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Second Sunday of Advent C - 5 December 2021 

First Reading    Bar 5:1-9    A reading from the prophet Baruch 

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, 
wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head: 
since God means to show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives you for  
ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness’.  Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the  
heights and turn your eyes to the east:  see your sons reassembled from west and east at the command of  
the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them.  Though they left you on foot, with enemies for an  
escort, now God brings them back to you like royal princes carried back in glory.  For God has decreed the  
flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground level 
so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God.  And the forests and every fragrant tree will provide  
shade for Israel at the command of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his  
mercy and integrity for escort. 
 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 125. R. v.3 

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

 
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,  3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 

it seemed like a dream.       as streams in dry land. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,    Those who are sowing in tears 
on our lips there were songs. (R.)     will sing when they reap.  (R.)  

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels  4. They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
the Lord worked for them!’      carrying seed for the sowing: 
What marvels the Lord worked for us!    They come back, they come back full of song, 
Indeed we were glad. (R.)      carrying their sheaves.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading    Phil 1:3-6. 8-11    A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to spread the Good News 
from the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the One who began this good work 
in you will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you all,  
loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more 
and never stop improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise 
what is best. This will help you to become pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you 
will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel    Lk 3:1-6    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during 
the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He 
went through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be straightened 
and rough roads made smooth.  And all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

 

 
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owner 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  YR C — 5 DECEMBER  2021 

 

Dear People of God, 

 

What is the meaning of Advent?  

 

Advent is a special time where we are reminded for the waiting of the Nativity of Jesus Christ. One of the most significant 

symbols we see on display in churches throughout the world is the large Advent wreath with the four candles which is usually 

placed near the centre of the altar. This is to remind the people of God that special attention is alerted for the time of  

preparation for Christmas. But what kind of preparation are we giving special attention to when it comes to Christmas? The 

Advent wreath holds a deep significant meaning in the true preparation for Christmas because it guides our special attention for 

the awaiting and coming of our Saviour.  

 
There are four candles that are placed around the green wreath. Notice that there are three purple candles and one pink candle. 

Each candle holds its own specific meaning as they remind us of the four Sundays of preparation for Christmas. As is  

customary, each candle is lit on each Advent Sunday. The first purple candle signifies God’s forgiveness of our first parents for 

the disobedience they committed against him. The second purple candle points to the faith of the Israelites, expressing gratitude 

to God for the Promised Land, but also the protection and security that can only be guaranteed by God’s saving grace. The 

third candle to be lit is pink as it symbolises joy for the near coming of Christmas. The meaning of this joy sends us back to the 

joy experienced by King David in celebrating the covenant with Yahweh. We learn about the fullness of true joy when we have 

an active relationship with God. The fourth candle symbolizes the prophetic teaching that foretells the coming of the Messiah, 

therefore the hope of waiting. All burning candles, however, signify the nearness of the Lord’s coming. 

 

The green of the wreath symbolizes eternal existence, but also hope. The circle, or the shape of a wreath, is a symbol of God’s 

eternity. The Advent wreath, which is a form of homage paid to the expected Messiah, also symbolizes the triumph and royal 

dignity of the coming Saviour. The blessed pilgrims or parishioners that come to mass is also a symbol of God’s people  

waiting in love and joy for the Messiah. They are a symbol of the unity of a family that is spiritually preparing to live  

Christmas.  

 

It would be good for us all to spend a moment of reflection on how we are preparing these weeks of Advent. Let’s try to  

dedicate each week a special time of fulfilment through forgiveness, thanksgiving, joy and awaiting. This is how we can truly 

enrich our experience of the Christmas celebration. A celebration of real welcoming of the birth of Jesus Christ.  

 

                                                                                                                                   Fr. Jeremy Santoso 
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday                5.45 pm    

Saturday Morning         9.00 am 
 

    

 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am  sometimes live streamed 
                                                                
        10.30am                          
              

       

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      1st Sunday of each month  -  9.00am  
Next Mass at St John’s       2nd January 2022 
 

          B 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am          

Saturday  at  8.30am.   Sunday 8.00am 
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration in Church   Wednesday  5.00pm followed by 5.45pm Mass  
  
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ Saturdays  8:00am  &  5:15 pm 
 

Mass at  Earle Haven  -  1st Friday of Month—9.15am   
    

     Next Mass 17th December 2021 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Shirley Ryan and Kevin Hickey 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    Bruce Hudson       
 
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  David Brown, Angela Sannen, Graham Meakin,  
 Peter Doring, Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

Week-day Mass Readings 

Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 06/12/21 Monday 2nd Wk of Advent R1: Is 35:1-10 Lk 5:17-26 

Tues 07/12/21 St  Ambrose, bishop, doctor R1: Is 40:1-11 Mt 18:12-14 

Wed 08/12/21 Immaculate Conception  Gen 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6,11-12 Lk 1:26-38 

Thurs 09/12/21  Thursday 2nd Wk of Advent 
   

R 1:  Is 41:13-20 Mt 11:11-15 

Fri 10/12/21  Friday 2nd Wk of Advent R1:  Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19 

 

CHECK IN QLD APP 
We encourage everyone to download the Check In Qld App. 
Please be advised as of 9th July 2021 all churches must use the Check In Qld App. It would be helpful to come to Church early to 
ensure you are registered correctly during this transitioning time. 
 

