4th Sunday of Easter

4th Sunday of Easter - Yr B - 25 April 2021
First Reading

Acts 4:8-12

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 117:1. 8-9. 21-23. 26. 28-29. R. v.22

(R.) The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
3.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
for his love has no end.
is he who comes.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
than to trust in men:
I will thank you for you have given answer
it is better to take refuge in the Lord
and you are my saviour.
than to trust in princes. (R.)
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;
2. I will thank you for you have given answer
for his love has no end. (R.)
and you are my saviour.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Jn 3:1-2

A reading from the first letter of St John

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be called God’s children; and that is what
we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear
people, we are already the children of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; all
we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 10:11-18
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the people, and elders! If you are questioning us today
about an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us how he was healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and
would indeed be glad to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by this name and by no other that this
man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, here in your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by you
the builders, but which has proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in the world given to men, this is
the only one by which we can be saved.’

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said:
‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep. The hired
man, since he is not the shepherd and the sheep do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and runs
away as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; this is
because he is only a hired man and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my
own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for my sheep. And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have to lead as
well. They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock and one shepherd. The Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me; I lay it down
of my own free will, and as it is in my power to lay it down, so it is in my power to take it up again; and
this is the command I have been given by my Father.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear Friends
Last Wednesday, during our weekly Evening Mass/Youth Program, I had a Question-and-Answer session with the Adonai Youth
Group of our Parish. It was really exciting to see how our youth were so keen to know more about God and the Church. Their bright
glistering and focused eyes revealed that inner desire and attentiveness toward godly discussions on issues of faith and morals. One of
the side questions that came up during the session was: “Since the Bible says that there is no other name by which people are saved,
does it mean that those of other religions or faiths and those who profess unbelief in Jesus Christ will not be saved?”.
That was a sensitive question, given the fact that we are living in a multicultural and multi-religious society where families and
corporations are beaded with socio-cultural differences and interreligious harmony. For the Christian parties who find themselves in
such a familial amalgamations of inter-faith persons, the concern for the salvation of the souls of their loved ones outside the Jesus’
sheepfold, becomes a worry if what St Peter said in Acts of the Apostles (the First Reading) is considered. While addressing the crowd
who witnessed the miraculous healing of a cripple at the Beautiful Gate, Peter explained that he was healed by the power in the Name
of Jesus. He then added: “For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the only one by which we can be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Since God, out of love, wants everyone to repent and be saved, and come to the Knowledge of the truth, (see 2 Peter 3:9; and 1 Tim.
2:4), how is he going to grant salvation to those who apparently are not Christians? St John, in the second reading, says that God has
lavished his love on us by letting us be called his children - children not only in the created order but also in the divine order. Jesus, by
laying down his life for us has bought for us our redemption, saving us from Satan, sin and death, and has made us the adopted
children of God. In Jesus Christ we now share in God’s divine nature as brothers and sisters of him who is God’s divine Son. Though,
now our participation in the divine nature has not been fully revealed, as St John says, “when it is revealed we shall be like him because
we shall see him as he really is” (see 2nd Reading). St John also makes a distinction that this salvation, justification and glorification are
meant only for those who acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Lord and saviour.
However, St John believes that some people in ‘the world refused to acknowledge” Jesus Christ, and so, cannot be God’s children who
incidentally are the sheep of Jesus’ flock. Nonetheless, the identity of those who acknowledge Jesus is not defined by what human eyes
and ears see and hear. In today’s Gospel Reading, Jesus says he is “the good shepherd” who lays down his life for his sheep. And he
said “there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have to lead as well. They too will listen to my voice”.
The story of Cornelius in Acts of the Apostles chapter 10 shows how Jesus cares for those sheep outside his fold. Cornelius was a Roman
centurion in the Italian Cohort stationed at Caesarea. He and his household were religious, God-fearing and generous people. They
constantly prayed to God. On one occasion while they were saying their three O’clock prayers, an angel of God appeared to him in a
vision and said, “Your prayers and almsgiving have ascended as a memorial offering before God. Now send some men to Joppa and
summon one Simon who is called Peter” (Acts 10:4-5). When the angel departed, he called his men and sent them to fetch Peter. Peter
on the other hand had received a set of three visions from God metaphorically telling him not to disregard the invitation because
Cornelius and his household were Gentiles.
When Peter heard the men’s message, he followed them to the house of Cornelius which being a Jew he was forbidden to enter, for
Gentiles were regarded as ‘unclean’. Arriving at the house of Cornelius, and having listened to Cornelius narrate his vision, Peter
exclaimed: “I now realize that it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. Those who fear him and do what is right are
acceptable to him, no matter what race they belong to” (Acts 10:34-35). And as he was preaching in the Name of Jesus, the Holy Spirit
came upon Cornelius and his household. When Peter saw that, he called for them to be baptised. And they were all baptised at that
moment.
God knows his own. Jesus the Good Shepherd knows his sheep and they know him. And as he said, “there are other sheep I have that
are not of this fold”. He leads them as well and they too will listen to his voice and be saved. Those sheep outside the fold are our
brothers and sister who are not yet of the same faith as us; who fear God and live a good life. At one point in their lives, the Angel of
Good Counsel will visit them just like he did to Cornelius and give them the opportunity either to acknowledge or refuse to
acknowledge Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. As the Good Shepherd, he cares for all with all his life.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass

