The Ascension of the Lord - Yr B - 16 May 2021
First Reading

Acts 1:1-11

Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

Second Reading

Eph 1:17-23

3.

God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you
can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how
infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his
power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be
named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made
him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the
whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 28:19. 20

Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 16:15-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Jesus showed himself to the Eleven and said to them, ‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News
to all creation. He who believes and is baptised is saved; he who does not believe will be condemned.
These are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will
have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and be unharmed should they drink deadly
poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.’
And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of
God he took his place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by the signs that accompanied it.
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until
the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he
had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with
them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is,’ he
had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from
now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom
to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses
not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still
staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you
men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven,
this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’
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My Dear People of God
Today, as we know is the Solemn Feast of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven. Today, we recall
how Jesus, demonstrating further that he is the Lord of nature, subjected the gravitational forces to his power, and
travelled up to heaven by himself unaided by any propelling force or means of transport. And now he sits at the
right hand of God. Yes, the saints like St Stephen and St Paul, testify that they saw him, through vision, at the right
hand of God (Acts 7:56). Yes! He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father,
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead – that is part of our creed, those are the articles
of our faith, summation of what we believe.
We might be here gazing into heaven, in our minds and be wondering like the Apostle in the first reading, what is
happening here. That is what we do sometimes when he appears distanced from us – when it seems he is no longer
with us in our trials and temptations. Why the ascension of Christ? Why would he be taken from them? As always
in all he does, he ascended for our sake, and since then, he sits on his throne on our behalf as the following
Scripture passages attest:
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper (the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the Comforter, the Counsellor)
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7).
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. … (Colossians 3:1-4, please
read to verse 17).
But Jesus lives on forever, and his work as priest does not pass on to someone else. And so he is able, now and always, to
save those who come to God through him, because he lives forever to plead with God for them. Jesus, then, is the High Priest
that meets our needs. He is holy; he has no fault or sin in him; he has been set apart from sinners and raised above the
heavens. (Hebrews 7:24-26).
It is really wonderful to know (and I believe it is true) that Christ’s Ascension is for our good. He has opened the
gates of heaven for the Holy Spirit to descend, for the Fountain of life to come and quench our thirst for God, for
our Helper to come with power to save, for our Comforter to come and comfort those in distress, for our Advocate
to come and defend us against Satan “the accuser of our brethren” (Rev 12:12).
Seven days from today, that is, on the Feast of Pentecost, we will celebrate the Holy Spirit’s coming. How prepared
are we to welcome Him? As a Parish, we organised a Parish retreat to get ourselves ready to welcome Him. Do we
not think that as individuals, we need the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit into our lives to enkindle the fire of love in
us? We need the Holy Spirit for the Power to be true Christians – which means we need the Holy Spirit to act as
and be effective as Christians (Acts 2:8; Romans 8:9), to rule our world and our God given Kingdom (Rev 5:9-10),
to have dominion over adverse forces, over all evil and temptations. We need him for wisdom, good health, financial breakthroughs, peace of mind and body, and much more. Therefore, I encourage you to take the Parish
Novena to the Holy Spirit seriously. He descends on those who earnestly desire him. He is God’s best Gift to those
who obey him (Acts 5:32).
Giving us his Spirit is a great sign of a new relationship with Jesus and the Father. Jesus, after reconciling us to the
Father through the shedding of His blood, has renewed our relationship with God in Heaven, by allowing us to
have one Spirit with him, and granting us access through the gates of Paradise. So, we need the Holy Spirit to
maintain this relationship. As Jesus assures us, God will not refuse the Holy Spirit to them that ask (Luke 11:13).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
5.45 pm
Saturday Morning
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
Third Saturday of the month at
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Principal

7.00 am

Days

9.00 am

Mon

The next Anointing Mass will be

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed
10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
Next Mass at St John’s
23rd May 2021
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am.
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
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Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

17/5/21

Monday 7th Wk of Easter

R1: 1 Acts 19:1-8

Jn 16:29-33

Tues

18/5/21

Tuesday 7th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 20:17-27

Jn 17:1-11

Wed

19/5/21

Wednesday 7th Wk of Easter

R1:Acts 20:28-38

Jn 17:11-19

Thurs

20/5/21

Thursday 7th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 22:30, 23:6-11

Jn 17:20-26

Fri

21/5/21

Friday 7th Wk of Easter

R1: Acts 25:13-21

Jn 21:15-19

9.00am

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Week-day Mass Readings

9.30 am

By appointment only

Mass at Earle Haven - 1st Friday of each Month

Sacramental Preparation Schedule for Sacrament of Confirmation
5th Session
Sunday 16 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
6th Session
Sunday 23 May
Immediately after 8:30 mass
Reconciliation / Final Prep
Thurs 27 May 6:00pm
MORNING TEA ROSTER
Now that Morning Teas have resumed only those people who have completed the COVID SAFE Work Training for Dining
In course and have submitted a copy of their Certificate to the Parish Office will be able to serve morning teas. If anyone
wishes to be included in the Morning Tea Roster please complete the course on line and then submit your Certificate to the
Parish Office. All certificates will be kept on file . A roster will then be organised.
Please go to : https://covidsafework.tafeqld.edu.au/126/covid-safe-work-for-dining-in.

BAPTISM PREPARATION The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Saturday 29th May 2021 at 10.15 am. This meeting
will take place on the last Saturday of each month. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 9th May 2021

We pray for the recently deceased : Kevin Duncan
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

Betty Pyke

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan,
Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson, Daniel Rowland

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

DEVOTION TO MARY DURING MONTH OF MAY
Rosary and Benediction will be at 6.00pm every
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during the
month of May. Parishioners are encouraged to say
more daily Rosary prayers during this Month.

Caritas Australia….
In partnership with Caritas India is providing support to vulnerable communities as the
nation is devastated by massive increases in COVID-19
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART
infection rates. If you would
The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart Mass will like to donate, please go to
commence at 10.00pm on the First Friday of Each Month. https://caritas.org.au/donate/
Next devotion is on 5th June 2021
emergency-appeals/asiaemergency-appeal/.
Please
ROSARY & CANDLELIGHT
consider giving generously to
PROCESSION
support these vulnerable comwill be held on the last Friday of each month
munities.
commencing at 6.00pm.

721.35 For Clergy Support
1145.55 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

PARISH NOVENA TO THE
HOLY SPIRIT STARTS ON
14TH MAY 2021.
It will end with a 3-Day Evening
Retreat.
Thurs May 20 6pm—9pm
Fri
May 21 6pm—9pm
Sat
May 22 9am—12 pm
(each beginning with Mass)

Flyers are available at the Church
Entrance with all the information.
The booklet for the Novena is also
available at the entrance.

