Fifth Sunday of Easter - Yr B – 2 May 2021
First Reading

Acts 9:26-31

Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they could not
believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced him to the apostles,
and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them in Jerusalem,
preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with
them, they became determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent
him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in peace, building themselves up,
living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm
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(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

My Dear People of God

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus said: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.” Why would Jesus say that? Have we not seen and heard
people who are staying apart from him and are great in their own ways - great and good teachers, artists, lawyers, doctors,
scientists, businessmen and women, etc., who do not know Him nor have anything to do with Him? Can Jesus be telling
lies when he is the Truth. I do not think so, I believe in what he said. He cannot be myopic in His thoughts because He is
all-knowing. Think of the time, energy and resources which St Paul invested in trying to kill and silence the followers of
Jesus. He thought he was right by working to bring sanity to his Jewish socio-cultural and religious society, until he
encountered Jesus. After then, as in today’s first reading, he sought to gain acceptance into the Jerusalem community of
Jesus’ believers which he previously persecuted. Why? Because he encountered Jesus. There are many people who are
really working hard but achieving nothing. Not that they are not good or productive of good, but what they are achieving
is outside Christ. And so, their fruit cannot endure for eternal salvation of souls.

Second Reading

1 Jn 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John

My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active; only by this can we
be certain that we are the children of the truth and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us, because God is greater than our conscience and he knows
everything. My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, we need not be afraid in
God’s presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep his commandments and live
the kind of life that he wants. His commandments are these: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and that we love one another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and
God lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 15:4-5

Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more. You are pruned already, by
means of the word that I have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch
cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I
am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off
from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown
away – he withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, and they are burnt. If you remain
in me and my words remain in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my
Father that you should bear much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners

Having said that, however, we must note that Jesus was talking to His disciples, to those who have left everything and
followed Him. When we were baptised, we were baptised into the life of Jesus who took our death and gave us His life.
We became the disciples of Jesus. Thus, we were called to live no longer for ourselves but only for Him who for our sake
died and rose again (1 Cor 5:15). At baptism we chose to leave everything to follow Him. Jesus said: “If anyone comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, even their own life — such a
person cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). And St James puts it this way: “…. don’t you know that friendship with the
world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of
God.” (James 4:4-). That sounds strange! Shall we then hate our family members, and the world which God created and
made for us to live in?
I think Jesus was trying to pass on to us the fact that there are opposing forces militating against him and his teachings.
And so, towards the end of the chapter from where the gospel of today was taken, He said: “As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you” (John 15:18-19). Living a truly
Christian life in our contemporary world is like swimming against the current. Jesus knows this. But in the same chapter
He says: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit — fruit that
will last — and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you” (John 15:16).
So, we are called, chosen and sent, to go out to this opposing world that hates us to bear fruit – not to waste our time
bearing useless or temporary fruit, but fruit that will escort us into heaven (see Rev. 14:13). And we cannot to be alive and
bear fruit comfortably, unless we are attached to Jesus as vine branches are attached to the vine. Sometimes, we might be
working against God thinking we are working for him as did St Paul who was called Saul. He heard about Jesus and
hated him, thinking it was good to do so. But when he encountered Jesus, he realised he was wrong. Saved by grace he
started preaching in Jesus’ Name, and doing good works. And he bore enduring fruits that have lasted. But the world
hated him too.
St Luke referring to Paul in the first reading of today says: “after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them,
they became determined to kill him.” Although, nobody will threaten to kill us, but if any of us have had a conversion
experience, he or she will attest to how hard it is to live the Christian life among old friends, colleagues, former mates, etc.
St Paul knew what it entails. And so he says: “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God
(Phil. 1:9-11).
I pray that we shall all be filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes from obedience to Jesus’ command of love.
As St John said in today’s second reading: “Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and God lives in him. We
know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us.”
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

3/5/21

Sts Philip & James, apostles

R1: 1 Cor 15:1-8

Jn 14:6-14

Tues

4/5/21

Tuesday 5th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 14:19-28

Jn 14:27-31

Wed

5/5/21

Wednesday 5th Wk of Easter

R1:Acts 15:1-6

Jn 15:1-8

Thurs

6/5/21

Thursday 5th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 15:7-21

Jn 15:9-11

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

Fri

7/5/21

Friday 5th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 15:22-31

Jn 15:12-17

10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.

PARISH NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT STARTS ON 14TH MAY 2021. It will end
with a 3-Day Evening Retreat. Details will be communicated to you next weekend.

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

7.00 am

Days

9.00 am

Mon

9.00am

15th May 2021

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Memorials/Feasts

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

The next Anointing Mass will be

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
23rd May 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

9.30 am

By appointment only

Mass at Earle Haven - 1st Friday—7th May at 9.00am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Elisabetta Colella, Tomo Milakdovic
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Steve French

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan,
Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

DEVOTION TO MARY DURING MONTH OF MAY
Rosary and Benediction will be at 6.00pm every
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during the
month of May. Parishioners are encouraged to say
more daily Rosary prayers during this Month.
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart Mass will
commence at 10.00pm on the First Friday of Each Month.
Next devotion is on 7th May 2021
ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT
PROCESSION
will be held on the last Friday of each month
commencing at 6.00pm.

Week-day Mass Readings

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish
Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The

Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the
Compliance Requirements and the
Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website:

Please remember to return
any Caritas Boxes and/or
Envelopes as soon as
possible.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Saturday 29th May 2021 at 10.15
am. This meeting will take place on the last Saturday of each month. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 25th April 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

880.60 For Clergy Support
1325.65 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation
3rd Session
Sunday
4th Session
Sunday
5th Session
Sunday
6th Session
Sunday
Reconciliation / Final Prep

2 May
9 May
16 May
23 May

Immediately after 8:30 mass
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Thurs 27 May 6:00pm

March for Life 2021

Saturday 8 May 2:30pm
Speakers' Corner Parliament house.
We RALLY for the UNBORN, for
proper care for pregnant WOMEN and
for the GENERATIONS to come.
Please bring friends and family with
you.
We are also marching against the push to
legalise euthanasia.
Please come along and bring your family
and friends. It will be a family-friendly Covid
Safe event.

