15th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B – 11 July 2021
First Reading

15th Sunday

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, ‘Go away, seer; get back to the land of Judah; earn your bread
there, do your prophesying there. We want no more prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the
national temple.’ ‘I was no prophet, neither did I belong to any of the brotherhoods of prophets.’ Amos replied
to Amaziah, ‘I was a shepherd, and looked after sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me from herding the
flock, and the Lord who said, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”’

Responsorial Psalm

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm
Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)
2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

Second Reading

Eph 1:3-14

3.

The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to
live through love in his presence, determined that we should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ
for his own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved in whom,
through his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. Such is the richness of the grace which he
has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, the hidden plan
he so kindly made in Christ from the beginning to act upon when the times had run their course to the end: that
he would bring everything together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth.
And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, chosen from the beginning, under the predetermined plan
of the one who guides all things as he decides by his own will; chosen to be, for his greater glory, the people
who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth
and the good news of your salvation, and have believed it: and you have been stamped with the seal of the Holy
Spirit of the Promise, the pledge of our inheritance which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for his
own, to make his glory praised.

Gospel Acclamation

See Eph 1:17-18

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts
that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 6:7-13
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A reading from the prophet Amos

Am 7:12-15

ordinary time Yr b

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs giving them authority over the unclean
spirits. And he instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no haversack, no
coppers for their purses. They were to wear sandals, but, he added, ‘Do not take a spare tunic.’ And he said to
them, ‘If you enter a house anywhere, stay there until you leave the district. And if any place does not welcome
you and people refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shake off the dust from under your feet as a sign to
them.’ So they set off to preach repentance; and they cast out many devils, and anointed many sick people
with oil and cured them.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owner
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Dear Friends in Christ
Last weekend, I began my reflection by saying that sometimes, “God comes to us or speaks to us in apparent but
disguised forms” - sometimes, in the ordinary people and events of life. Today’s reflection will continue to dwell on the
Prophetic Ministry as the work of God hidden in human actions, and as God’s Word reaching His people through human
voices – your voice as well as mine. As I said last Sunday, “we are all prophets and prophetesses in Christ”. Our neglect
of, or inattention towards God’s words and actions, can stem from our lack of faith that God can speak through me,
through this person or that person. We may have our reasons for not believing that each of us can at one time or another,
or all through life, be God’s oracle or prophet. I saw in today’s first reading, three of those reasons that prevent people
from seeing or hearing God speaking behind the ordinary humanness of the Prophet(ess). And what are the reasons that
prevent our sight from being turned into insight? They are ‘professionalism’, ‘profit-making’, and ‘power’.
Seeing the prophetic ministry as a profession - as the duty and responsibility of some group of (professional) people - has
always been a hindrance to the spread and manifestation of the Power of God’s Word in our midst. Taking the prophetic
role as a paid job, (just to earn a living) could be seen as one of the reasons why Amaziah battled to stop Amos from
prophesying in Bethel, the seat of Israel’s government. Even Amos himself acknowledged that it was unusual for a
farmer, a shepherd like him, to be seen as God’s prophet. But he obeyed God to go and prophesy.
Asked ‘who is a prophet in our church today?’ Most people would point to the priest rather to you or to themselves. We
often expect religious issues, preaching, scriptural admonitions, call to prayer and repentance, etc., to come from some
quarters and from specific people – ‘the Professional Prophet(ess)s’. How often have we thought: ‘that’s not my area’?
How often have we told someone, or even ourselves, ‘go to Church and do that’? If the prophetic ministry is a profession,
then all the baptised are in it, whether we practise or not. Whether we make that God-human encounter available to his
people, or redundantly waste the opportunity, we must know that each of us at one time or another has been assigned to
receive or deliver to the world around us, a heaven-sent message, either in words and/or actions. Yes, we may not be
professional prophet(ess)s like the Old and New Testaments prophet(ess)s, but we are all prophet(ess)s. And we may be
called upon sometime, somewhere, like Amos the farmer, to do that job for God. St Paul, in today’s second reading, said
among other things, that we are “those whom God has taken for his own, to make his glory praised”. That is to say, we
are the people he has chosen to declare his glorious praise. And that’s a prophet’s job.
Profit-making (or money-making), the next reason for rejecting God’s Prophet or prophesy, may be engendered by
viewing the prophetic ministry as a business. A prophet(ess) should expect no gain in obeying the command of God to go
and proclaim His message, to go and make disciples for Jesus, to call for repentance and prayer, and to uphold the truth
and justice of God. His or her only gain is the reward for obedience, which is, remaining in the love and care of the one
being obeyed. Amaziah told Amos: “Go away, seer; get back to the land of Judah; earn your bread there, do your
prophesying there”. He didn’t want a business rivalry in the royal palace. For Amaziah, the prophetic ministry should be
undertaken only to earn a living. So, Amaziah failed to listen and did all within his power to stop the King and Israelites
from listening. Note too, that when the Royals - the ruling bodies - pay the Church, some of the Church’s prophets start
protecting the interest of the Royals rather than that of God and his Church. And the real prophets suffer. Jesus, in
today’s gospel reading, sent out his disciples with authority and power to cast out demons, heal the sick, and call sinners
to repentance. He instructed them go on this prophetic ministry in utter poverty of spirit, in order to kill their desire for
gain – because ‘he who pays the piper dictates the tone’. A prophet should stand ready to lose everything like St Paul who
said, “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, …” (Phil. 3:8-9). May God
“enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called” as prophet(ess)s. (see
today’s Gospel Acclamation).
The battle for power, for ‘who is in charge here’, could cripple the Word of God from spreading and bearing fruit among
people. Amaziah was fighting against Amos, because he felt he was in charge of the prophetic job for the king and kingdom that pay him. Oh Prophet(ess)s of the living God - disciples of Jesus - watch it! Only God is in charge here.
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Days

