4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C – 30 Jan 2022
First Reading

Jer 1:4-5. 17-19
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying,
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to birth I consecrated you; I have appointed you
as prophet to the nations. So now brace yourself for action. Stand up and tell them all I command you. Do not
be dismayed at their presence, or in their presence I will make you dismayed. I, for my part, today will make you
into a fortified city, a pillar of iron, and a wall of bronze to confront all this land: the kings of Judah, its princes, its
priests and the country people. They will fight against you but shall not overcome you, for I am with you to
deliver you—it is the Lord who speaks.’

Responsorial Psalm

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17. R. v.15

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:

(R.) I will sing of your salvation.
1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
let me never be put to shame.
In your justice rescue me, free me:
pay heed to me and save me. (R.)
2. Be a rock where I can take refuge,
a mighty stronghold to save me;
for you are my rock, my stronghold.
Free me from the hand of the wicked. (R.)

3.

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, since my youth.
On you I have leaned from my birth,
from my mother’s womb you have been my help. (R.)

4.

My lips will tell of your justice
and day by day of your help.
O God, you have taught me from my youth
and I proclaim your wonders still. (R.)

Second Reading

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

1 Cor 12:31 – 13:13

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that is better than any of them.
If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am simply a gong booming or a cymbal
clashing. If I have the gift of prophecy, understanding all the mysteries there are, and knowing everything, and if
I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I
possess, piece by piece, and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without love, it will do me no
good whatever.
Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish;
it does not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the
truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes.
Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when they must fail; or the
gift of languages, it will not continue for ever; and knowledge – for this, too, the time will come when it must fail.
For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect
things will disappear. When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and argue like a child,
but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me. Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but
then we shall be seeing face to face. The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully
as I am known.
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.

Gospel

Lk 4:21-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ And he won the
approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips.
They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician,
heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own
countryside.”’ And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country.
‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for three
years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these:
he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers
in Israel, but none of these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’
When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of
the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town was built on, intending to throw him down the
cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away.
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Dear People of God,
When Jesus went back to his home place, Nazareth, they invited him to preach in the synagogue. Their first reaction
to him was extremely favourable. They were astonished at the gracious words he spoke. However, their admiration
soon turned into doubt, then into hostility. What went wrong?
They still saw him as just the son of Joseph. And they felt that if he had anything to offer, then they, the
people of his own hometown, should be the first to benefit from it. Without showing any real faith in him, they
demanded that he do in Nazareth some of the wonderful things he had done elsewhere – after all, charity begins at
home. They felt they had a divine right to be the first to benefit from his gifts.
But he said that what matters is not who you are, but whether or not you have faith. There is no room in the
Kingdom of God for privilege. God’s charity begins wherever there is human need, and the faith to receive it. He
gave two examples – the cure of the widow of Zarephath and the cure of Naaman, both of whom were Gentiles.
On hearing that the benefits they had rejected (through lack of faith in Jesus) would be offered to the
Gentiles, the people were outraged. As Jews, they were the people of God. Those others were outsiders and sinners.
How dare he suggest that the Gentiles would be preferred to them. In a burst of nationalist fervour, they turned on
him. They took him from the synagogue, and tried to do away with him.
Why did they turn on him so angrily? Because of what he said. That was the first reason. But there was a
deeper reason. It was because he showed up the ugly things that lay hidden in them. If you stir up a stagnant pond a
lot of mud will rise to the surface.
Regrettably, religion sometimes brings out the worst in people. It makes them narrower, more bigoted, and
more apt to hate and kill. We see an ugly example of this in the citizens of Nazareth. But this kind of thing still
happens. Religion can get distorted and turn into something repulsive such as fanaticism and bigotry. Religion
becomes synonymous with narrow-mindedness, small-heartedness and intolerance.
But religion can also bring out the best in people. It makes them more tolerant and more loving. True religion
liberates the heart and the mind, and fosters harmonious relationships with others. Religion is beautiful if it is like
this. The question each of us must ask is: What does religion bring out in me?
There is an essential link between faith and love. St. Paul says, “There are three things that last: faith, hope
and love; and the greatest of these is love”. What’s the use in having faith and hope if we are lacking in love?

Reflection from the New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Year C, by Flor McCarthy, SCB.
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
Wednesday
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am
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St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

Week-day Mass Readings
Days

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

Mon

31/01/22

St John Bosco, priest

R1: 2 Sam 15:13-14, 30, 16:5-13

Mk 5:1-20

Tues

01/02/22

St Brigid, abbess

R1: Job 31:16-20, 24-25, 31-32

Lk 6:32-38

Wed

02/02/22

Presentation of the Lord

R1: Mal 3:1-4

Lk 2:22-40

Thurs

03/02/22

Thurs 4th Wk in Ord Time

R 1: 1 Kg 2:1-4, 10-12

Mk 6:7-13

Fri

04/02/22

Fri 4th Wk in Ord Time

R1: Sirach 47:2-11

Mk 6:14-29

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church

MATTHEW VINE
Principal

1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
6th February 2022
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.00pm followed by 5.45pm Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
Mass at Earle Haven -

{{{{{

9.30 am

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

Please come and join us at the Marian Valley for the feast
of Our Lady Of Lourdes on the 11.02.2022 and for the
Feast day of Our Lady of Fatima on the 13.02.2022. The
bus will be picking up at 8.15 am, at the Sacred Heart
Church. Clear Island Waters. The Cost for the bus is
$22.00 return for each trip. You can secure your seat with
contact name and contact phone number with Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260, Madeleine on 0405 252 367 or 5529
1573,. All are welcome.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact
Xavier on 0404 843 260.

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Next Mass 11th February 2022

RCIA—A Journey In Faith

Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday

Are you a supportive non-Catholic member of your family
or are a baptised Catholic, but have not completed your
Sacraments of Initiation? If you would like to move
forward on your Journey of Faith or you may know other
adults and young people who have shown an interest in
finding out more about becoming a Catholic the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) programme is about
to commence in our Parish. Please contact the Parish
Office for further information.

Saturday Mass time is 11.00am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES

We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm
HOSPITAL CALLS
Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish 5510 2222

Please remember Masks
are
mandatory for inside

Len Guinea

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Pam Hudson, David Brown, Angela Sannen,
Graham Meakin,

World Day for Consecrated Life

will be celebrated in the Church on
Wednesday, February 2, 2022.
We pray for all those who have made
commitments in the consecrated life. Be
sure to thank them on their special day. May
they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ
and respond generously to God’s gift of
their vocation.
To find out more go to: www.vocation
Brisbane.com or phone 1300 133 544

Feast of St. Brigid of Ireland— Tuesday February 1
St Brigid of Kildare or Brigid of Ireland is the patron saint of Ireland and one
of its three national saints along with Patrick and Columba. She is also
patron of midwives and newborn babies. Born in 451 of a noble father
and slave mother she was known for her kindness and care for the poor.
She founded many monasteries and churches. Her feast day in Ireland is
traditionally the beginning of spring and the making, blessing and giving
of Brigid’s crosses like the one on the front of our Newsletter takes place.

