Fourth Sunday of Lent Yr C - 27 March 2022
First Reading

Jos 5:9-12
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A reading from the book of Joshua

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at
evening in the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that same day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that
country, the manna stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on
what the land of Canaan yielded.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1. I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)
2. Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

Second Reading

2 Cor 5:17-21

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:

3.

Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R.)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It
is all God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on
his reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults
against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ;
it is as though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled
to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God.

Gospel

Lk 15:1-3. 11-32

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he
spoke this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would
come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together
everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he
hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly
have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his
senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying
of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and
went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in
his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it;
we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he
was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music
and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the
servant “and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He
was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father,
“Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so
much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate
and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’
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Dear People of God,
God’s attitude to repentant sinners
Ghandi tells how when he was fifteen, he stole a little piece of gold from his brother. However, he felt so bad about
it that he made up his mind to confess it to his father. He wrote out his sin on a piece of paper, asking for
forgiveness and punishment, while promising never to steal again.
At the time his father was in bed, sick. Gandhi handed him the note and sat by the bedside waiting for his
judgement. His father sat up in bed and began to read the note. As he read it, tears came into his eyes. Gandhi
himself also cried. Instead of getting angry and punishing him, the father hugged his repentant son, and that was the
end of the matter.
The experience of being loved while he was in sin had a profound effect on Gandhi. He said later, “Only the
person who has experienced this kind of love can know what it is”.
This is the kind of love the younger son experienced when he came back home. There is no question but that
he behaved badly. Yet when he came back home, what happened? His father didn’t merely receive him back; he
welcomed him back. And it was no half-hearted or grudging welcome either. It was a warm, whole-hearted, and
prodigally generous welcome.
The attitude of the older brother towards his younger brother is a mirror-image of the attitude of the Pharisees
to sinners. They would rather see a sinner damned than saved. Yet they were very religious people. But what’s the
use of religion if it doesn’t make a person more compassionate towards those who fall? If we find ourselves
sympathising with the older brother, it just shows how much of the Pharisee is in us.
All of us, to a greater or lesser extent, are in the shoes of the younger son. For which of us can say that we
have always been faithful? Do we not all squander God’s grace and misuse his gifts? Which of us would like to be
treated by God according to strict justice? Do we not all need more mercy than justice?
It is in mercy and through our sins that we experience the goodness and mercy of Christ. If we never sinned,
we’d never know his forgiveness. This is not an excuse for sinning. But it’s nice to know that this is how God
receives sinners. Saints bear witness to God’s grace and fidelity. Sinners bear witness to God’s love and mercy.
From the New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, F. McCarthy, Dominican Publications, 2000, pp. 90-91.

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES
Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday
Saturday Mass time is 11.00am
Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
Wednesday
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
6.00 pm
9.00 am
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St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
MATTHEW VINE
Principal

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
3rd April 2022

EASTER RAFFLE
Please support St Brigid’s Bumper Easter Raffle.
Prizes are needed for Easter Hamper (Eggs, Sweets, small gifts)
and additional Raffle items. (No second hand items please!)
Due to the short SALE PERIOD any help to sell tickets
would be greatly appreciated. If you can take a book of tickets
to sell in your school, businesses, neighbourhood and families
please let us know!
TOGETHER LET’S MAKE THIS THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER EASTER HAMPER OF 2022.
TICKETS GO ON SALE THIS WEEKEND – TICKETS 3 FOR $5

B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church

RAFFLE DRAWN ON EASTER SUNDAY
*ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TO THE PARISH MAINTENANCE AND PASTORAL CARE

Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.30pm followed by 6.00pm Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
Mass at Earle Haven -

{{{{{

Sacramental Program 2022

9.30 am

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Next Mass 8th April 2022

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Annelise Lemiszczuk
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Suzanne Lyons, Peter Doring, Pam Hudson, David Brown,
Angela Sannen,

This is an invitation to enrol your child/ children for the 2022 Sacramental Program being organised in
preparation for their reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist. This enrolment is:





For children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age, but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
For children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age and have not received their
First Eucharist.

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Wednesday 22nd June 2022 at 6.00pm. and the
Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Sunday 28th August at 8.30am . Both Sacraments will be
celebrated at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang.
For a start parents/guardians are encouraged to attend a very important meeting scheduled for Saturday, 30th
April At 10.00 am. This meeting has been added for any parents who were unable to attend the previous meetings due to recent rain and flooding.

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

St Brigid’s, Nerang Conference
St Vincent de Paul is working in partnership with the State/Federal Government and others to provide disaster relief to
those impacted by the floods. Affected people are to call our Helpline 1800 846 643 and support will be organised for
those in need.
The Nerang Conference in the last month provided assistance on 28 occasions to various people from single homeless
persons of no fixed address to families with 3 children with ages ranging from a baby to a 16 yo. These visits provided
food delivery and social help where necessary. The number of our visits appear to be substantially increasing and new
members are always needed to ensure we provide the required community support and religious help. Regular food
donations positioned at the back of the church would also be greatly appreciated.
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of
life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. This will
be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries,
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the
State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

Stations of the Cross

Lenten Program

held at St. Brigid’s

Each Friday in Lent at 6:00pm

each Monday evening 6:00pm in Lent

Lenten Project Compassion Boxes & Envelopes

Divine Mercy
Meeting & Prayer every second Monday. Next
meeting: April 4 at 8am. Contact Betty 0438 130 322

available at entrance to the Church

HOSPITAL CALLS

BAPTISM PREPARATION -

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish
5510 2222

The preparation meeting for Baptism of infants will be held
on Saturday 23rd April 2022 at 10..00am. in the Parish
Center.
All parents who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