Week-day Mass Readings
Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

26/4/21

St Mark, evangelist

R1: 1 Pet 5:5-14

Mark 16:15-20

Tues

27/4/21

Tuesday 4th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 11:19-26

Jn 10:22-30

Wed

28/4/21

St Peter Chanel, priest, martyr

R1:Acts 12:24—13:5

Jn 12:44-50

Sunday Mass

Thurs

29/4/21

R1: Acts 13:13-25

Jn 13:16-20

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

St Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor

Fri

30/4/21

Friday 4th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 13:26-33

Jn 14:1-6

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

The next Anointing Mass will be

7.00 am

Days

9.00 am

Mon

9.00am

to be advised

6.00 pm
8.30 am
10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.
N.B. No Beechmont Mass today 25th April 2021.
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
23rd May 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

9.30 am

By appointment only

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Elisabetta Colella, Tomo Milakdovic
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Steve French

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan,
Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

HOSPITAL CALLS
Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222
April 25, 2021
4th Sunday of Easter
“I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my life for the
sheep…and they will heed my voice.” - JOHN 10:14-16
When you pray, do you only ask Jesus for the things that
you want? Do you ever ask Him what He wants from
you? How do you listen for His response? Many times
Jesus responds in “quiet whispers” that are not so obvious. So, take time every day, in silence, to actively listen
for His voice.
https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/

bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections)

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED
HEART

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart
Mass will commence at 10.00pm on the First
Friday of Each Month. Next devotion is on
7th May 2021
ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT
PROCESSION
will be held on the last Friday of each month
commencing at 6.00pm.

Remember to return the Caritas
Project Compassion Boxes and
Envelopes

BAPTISM PREPARATION -

The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Saturday 29th May 2021 at 10.15
am.
All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 18th April 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

701.20 For Clergy Support
1159.75 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation
1st Session
Sunday 18 April
Immediately after 8:30 mass
2nd Session
Thurs 22 April
6:00pm
3rd Session
Sunday 2 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
4th Session
Sunday 9 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
5th Session
Sunday 16 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
6th Session
Sunday 23 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Reconciliation / Final Prep
Thurs 27 May 6:00pm
Thank you to Parishioners and Visitors
During Lent the Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal was conducted and the appeal to date in our parish has reached
$ 1295.05.
The Collection for the Holy Land was held on Good Friday and the total collected was $1360.30.
This money has now been forwarded on and we thank you very much for your generosity.

A VOCATION VIEW: This is the World Day of
Prayer for Vocations. The world needs worthy
leaders, Good Shepherds of the 21st Century,
caring unselfishly for the needs of God’s people.
Please, pray for Vocations.
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To talk to someone about your vocation, contact Vocation
Brisbane: 1300 133 544 vocation@bne.catholic.net.au vocationbrisbane.com.au

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT
& THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us

all today and if you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan
Website: www.bne.catholic.net.au. The
Policy is on our website