9.00 am

Mon

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed
10.30am - except 4th Sundays for
Beechmont ...see below.

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

4th Sunday of each month - 10.30am
25th July 2021
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

{{{{{

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

12/7/21

Monday 15th Wk of Ord Time

R1: Ex 1:8-14,22

Mt 10:34-11:1

Tues

13/7/21

Tuesday 15th Wk of Ord Time

R1: Ex 2:1-15

Mt 11:20-24

Wed

14/7/21

Wednesday 15th Wk of Ord Time

R1: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12

Mt 11:25-27

Thurs

15/7/21

St Bonaventure, bishop, doctor

R1: Ex 3:13-20

Mt 11:28-30

Fri

16/7/21

Friday 15th Wk of Ord Time

R1: Ex 11:10-12:14

Mt 12:1-8

9.00am

Sunday Mass

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

7.00 am

17th July 2021

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Week-day Mass Readings

9.30 am

By appointment only

Mass at Earle Haven - 1st Friday of each Month. Next is 6th August 2021.

Sacramental Preparation – First Eucharist Schedule
This is to announce the commencement of the Sacramental Preparation of Children who will be receiving their first
Eucharist. Below is the schedule. There may be changes if need be.
Saturday 10th July 10.15am
Saturday 17th July – 10.15am
Saturday 24th July – 10.15am
Saturday 31st July – 10.15am
Saturday 7th August – 10.15am
Friday 13th August – 7.00pm

Sunday 11th July (immediately after 8.30am Mass)
Sunday 18th July (immediately after 8.30am Mass)
Sunday 25th July (immediately after 8.30am Mass)
Sunday 1st August (immediately after 8.30am Mass)
Sunday 8th August (immediately after 8.30am Mass)

First Eucharist is on Saturday 14th August 6.00pm

The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Saturday 24th July 2021 at 10.15 am. This meeting
will take place on the last Saturday of each month. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next
few months are encouraged to attend.

CHECK IN QLD APP

The Check In Qld App is mandatory for all gatherings at places
of worship (this includes daily & Sunday Masses, Adoration,
baptisms, youth concerts, etc) - this is a critical tool to assist
Queensland Health with contact tracing.

We pray for the recently deceased : Daniel Rowland
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christina Hendriksen, Doreen Slater, Peter Doring,
Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall, Shirley Ryan, Vera Horvat, Daniel Lawson,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

The First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart Mass will
commence at 10.00pm on the First Friday of Each Month.
Next devotion is on 6th August 2021

Sunday 15th August 8.30am

BAPTISM PREPARATION -

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION TO THE SACRED
HEART

or

Please download the app—go to :
1.www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld for links to download the app from Google Play or Apple App stores.
2. Open the app when download is complete
3. Click ‘Get Started’.
4. ‘Accept’ the Privacy Policy and Usage Agreement.
5. Create a profile by adding first name, last name, phone
number and email address

Rosary and Candlelight Procession
will be held on the last Friday of each month
commencing at 6.00pm. The next is on
30th July 2021

Please remember to bring your phone to Mass to enable the
sign-in. Once you’ve signed in—Please switch your
phone to silent.
The St Brigid’s St. Vincent de Paul Conference Annual Winter appeal will take place at the weekend Masses on the 10th
and 11th of July—this weekend.
A member will speak the weekend prior to the appeal to allow you to come prepared.
You can also give cash donations directly into our Conference account BSB 064-786 Account 100025903
Reference: Winter Appeal.
You may have noticed that the Vinnies Donation Bin has been removed from the car park. If you could kindly continue to
support by taking your goods to the Vinnies Shop in Lavelle Street, Nerang.
Once again thank you St Brigid’s School for your ongoing wonderful support to Vinnies in your local community.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 4th July 2021
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

899.90 For Clergy Support
1253.65 For Parish expenses such as administration & maintenance of all our buildings & properties.

We appeal to all our Parishioners and friends who are not on planned giving already to consider switching over to
planned giving or find another means of supporting the Parish and our ministry financially. We will send to parishioners
the planned giving forms on request. I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our
prayers, and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

