3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C - 23 Jan 2022
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C - 23 January 2022
First Reading

Neh 8:2-6. 8-10

A reading from the book of Nehemiah

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This was the first day of the seventh month. On the square before the Water Gate, in the presence of the men
and women, and children old enough to understand, he read from the book from early morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. In full view of all the people – since he stood higher
than all the people – Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the
Lord, the great God, and all the people raised their hands and answered Amen! Amen!; then they bowed down and,
face to the ground, prostrated themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God, translating and giving
the sense, so that the people understood what was read.
Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites who were instructing the people)
said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep’. For the people
were all in tears as they listened to the words of the Law.
He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to the man who has nothing prepared ready.
For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.’

Responsorial Psalm

3.

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

4.

The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R.)
May the spoken words of my mouth,
the thoughts of my heart,
win favour in your sight, O Lord,
my rescuer, my rock! (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though many,
make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.
Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you is
a different part of it.

Gospel Acclamation

See Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor and freedom to prisoners.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 1:1-4. 4:14-21
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Today in medicine there is so much specialisation that the body tends to be broken up into parts. Some

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

Dear People of God,

Ps 18:8-10. 15. R. See Jn 6:63

(R.) Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

Second Reading
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were handed down to us by those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in
my turn, after carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for
you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching is that you have received.
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread throughout the countryside.
He taught in their synagogues and everyone praised him.
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually
did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place
where it is written:
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good
news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on
him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com/) under license from the original copyright owner

doctors specialise in the heart, others in the brain, others in the eye, others in the ear and so on. Specialisation is
good but it can have a downside. Specialists may be concerned only with organs, not with human beings. They may
know scarcely anything about the person whose eye or heart or hip they are treating.
The human body forms a unity even though it is composed of many members. Those members are very
different from one another and have very different functions. Some undoubtedly are more important than others.
Yet to be complete the body needs all of them, and the members need each other.
So it is with the Church. We though many, form one body in Christ. By means of our baptism we have
become members of the Body of Christ, the Church. Some might wish to go it alone, independent of the
community. But there can be no such thing as an isolated Christian. Those who deliberately cut themselves off
wound the community. We are part of one another and must not try to go it alone.
Community makes demands on us. For this reason, the temptation to go it alone, to seek salvation
independent of others, is strong. But this cannot be. We need each other, just as the parts of the body need each
other. And the Church needs all of us. We need to have a sense of belonging to one another and to Christ. We have
to get involved even when we would rather just look after ourselves.
Belonging to a community has obvious benefits. Take reeds for an example. Individually, they are weak and
easily broken. But tie a bundle of them together, and they are virtually unbreakable. So it is with people. Great
strength results from togetherness. People take courage from knowing each other, encouraging each other, and from
standing together. Great things can be done when people work together.
The emphasis on community comes from Jesus himself, only he used a different image to describe it. He used
the image of a vine and its branches. “I am the vine, you are the branches”. It is a simple but profound illustration
of unity and interdependence. It’s obvious that the branches need the vine. But the vine also needs the branches,
because it is the branches that produce the fruit. This is how Jesus wanted it to be between him and his disciples.
This is the way he wants it to be between him and us. He is the vine, we are the branches. OR to use Paul’s
language: “Jesus is the head of the body, we are the limbs of the body”. Without a sense of belonging for one
another, one is not really a Christian.
The fruit which Jesus desires from us is primarily that of unity among ourselves. By this all will know that we
belong to him – by the bond that exists between us and the care we show for one another.
Reflection from the New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Year C, by Flor McCarthy, SCB.
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Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church
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1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
6th February 2022
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.00pm followed by 5.45pm Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
Mass at Earle Haven -

{{{{{

9.30 am

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

Mon

24/01/22

St Francis de Sales, bishop, doctor

R1: 2 Sam 5:1-7, 10

Mk 3:22-30

Tues

25/01/22

Conversion of St Paul, apostle

R1: Acts 22:3-16

Mk 16:15-18

Wed

26/01/22

Australia Day

R1: Is 32:15-18

Mt 5:1-12

Thurs

27/01/22

Thursday 3rd Week in Ord Time

R 1: 2 Sam 7:18-19, 24-29

Mk 4:21-25

Fri

28/01/22

St. Thomas Aquinas, priest, doctor

R1: 2 Sam 11:1-10, 13-17

Mk 4:26-34
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Memorials/Feasts

Please come and join us at the Marian Valley for the feast
of Our Lady Of Lourdes on the 11.02.2022 and for the
Feast day of Our Lady of Fatima on the 13.02.2022. The
bus will be picking up at 8.15 am, at the Sacred Heart
Church. Clear Island Waters. The Cost for the bus is
$22.00 return for each trip. You can secure your seat with
contact name and contact phone number with Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260, Madeleine on 0405 252 367 or 5529
1573,. All are welcome.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact
Xavier on 0404 843 260.

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Next Mass 11th February 2022

RCIA—A Journey In Faith

Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday

Are you a supportive non-Catholic member of your family
or are a baptised Catholic, but have not completed your
Sacraments of Initiation? If you would like to move
forward on your Journey of Faith or you may know other
adults and young people who have shown an interest in
finding out more about becoming a Catholic the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) programme is about
to commence in our Parish. Please contact the Parish
Office for further information.

Saturday Mass time is 11.00am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES

We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm

Len Guinea

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Pam Hudson, David Brown, Angela Sannen,
Graham Meakin,

Caritas Australia - Your support is needed - Tonga

HOSPITAL CALLS
Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

Please remember Masks
are
mandatory for inside

You can provide vital relief to communities impacted by natural disasters, such as the volcanic eruption and tsunami in
Tonga, along with the current COVID-19 crisis in Papua New Guinea and Fiji. With your support, our partners on the
ground can respond immediately when crises strike.
Phone 1800 024 413 to donate now !
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific/?
utm_campaign=Tonga_Emergency_2022_Paid&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=g&utm_kw=tonga%
20donation&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9pzdgtO89QIVRyUrCh1dNguQEAAYAiAAEgKpk_D_BwE

