Third Sunday of Lent Yr C - 20 March 2022
First Reading

Ex 3:1-8. 13-15

Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
3.
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
4.
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12

The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. (R.)
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him. (R.)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

I want to remind you how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above them and how they all passed through
the sea. They were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all
drank the same spiritual drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and
that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please God and their corpses littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had.
You must never complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it was written down to be a lesson for us who are living at the end of
the age. The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.

Gospel

Lk 13:1-9
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A reading from the book of Exodus

Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side of
the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it was
not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’
Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and God called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’
he said. ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which you
stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he said ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free
of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the
Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has
sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am
who I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by
this name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’

Responsorial Psalm

Third Sunday of Lent – 20th March 2022

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their
sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners
than any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or
those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty
than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all
perish as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found
none. He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to
look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man
replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not,
then you can cut it down.”’

Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com) under license from the original copyright owner
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Dear People of God,

A call to repentance —
The fig tree in Jesus’ story was a very privileged tree because it was planted in a very special place – a vineyard.
Yet in spite of this the tree was barren. Nevertheless, it was given another chance. The fig tree stands for Israel
planted in the Lord’s vineyard. Its barren state symbolised for the barren state of Israel before God.
Jesus began his ministry with a call to repentance: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”. Today,
through the voice of the Church, the same call is addressed to us. The call to repentance is at the heart of the Gospel.
Jesus addressed it, not just to sinners, but also to good people. In fact, to all without exception. But you may ask:
how can this be – that good people should need to repent?
In the case of so-called good people, for them their failing consists in the good they fail to do. This is the
main thrust of the parable about the barren fig tree. The fig tree is found wanting, not because it produced poisonous
figs, but because it failed to produce any figs at all. What is a fig tree for if not to produce figs?
Christians rarely ask themselves the question: What have I failed to do? The call to repentance is not merely a
call to turn away from evil, but a call to “produce the fruits” of good living. That is why it is relevant for everybody.
Jesus’ call to repentance disturbs us, and we don’t like to be disturbed. We want our quiet life, a life which
may contain a lot of selfishness. We may not be guilty of great evil, yet we could be very selfish, very demanding,
very inconsiderate. But we don’t want to know, much less do anything, about this side of our nature. We are being
called from being self-centred, to become other-centred and God-centred.
Most likely we won’t have any big moment of conversion such as Moses had. One day he was minding
sheep. Next day he was leading an oppressed people to freedom. But conversion is a joyful thing. It is a good news.
It is a call away from a life of barrenness to a life of fruitfulness. It is a call to enter into the joy of the Kingdom.
However, it is not something that is achieved once and for all, but involves a process of growth and development.
The Christian life is a continuous process of conversion.
Jesus’ parable contains a warning and a threat. Its purpose is to show us what we may be missing out on, or
lacking, in order that we might have a deeper, richer, and more authentic life. Let those who think they are safe
beware lest they fall. No one can take anything for granted. No one is so secure that he can’t fall. No one is so fallen
that he can’t be redeemed.
From the New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, F. McCarthy, Dominican Publications, 2000, pp. 84-85.
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Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church

MATTHEW VINE
Principal

1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
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Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Mass at Earle Haven -
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Days

Memorials/Feasts

Readings (R1 and R2)

Gospel Reading

Mon

21/03/22

Monday 3rd Wk of Lent

R1: 2 Kg 5:1-15

Lk 4:24-30

Tues

22/03/22

Tuesday 3rd Wk of Lent

R1: Dan 3:25, 34-43

Mt 18:21-35

Wed

23/03/22

Wednesday 3rd Wk of Lent

R1: Deut 4:1, 5-9

Mt 5:17-19

Thurs

24/03/22

Thursday 3rd Wk of Lent

R 1: Jer 7:23-28

Lk 11:14-23

Fri

25/03/22

The Annunciation of the Lord

R1: Is 7:10-14, 8:10, Heb 10:4-10

Lk 1:26-38

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES
Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday

Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.30pm followed by 6.00pm Mass

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Week-day Mass Readings

9.30 am

Saturday Mass time is 11.00am
Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm
Sacramental Program 2022

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Next Mass 8th April 2022

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Annelise Lemiszczuk
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

This is an invitation to enrol your child/ children for the 2022 Sacramental Program being organised in
preparation for their reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist. This enrolment is:





For children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age, but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
For children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age and have not received their
First Eucharist.

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Suzanne Lyons, Peter Doring, Pam Hudson, David Brown,

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Wednesday 22nd June 2022 at 6.00pm. and the
Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Sunday 28th August at 8.30am . Both Sacraments will be
celebrated at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang.

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

For a start parents/guardians are encouraged to attend a very important meeting scheduled for Saturday, 30th
April At 10.00 am. This meeting has been added for any parents who were unable to attend the previous meetings due to recent rain and flooding.

Angela Sannen,

St Brigid’s, Nerang Conference
St Vincent de Paul is working in partnership with the State/Federal Government and others to provide disaster relief to
those impacted by the floods. Affected people are to call our Helpline 1800 846 643 and support will be organised for
those in need.
The Nerang Conference in the last month provided assistance on 28 occasions to various people from single homeless
persons of no fixed address to families with 3 children with ages ranging from a baby to a 16 yo. These visits provided
food delivery and social help where necessary. The number of our visits appear to be substantially increasing and new
members are always needed to ensure we provide the required community support and religious help. Regular food
donations positioned at the back of the church would also be greatly appreciated.
We can be contacted on 0488 915 225 (Ellen) Thank you to everyone for your support.

Stations of the Cross
Each Friday in Lent at 6:00pm
Lenten Project Compassion Boxes & Envelopes
available at entrance to the Church

HOSPITAL CALLS

Lenten Program

held at St. Brigid’s

each Monday evening 6:00pm in Lent
Divine Mercy
Meeting & Prayer every second Monday starting
March 21 at 8am. Contact Betty 0438 130 322
BAPTISM PREPARATION -

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish
5510 2222

The preparation meeting for Baptism of infants will be held
on Saturday 23rd April 2022 at 10..00am. in the Parish
Center.
All parents who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

