Parish Feast of St. Brigid – 6th February 2022
First Reading

Job 31:16-20, 24-25, 31-32
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A reading from the Book of Job

Have I been insensible to poor men’s needs, or let a widow’s eyes grow dim? Or taken my share of bread
alone, not giving a share to the orphan? I, whom God has fostered father-like, from childhood, And guided
since I left my mother’s womb. Have I ever seen a wretch in need of clothing, or a beggar going naked,
without his having cause to bless me from his heart, as he felt the warmth of the fleece from my lambs?
Have I put all my trust in gold, from finest gold sought my security? Have I ever gloated over my great wealth,
or the riches that my hands have won? The people of my tent, did they not say, ‘Is there a man he has not filled
with meat?’ No stranger ever had to sleep outside, my door was always open to the traveler.

Responsorial Psalm
( R.)

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:

Ps 106 (107):35-38, 41-42

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his love has no end.

1. He changes desert into streams,
Thirsty ground into springs of water.
There he settles the hungry
And they build a city to dwell in. (R.)

3.

He raises the needy from distress;
makes families numerous as a flock.
The upright see it and rejoice.
But all who do wrong are silenced. (R.)

2. They sow fields and plants their vines;
These yield crops for the harvest.
He blesses them; they grow in numbers.
He does not let their herds decrease. (R.)

Second Reading

Ephesians 3:14-21

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians

This is what I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every family, whether spiritual or natural, takes its
name: Out of his infinite glory, may he give you the power through his Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong,
so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, you will with all
the saints have strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth, until, knowing the love of
Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, you are filled with the utter fullness of God. Glory to him whose power,
working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him from generation to generation
in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen

Gospel Acclamation

1 John 4:12

Alleluia, alleluia!
As long as we love one another,
God will live in us and his love will be complete in us.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Luke 6:32-38

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love those who love you, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners love
those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you expect? For even
sinners do that much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks can you expect?
Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount. Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend
without any hope of return. You will have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself
is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.’ ‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge,
and you will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn and you will be not condemned yourselves; grant
pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, will be poured into your lap; because the amount you measure out is the amount
you will be given back.’
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Dear People of God,
Peter and his companions had done their best. They had fished all night but had caught nothing: all their time and
effort had been for nothing. They were now tired and dispirited as they washed their nets.
It’s possible to do one’s best, yet at the end of the day (or night) to have nothing to show for it, nothing but
weariness and wounds. But who has eyes for such things? One might study hard or an exam, yet not get the desired
results. One might play one’s heart out, yet lose the match. One might do one’s best to be a good parent, yet the
child goes wrong.
Jesus might have said to the apostles, ‘I’m surprised at you. You’re supposed to be experienced fishermen.
How could you fish all night and catch nothing? How come the men in that boat over there made a catch?’
He might have said this. Had he done so, he would have been saying in effect, ‘It’s your own fault’. He
would have been blaming them. Now when we fail after having done our best, the last thing we need is blame. To
fail is painful enough without someone rubbing salt into the wound. It’s terrible if one’s best isn’t good enough.
Most of us experience failure at one time or another. There is no point in being sentimental about it. Failure
breeds despair. The person who can draw strength from failure is very rare. What we need is not blame but someone
to believe in us, to encourage us, and to challenge us. Failure is not the falling down, but staying down.
Besides, success isn’t everything. We can win an argument but lose a friend. Through competition and
promotion, we may advance in our profession, but in terms of relationships we may be impoverished. Success is
sweet at the moment it is achieved. But almost immediately the cup of success begins to drain away and a feeling of
emptiness sets in.
Jesus did not blame Peter and his companions. But he didn’t encourage them to wallow in self-pity either.
Nor did he allow them to rest in failure. He challenged them to try again: ‘Launch out into the deep and let down the
nets for a catch’.
Emerson says that each of us has a greater possibility. There is in each of us a chamber, or a closet, that has
never been opened. If we are to realise this ‘greater possibility’, we need to be challenged to go beyond ourselves,
beyond what we think we are capable of and have settled for. We need someone to say to us, ‘Launch out into the
deep’.
Jesus knew that Peter was a sinner. But he knew that he was also capable of greatness. Many cults appeal to
people’s weaknesses. But Jesus appealed, not to Peter’s weakness, but his strength. He knew that Peter and his
companions were capable of better things. So he threw down a challenge to them – to leave their nets and become
fishers of men. And, to their credit, they responded wholeheartedly. They left everything and became his first
disciples.
We all need someone who accepts us for what we are, but who believes we are capable of more, and
challenges us to realise it.

