cave. And the truth was found. Was not God the one consuming the bread and wine? 

And was he not the one providing the food? He wasn’t, so they thought. The Monk was disappointed and stopped his 

sacrifices, though he goes to the chapel to pray as usual. His zeal and joy-in-the-spirit were gone. His prayers became 

weak and just said out of routine. The exiled man also continued to go to the chapel. But found no more food. Hungry 

and frustrated he lost hope in God. His grateful heart died and after some days, he was found dead in the chapel by the 

monk. And the monk wept.  
 

One day, while the monk was in tears, grieving over the death of his God-in-human-body brother, God spoke to the  

agnostic and said, “You see what you have done, I lost a grateful heart and a fervent soul”. But the agnostic said, “I only 

revealed the truth”. And God asked, “What do you know about the Truth and the Life?” 
 

Dear friends, Jesus is risen. We are the Easter people. We are witnesses to his resurrection. That is an eternal and  

lifesaving truth. It is not the verifiable but apparent truth of the agnostics and atheists. Our God is alive and real,  

especially in the sacred species of bread and wine. He is enthroned in all the Tabernacles of our Blessed Sacrament  

Chapels. He receives our sacrifices of praise, thanksgiving and love. He answers all our prayers for blessings, protection 

and forgiveness. “And to that fact we are witnesses” (see First Reading).  
 

If they had not entertained doubt in their hearts, the agnostic would not have remained only on the level of human  

reasoning and verifiable truth; the monk would not have given up his sacrifice, for God the exiled man, ate the sacrifice; 

and the exiled man would not have died frustrated, for it was written that the Christ would suffer, die and rise again. We 

share his suffering so as to share in his resurrection. Some people can underestimate the disastrous effects of doubt and  

ignorance of the spiritual realities. St Peter said in the first reading “neither you nor your leaders had any idea what you 

were really doing”. And so, the readings of today tell us to repent and receive God’s forgiveness; to believe and bear  

witness to the Truth: JESUS IS ALIVE! Alleluia. 

               Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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  MATTHEW VINE 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday         5.45 pm    

Saturday  Morning         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

Third Saturday of the  month at       9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be               to be advised                  
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am                                                            
        10.30am - except 4th Sundays for                          
                Beechmont ...see below. 

       No 10.30am Mass on 25th April at Nerang 

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month  -  10.30am  
Next Mass at St John’s    25th April  2021 
 

          B 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am          

Saturday  at  8.30am.    
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ By appointment only 

HOSPITAL CALLS 

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466    

Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish  5572 5433    

John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 
2165  

University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Par-
ish 5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Elisabetta Colella, Tomo Milakdovic 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:               
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan, 
Franziska Peter, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland 
 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 
We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Ne-

rang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

MUST ABIDE BY AND  ADHERE TO THE  

REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT 

& THE  AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCI-

PLES. The Privacy  Act impacts upon us 

all today and if you wish to  peruse the 

Compliance Requirements and the Pri-

vacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan 

Website:   www.bne.catholic.net.au. The 

Policy is  on our website 

Remember to return the Caritas 

 Project Compassion Boxes and 

 Envelopes 

 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  11th April  2021 
  

1ST COLLECTION:    $                    869.75  For Clergy Support     

2ND COLLECTION:   $                   1085.50 For Parish expenses such as administration &  maintenance of all our  buildings  & properties.  
 
We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to 
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners 
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.  Be assured of our  

prayers, and of your divine rewards.                                 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

 

 

 Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation 
1st Session       Sunday  18 April    Immediately after 8:30 mass 
2nd Session     Thurs    22 April      6:00pm 
3rd Session      Sunday   2 May   Immediately after 8:30 mass 
4th Session       Sunday   9  May   Immediately after 8:30 mass 
5th Session       Sunday  16 May    Immediately after 8:30 mass 
6th Session       Sunday  23 May   Immediately after 8:30 mass 
Reconciliation / Final Prep     Thurs  27 May   6:00pm 

Week-day Mass Readings 

Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 19/4/21 Monday 3rd Wk of Easter R1: Acts 6:8-15 Jn 6:22-29 

Tues 20/4/21 Tuesday 3rd Wk of Easter R1: Acts  7:51-8:1 Jn 6:30-35 

Wed 21/4/21 Wednesday 3rd Wk of Easter R1:Acts 8:1-8 Jn 6:35-40 

Thurs 22/4/21  Thursday 3rd Wk of Easter 
   

R1:  Acts 8:26-40 Jn 6:4-51 

Fri 23/4/21  Friday 3rd Wk of Easter R1:  Acts 9:1-20 Jn 6: 52-59 

                        A VOCATION VIEW:   Easter: Resurrection and 
   new life; to be begotten by God. A new life  
   achieved from a conquered tomb. Meaning for 
   life for people for thousands of years. Nothing m
   ore secure, nothing more lasting. “As the father 
   sent me, so I am sending you …”  
       
    [ 

 To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation 
Brisbane:   1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au  vocation-
brisbane.com.au 

 

   

 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED 
HEART 

 

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First 
Friday of Each Month.  
 

ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT  
PROCESSION  

will be held on the last Friday of each month  
commencing at 6.00pm. 

 April 18, 2021—3
rd

 Sunday of Easter 

“Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace 
be with you.’  But they were startled and frightened…” - 
LUKE 24:36-37        Throughout the day we have many 
opportunities to “see the face of Jesus” in others and to “be 
the face of Jesus” to others.  Do we take that opportunity to 
provide “peace” to those we encounter or are we afraid of 
what others will think of us and do nothing?  Pray for the 
strength and courage to live a “God-centered” life and not a 
“self-centered” life.      https://www.archstl.org/about-
stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections) 

NEW LEADERS ADONAI YOUTH GROUP OF ST BRIGID’S PARISH 
 
 

On Wednesday 17th March  2021 the  Adonai Youth Group had their first Election. Chloe Eid and Jacob Irwin were elected 
as Youth Leaders. We say Congratulations to Chloe and Jacob and wish them success for their leadership for the  
future.  

The Adonai Youth Group  meet for Mass every  Wednesday at 5.45pm here, and have talks that are based on Scrip-

ture and sound Catholic Tradition on issues of faith and morals, with the Parish Priest present. And it is really 

great.  We would like to take this opportunity to invite New members. Come and be blessed. 

Thank you to Parishioners and Visitors 
 
During Lent the Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal was conducted  and the appeal to date in our parish has reached  
$ 1295.05. 
 

The Collection for the Holy Land was held on Good Friday and the total  collected was $1360.30. 
This money has now been forwarded on and we thank you very much  for your generosity. 


