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ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

 39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

   POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211      

PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 
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OFFICE HOURS:  Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Yr C - 19 December 2021 

First Reading    Mi 5:1-4    A reading from the prophet Micah 

The Lord says this: 

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born for me the one who  
is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to the distant past, to the days of old.  The Lord is therefore  
going to abandon them till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth.  Then the remnant of his  
brothers will come back to the sons of Israel.  He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the  
Lord, with the majesty of the name of his God.  They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his  
Power to the ends of the land.  He himself will be peace. 
 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4 

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,   3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen 

shine forth from your cherubim throne.  the man you have given your strength. 
O Lord, rouse up your might,    And we shall never forsake you again: 
O Lord, come to our help. (R.)            give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.) 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.) 

 

Second Reading    Heb 10:5-10    A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: 

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for me.  You took no pleasure in holocausts  
or sacrifices for sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, ‘God, here I am! I am  
coming to obey your will.’ 

Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the  
sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then 
he says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. 
And this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    Lk 1:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel    Lk 1:39-45    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who  
believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

 

 
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original  copyright owner 

 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  YR C — 19 DECEMBER  2021 

Dear People of God, 
 
This is the final week of the preparations of Advent. As we draw near to the celebration of Christmas, we can reflect on our 

journey during this month of December. It has been a very busy month for us all, yet at the same time it has probably been a 

very spiritual journey as well. As we get closer to the celebration of our Lord’s birth on Christmas day, we begin to reflect of 

how we have prepared for the coming of our saviour. Many of us are probably excited by the playing of Christmas songs we 

may hear on the radio, television, and various other sources on social media. It creates an upbeat vibe and naturally we want to 

get out there and be part of the culture of preparations for Christmas. Although not all preparations are centred on Jesus Christ 

our Lord. It is fine to focus on Christmas preparations such as shopping, holidays and family gatherings, but don’t forget the 

most important of all Christmas preparations. And that is preparing for the coming of our saviour Jesus Christ.  

 

I remember one time back in Germany, I used to be sent out over to one of our parishes called Todtmos. It is a small town  

located in the southern parts of Germany. I’d used to fly over there a week before Christmas day in order to help with  

Christmas preparations. The fathers there would make me look after setting up all the Christmas trees in the church and  

monastery. It was somewhat a joyful time as well as a frustrating time. It was frustrating because I would set up Christmas 

trees all by myself and clean up the church myself under the direction of one demanding brother. But despite all this, I would 

call to mind all the ordinary Christians out there in the world who would find themselves similar to my situation. Not all  

circumstances are ideal during the Christmas season. But all difficulties do lead to a rewarding happiness once Christmas is 

celebrated in Holy Mass. It is a great joy especially when we celebrate Christmas as a family. Not all families have to be blood 

related. When I was overseas and couldn’t come home for Christmas due to many reasons, I found myself always to be in the 

company of the people of God who would welcome me as a fellow family member. Whether that be in a monastic community 

or just ordinary simple Catholics at a parish, Christmas was always special when we open our hearts to everyone.  

 

Let’s spend this Christmas by opening our hearts to one another and by opening the doors to our homes to those we feel that 

God is calling us out to invite. This is an intense experience where true evangelical witness can be shared most especially to the 

people we love and haven’t seen in a long while. Christmas is a special time for us all, but also it is a special time when we 

realise that Jesus Christ is born in our lives. His birth is the true and real gift of salvation to us all. Our gift above all presents in 

life is the gift of God’s love to humanity. His love assures us the hope that we are loved by an incredible being who is willing 

to come down to our level and share our humanity. Merry Christmas to everyone and I pray and hope we all share this  

happiness and joy of God’s coming in our lives.  

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   Fr. Jeremy Santoso 
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday                5.45 pm    

Saturday Morning         9.00 am 
 

    

 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am  sometimes live streamed 
                                                                
        10.30am    (26th December only)                   
                 

       

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      1st Sunday of each month  -  9.00am  
Next Mass at St John’s       2nd January 2022 
 

          B 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am          

Saturday  at  8.30am.   Sunday 8.00am 
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration in Church   Wednesday  5.00pm followed by 5.45pm Mass  
  
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ Saturdays  8:00am  &  5:15 pm 
 

Mass at  Earle Haven  -  1st Friday of Month—9.15am   
    

     Next Mass 7th January 2022 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :  Shirley Ryan and Kevin Hickey 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:    Bruce Hudson       
 
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  David Brown, Angela Sannen, Graham Meakin,  
 Peter Doring, Ian Robins, Brenda Dale, Shawn Marshall. 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

 