Reflection from the New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Year C, by Flor McCarthy, SCB.

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
Wednesday
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

Week-day Mass Readings
Days

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

Mon

07/02/22

Monday 5th Wk in Ord Time

R1: 1 Kg 8:1-7, 9-13

Mk 6:53-56

Tues

08/02/22

Tuesday 5th Wk in Ord Time

R1: 1 Kg 8:22-23, 27-30

Mk 7:1-13

Wed

09/02/22

Wednesday 5th Wk in Ord Time

R1: 1 Kg 10:1-10

Mk 7:14-23

Thurs

10/02/22

St Scolastica, virgin

R 1: 1 Kg 11:4-13

Mk 7:24-30

Fri

11/02/22

Fri 5th Wk in Ord Time

R1: 1 Kg 11:29-32, 12:19

Mk 7:31-37

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church

MATTHEW VINE
Principal

1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
6th March 2022
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.00pm followed by 5.45pm Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
Mass at Earle Haven -

{{{{{

9.30 am

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

Please come and join us at the Marian Valley for the feast
of Our Lady Of Lourdes on the 11.02.2022 and for the
Feast day of Our Lady of Fatima on the 13.02.2022. The
bus will be picking up at 8.15 am, at the Sacred Heart
Church. Clear Island Waters. The Cost for the bus is
$22.00 return for each trip. You can secure your seat with
contact name and contact phone number with Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260, Madeleine on 0405 252 367 or 5529
1573,. All are welcome.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact
Xavier on 0404 843 260.

The preparation meeting for Baptism of infants will be held
on Saturday 19th February 2022 at 9:30am. in the Parish
Center.
All parents who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
HOSPITAL CALLS
Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Temporarily Cancelled due to Covid-19

BAPTISM PREPARATION -

RCIA—A Journey In Faith

John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165

Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday

Are you a supportive non-Catholic member of your family
or are a baptised Catholic, but have not completed your
Sacraments of Initiation? If you would like to move
forward on your Journey of Faith or you may know other
adults and young people who have shown an interest in
finding out more about becoming a Catholic the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) programme is about
to commence in our Parish. Please contact the Parish
Office for further information.

Saturday Mass time is 11.00am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES

Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm

Caritas Australia - Your support is needed - Tonga
You can provide vital relief to communities impacted by natural disasters, such as the volcanic eruption and tsunami in
Tonga, along with the current COVID-19 crisis in Papua New Guinea and Fiji. With your support, our partners on the
ground can respond immediately when crises strike.
Phone 1800 024 413 to donate now !
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific/?
utm_campaign=Tonga_Emergency_2022_Paid&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=g&utm_kw=tonga%
20donation&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9pzdgtO89QIVRyUrCh1dNguQEAAYAiAAEgKpk_D_BwE

Please remember Masks
are
mandatory for inside

We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Pam Hudson, David Brown, Angela Sannen,

Feast of St. Brigid of Ireland
St Brigid of Kildare or Brigid of Ireland is the patron saint of Ireland and one
of its three national saints along with Patrick and Columba. She is also
patron of midwives and newborn babies. Born in 451 of a noble father
and slave mother she was known for her kindness and care for the poor.
She founded many monasteries and churches. Her feast day in Ireland is
traditionally the beginning of spring and the making, blessing and giving
of Brigid’s crosses like the one on the front of our Newsletter takes place.