WE ASK THAT PHONES ARE TURNED OFF OR ON SILENT MODE AFTER SIGNING IN. 
 

Due to these obligations it is imperative that  proper contact details be recorded for everyone as mandated by the government to 
keep everyone safe. Please adhere to these requirements as  there are large fines and penalties that can be issued to the Parish and 
the  Parish Priest for non-compliance to the directives of the Qld Health Department. 
Please be patient  and courteous with our staff and volunteers. 

  Come and pray the Nine days pre-Christmas 
dawn masses from 16th to 24th  December   
 
The 9-day masses is a tradition celebrated in the Phillipines, 
known as “Simbang Gabi”, which means “Mass of the 
Rooster”. The tradition traces its roots back to Mexico in 
1587, when Fr. Diego de Soria, from the convent of San 
Agustin Acolman, petitioned the Pope for permission to 
hold Christmastide Masses outdoors because the church 
could not accommodate the multitude that attended the 
dawn services.  
 
It was in the 16th century when Pope Sixtus V decreed that 
these pre-dawn Masses be also held in the Philippines start-
ing every 16th December, under the conditions that the  
intentions would be offered for Holy Catholic Church, for 
the propagation of the faith and preservation of the newly 
baptised. The decree was in keeping with the nine-day  
traditional festivals of Filipinos in celebrating auspicious 
occasions like harvest times. It was also meant to give farm-
ers a chance to hear Mass before setting out for the fields.  
 
All are invited to participate in these masses from 5am each 
day from the 16th to 24th December.  

 

 

 

RCIA—A Journey In Faith 
 

Are you a supportive non-Catholic member of your family or are a  
baptised Catholic, but have not  completed your  
Sacraments of Initiation? If you would like to move forward on your 
Journey of Faith or you may know other adults and young  people 
who have shown an interest in finding out more about becoming a 
Catholic  the Rite of  Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  
programme is about to commence in our Parish.   Please contact the  
Parish Office for further information. 

December 5, 2021—2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 
“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more 
and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to  
discern what is of value…”  (PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10) 

During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught 
up in the frenzy of buying gifts.  But, is that “gift” truly an ex-
pression of your love for the other person.  Or, are you just 
fulfilling your “obligation” to give them something?  To grow in 
friendship with someone, you need to spend time with them, 
learn what is of value to them.  Maybe this year, buy less 
“stuff” and spend more time with those you love.  
www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-
reflections 

 
FUNERAL—KEVIN HICKEY 
The Funeral Service for the late Kevin Brendan Hickey 
will be held at 2.00pm Monday 6th December 2021 at 
Infant Savior Church, 4 Park Avenue, Burleigh Heads.  
The Funeral will be live streamed at:  
 https://1.livestreaminggoldcoast.com.au/kevin-hickey/ 

Family Day at Marian Valley 
 

Set aside Sunday 5th December for a BBQ fun day 

at Marian Valley.  Bring a plate to share.  Also 

bring your own plate & cutlery. Sausages provided.  

Games.    Mass at 11:00 and our Gathering starts 

right after.   Everyone Welcome. 

 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

Wednesday, 8th December is the Solemnity of 
the Feast of The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Please note there will be Mass  at 7:00am and 
5:45pm.   

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL  
 

A list of the items that are needed to fill Hampers for 
this appeal are as follows: Shortbread  
Biscuits, Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, 
Tinned Ham, Fruit Cordial, Long-life Custard, 
Jelly, Lollies, Tinned Fruit and Tinned Beetroot. 
Donations of any toys would also be appreciated. 
Please donate items by 12th December. When you 
give, your gift is given to a family or individual in 
need in this very community of  
Nerang.  We as a community of St Brigid’s share in 
the blessing of your generosity.  Thank you. 
 

 

Our Lady of Fatima 
 
Please come and join us at the Marian Valley for the 
feast of Our Lady Of Fatima on 13.12.2021.The bus 
will be picking up sharp at 8.15am  at the Sacred 
Heart Church. Clear Island Waters. The Cost for the 
bus is $22.00 return and please BYO lunch. You can 
secure your seat with contact name and contact 
phone number with   Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260,  
Madeleine on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573, Zenaida 
on 0447 004 344 or 5526 6895. All are welcome. 

 FUNERAL— SHIRLEY RYAN 
 
Requiem Mass  in Thanksgiving for the life of Shirley  Ryan  
will be held at  St. Brigid’s Church on Monday 6th December at 
10.00am.  
Rosary will take place at 9.30 am prior to  to the Mass. 

https://1.livestreaminggoldcoast.com.au/kevin-hickey/