December 19, 2021    4
th

 Sunday of Advent 
“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, 
the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”  (LUKE 1:44) 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at 
Mass, do you “leap for joy?”  If not, don’t blame the lecturer or 
priest, rather look inside yourself.  What are you doing to grow 
in friendship with Jesus?  How do you prepare for Mass each 
week?  Or, do you just show up and expect to be  
entertained?  As the Body of Christ, we are called to be active 
participants, not just passive observers.    www.archstl.org/about
-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

Week-day Mass Readings 

Days   Memorials/Feasts Readings (R1 and R2) Gospel Reading 

Mon 20/12/21 Monday 4th Wk of Advent R1: Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 

Tues 21/12/21 Tuesday 4th Wk of Advent R1: Zeph 3:14-18 Lk 1:39-45 

Wed 22/12/21 Wednesday 4th  Wk of Advent  R1: 1 Sam 1:24-28 Lk 1:46-56 

Thurs 23/12/21  Thursday 4th Wk of Advent 
   

R 1:  Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 Lk 1:57-66 

Fri 24/12/21  Friday 4th Wk of Advent R1:  2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 Lk 1:67-79 

 

CHECK IN QLD APP 
We encourage everyone to download the Check In Qld App. 
Please be advised as of 9th July 2021 all churches must use the Check In Qld App. It would be helpful to come to Church early to 
ensure you are registered correctly during this transitioning time. 
WE ASK THAT PHONES ARE TURNED OFF OR ON SILENT MODE AFTER SIGNING IN. 
Due to these obligations it is imperative that  proper contact details be recorded for everyone as mandated by the government to 
keep everyone safe. Please adhere to these requirements as  there are large fines and penalties that can be issued to the Parish and 
the  Parish Priest for non-compliance to the directives of the Qld Health Department. 
Please be patient  and courteous with our staff and volunteers. 

  Come and pray the Nine days pre-Christmas 
dawn masses from 16th to 24th  December   
 
The 9-day masses is a tradition celebrated in the Phillipines, 
known as “Simbang Gabi”, which means “Mass of the 
Rooster”. The tradition traces its roots back to Mexico in 
1587, when Fr. Diego de Soria, from the convent of San 
Agustin Acolman, petitioned the Pope for permission to 
hold Christmastide Masses outdoors because the church 
could not accommodate the multitude that attended the 
dawn services.  
 
It was in the 16th century when Pope Sixtus V decreed that 
these pre-dawn Masses be also held in the Philippines start-
ing every 16th December, under the conditions that the  
intentions would be offered for Holy Catholic Church, for 
the propagation of the faith and preservation of the newly 
baptised. The decree was in keeping with the nine-day  
traditional festivals of Filipinos in celebrating auspicious 
occasions like harvest times. It was also meant to give farm-
ers a chance to hear Mass before setting out for the fields.  
 
All are invited to participate in these masses from 5am each 
day from the 16th to 24th December.  

 

 

 

RCIA—A Journey In Faith 
 

Are you a supportive non-Catholic member of your family 
or are a  baptised Catholic, but have not  completed your  
Sacraments of Initiation? If you would like to move for-
ward on your Journey of Faith or you may know other 
adults and young  people who have shown an interest in 
finding out more about becoming a Catholic  the Rite of  
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  programme is about 
to commence in our Parish.   Please contact the  Parish 
Office for further information. 

 

Attention regarding 10.30 am Sunday Masses 
 

There will be no 10.30 am mass on the 19th December due 
to the 9-day pre-dawn masses between 16th-24th Decem-
ber. The next 10.30 am mass to be celebrated this year 
will be on the 26th December.  
We have come to a decision that this will be the final 

10.30 am mass for the Nerang parish. Due to clash times 

with 11 am mass at Marian Valley, there has been an  

increasing demand for pastoral care, especially regarding 

confessions  and  spiritual direction.  We thank our 

parishioners whom have  devoted their time and effort to 

sing and pray in these masses. Mass times on Sundays 

will be Saturday Vigil at 6pm, Sunday 8.30am and first 

Sunday 9am at Beechmont.  

                 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Mass Times 
 Christmas Eve—Vigil Mass 6.00pm  
 Christmas Day—Midnight 12.00am; Morning  8:30 am and 6:00 pm 
 
 
Carols  by Parish Choir for 15 minutes prior to Christmas Vigil & Midnight Mass  
 

               Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday 26th Dec  -  8:30am & 10:30am               New Years Day    9:00am 

 
 
 

 

 
THE KINDNESS OF GIVING 
 

The Pastoral Council & The Youth Group invites all  
parishioners to bring a wrapped Christmas Gift to the  
value of no more than $10 to the Mass they are attending 
during Christmas. This Christmas Gift can go to anybody 
in the parish who is blessed to receive it, to brighten their 
day. 
 


