Sixth Sunday of Easter - Yr B – 9 May 2021
First Reading

Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself. But
Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man after all!’
Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does not have
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.’
While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had
accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the pagans
too, since they could hear them speaking strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter
himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they have received the
Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He then gave orders for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay on for some days.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 97:1-4. R. see v.2

(R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
3.
All the ends of the earth have seen
for he has worked wonders.
the salvation of our God.
His right hand and his holy arm
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
have brought salvation. (R.)
ring out your joy. (R.)
2. The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Jn 4:11-16

A reading from the first letter of St John

My dear people, since God has loved us so much, we too should love one another. No one has ever seen
God; but as long as we love one another God will live in us and his love will be complete in us. We can
know that we are living in him and he is living in us because he lets us share his Spirit. We ourselves saw
and we testify that the Father sent his Son as saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God lives in him, and he in God. We ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love
towards ourselves. God is love and anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in him.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 14:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord said: I will not leave you orphans.
I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 17:11-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
‘Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one like us. While
I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. I have watched over them and not
one is lost except the one who chose to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. But now I am
coming to you and while still in the world I say these things to share my joy with them to the full. I
passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no more
than I belong to the world. I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world,
and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owners
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Dear People of God
The Holy Spirit is the life principle of all that exists. He is always at work from the beginning of everything created or
formed. At the beginning, from the story of creation in the book of Genesis, the Holy Spirit was depicted as the Wind that
hovered over the disordered and empty world, beautifully bringing into existence at God’s Word everything there is.
Throughout the history of the world and of the Church, the Holy Spirit has been at work to make manifest the power,
wisdom and greatness of God.
Precisely, the Holy Spirit is instrumental in the establishment of the Church and in making people Christians. He was
there at the beginning of Jesus’ life when He overshadowed Mary; at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry immediately after
his baptism, when He rested on Jesus as the heavenly dove; and at the birth of the Church on the Pentecost day. So, from
the beginning, and at every beginning, God begins every good work and brings it to completion by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Scripturally, there is no other book that highlights and portrays the activities and operation of the Holy Spirit as does St.
Luke’s Acts of the Apostles. In this fifth book of the New Testament, St. Luke recorded in a historical form, the activities of
the first Christian community under the apostles and the spread and establishment of churches, and appointment of
deacons and elders of the Church. It is full of stories of the demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit – conversion,
healing, guidance, leading, and so on. Anyone who wants to understand and know more about the workings of the Holy
Spirit in the life of an individual Christian and of the Christian community, should have a thorough read of The Acts of the
Apostles meditatively.
For some people, the Holy Spirit is merely a force, a supernatural power, an energy, and so on. But for us who believe, he
is a person, the third person of the blessed trinity. He is God, with God the Father and God the Son. He is God’s gift to
those who obey him (Acts 5:32). In the first reading of today, we saw how God gave the Holy Spirit generously to
Cornelius and his household, because Cornelius and his household were God-fearing. After hearing how good, generous,
and prayerful Cornelius with his household had been, Peter acknowledged that “God does not have favourites, but that
anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him”. And so, God proved to Peter and
his Jewish companions that he does not refuse the Holy Spirit to those who are docile to his word.
Peter least expected God to pour upon Cornelius and his household the gift of his Spirit. In his estimation, Cornelius was
unclean, because he was a Gentile and not a Jew. He did not realise that, though Cornelius was a Gentile, he was
approved of by God for living a very good and prayerful life. The manifestation of the presence of the Holy Spirit was
needed to prove to Peter and his companions that God accepted Cornelius and his household. We must acknowledge
also that it was God who initiated the idea of Cornelius bringing Peter for the impartation of the Holy Spirit. God was in
a way saying to Cornelius, ‘though you are a good, generous and prayerful man, something more needs to be done, and
that is to know Jesus, to accept him in obedience and receive his Spirit. The Gospel relates how Jesus told the rich young
man that to be perfect, he needed to go and sell all he had, give the money to the poor and come and follow him. Why?
Because the rich young man prided himself on keeping all the commandments of God and felt there was nothing more to
do in order to be perfect. To be perfect, we have to follow Jesus and live by his Spirit.
Through the Holy Spirit, God lives in the faithful as in a temple. As St John, in the second reading acknowledges, we can
be sure that God is living in us and we in him, because “he lets us share his Spirit”. Catholics believe that through
baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist, the faithful receive the Holy Spirit. But the Holy Spirit bears fruit in the faithful,
only if they are consecrated in God’s Word, that is, if they are made holy by following the God’s word which is also the
truth. And so, Jesus prayed in today’s Gospel reading that his followers be consecrated in the truth, adding that God’s
“word is truth”. Jesus’ words are Spirit and Life (John 6:63).
Dear friends, as we prepare for Pentecost, it is time to take the word of God seriously. To know more of the word of God
– not just to know for knowing’s sake, but to know in order to keep it. We nourish our lives and souls with the word of
God, the words of Christ, which was spoken and written by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

10/5/21

Monday 6th Wk of Easter

R1: 1 Acts 16:11-15

Jn 15:26-16:4

Tues

11/5/21

Tuesday 6th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 16:22-34

Jn 16:5-11

Wed

12/5/21

Wednesday 6th Wk of Easter

R1:Acts 17:15, 22-18:1

Jn 116:12-15

Thurs

13/5/21

Our Lady of Fatima

R1: Acts 18:1-8

Jn 16:16-20

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

Fri

14/5/21

St. Matthias, apostle

R1: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26

Jn 15:9-17

10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.

We join our mothers to celebrate Mother’s Day. We wish all mothers and mother-figures a joyous and special day.
May the Virgin Mary intercede for all mothers and their families. And to the departed, may God grant eternal rest.

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at

7.00 am

Days

9.00 am

Mon

9.00am

15th May 2021

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Memorials/Feasts

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning

The next Anointing Mass will be

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
23rd May 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

9.30 am

By appointment only

Mass at Earle Haven - 1st Friday—7th May at 9.00am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Kevin Duncan
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Week-day Mass Readings

Steve French

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan,
Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

DEVOTION TO MARY DURING MONTH OF MAY
Rosary and Benediction will be at 6.00pm every
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during the
month of May. Parishioners are encouraged to say
more daily Rosary prayers during this Month.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic
Parish Nerang as part of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST
ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PRIVACY ACT & THE
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART
AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY
The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart Mass will PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act
commence at 10.00pm on the First Friday of Each Month. impacts upon us all today and if
Next devotion is on 5th June 2021
you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the PrivaROSARY & CANDLELIGHT
cy Act, please go to the ArchdiocePROCESSION
san Website
www.bne.catholic.net.au.
will be held on the last Friday of each month
The Policy is on our website
commencing at 6.00pm.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Saturday 29th May 2021 at 10.15
am. This meeting will take place on the last Saturday of each month. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 2nd May 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

1014.70 For Clergy Support
1305.20 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation
4th Session
Sunday 9 May
5th Session
Sunday 16 May
6th Session
Sunday 23 May
Reconciliation / Final Prep

Immediately after 8:30 mass
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Thurs 27 May 6:00pm
PARISH NOVENA TO THE
HOLY SPIRIT STARTS ON
14TH MAY 2021.
It will end with a 3-Day Evening
Retreat.
Thurs May 20 6pm—9pm
Fri
May 21 6pm—9pm
Sat
May 22 9am—12 pm
(each beginning with Mass)

Flyers are available at the Church
Entrance with all the information.
The booklet for the Novena is also
available at the entrance.

