Second Sunday of Easter Yr C - 24 April 2022
First Reading

Acts 5:12-16
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, but
the people were loud in their praise and the numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased
steadily. So many signs and wonders were worked among the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick were
even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter
might fall across some of them as he went past. People even came crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were cured.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday & Friday 9.00am to 3.30pm

{

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 117:2-4. 22-27. R. v.1

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.
1. Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ (R.)
2. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

Second Reading

Rv 1:9-13, 17-19

3.

O Lord, grant us salvation;
O Lord grant success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the true God is our light. (R.)

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom,
and all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it
was the Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write
down all that you see in a book.’ I turned round to see who had spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven
golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the
waist with a golden girdle.
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be
afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living One. I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I
hold the keys of death and of the underworld. Now write down all that you see of present happenings and things
that are still to come.’

Gospel

Jn 20:19-31

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to
them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples
said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can
put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight
days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus
came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied,
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book.
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you
may have life through his name.
Readings copied from Liturgy Help (www.liturgyhelp.com) under license from the original copyright owner
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Learning from Thomas
It’s easy to make the mistake that believing was easier for those who saw Jesus than it is for us. The
Gospels show that there were many people who saw Jesus and yet didn’t come to have faith in him. Seeing is not
necessarily believing. The act of faith involves a decision to believe.
In fact, the Gospel shows that even the apostles had their problem believing. Thomas wasn’t the only apostle
to doubt the resurrection. All of them did. St. Mark tells us that when Jesus appeared to them on Easter evening, “he
upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believing those who saw him after he
had risen.”
We can sympathise with the apostles. The crucifixion of Jesus dealt them a devastating blow. They had
invested an enormous amount in Jesus. They had given up their jobs, and left everything to follow him. And
suddenly he was gone. The more the reality of his death came home to them, the greater their loss appeared. The
value and meaning of everything was threatened: their comradeship, their faith, their whole lives.
And then the incredible happened – he was once more in their midst. The first thing he did was to show them
his wounds. Why this? Firstly, because those wounds helped to identify him as the one who was crucified. And
secondly, those wounds were the proof of his love for them. Love is proved by deeds. Then he invited them to “see
and to touch”.
The example of Thomas is particularly enlightening for us. He showed a refreshing honesty. He made no
attempt to hide his doubts. Doubt is often looked on as a sign of weakness. We tend to feel guilty about having
doubts. But doubt can be a growing point, a stepping stone to a deeper understanding. It certainly was for Thomas,
because he went on to give expression to the highest statement of faith in Jesus in the entire Gospel of John: “My
Lord and my God.”
Here on earth, there is no such thing as absolute certainty about spiritual thing. If there was, then faith would
not be necessary. Absolute certainty can lead to arrogance, intolerance, and stupidity. “The man of faith who has
never experienced doubt is not a man of faith”. (Thomas Merton)
Every community could do with a character such as Thomas, that is, someone who has the courage to ask the
questions no else dares ask. Such people are truthful, and they help to keep the others truthful too. They upset the
believers by demonstrating the fragility’s of their faith; they upset the sceptics by making them feel the torments of
the void.
Having overcome his crisis of faith, Thomas went on to bear courageous witness to Jesus, and become one of
the greatest missionaries of the early Church. According to tradition, he brought the Gospel to Persia, Syria and
India, where he was martyred. Thomas was the first of the apostles to die for the faith.
Jesus invites us to draw close to him in faith and to look at his wounds. Even though we can’t touch him
physically, we can draw close to him spiritually. And we too are called to bear witness to others. Our task is to
make Christ “visible” in the world. That’s the way it was with the first disciples. Once they had seen Christ, they
felt compelled to make him known to others.
The world today is full of doubters and unbelievers. The only way they will be converted to belief is if they
can “see” Jesus and “touch” him in his followers. But if his followers have no wounds of love to show them, the
unbelievers are not likely to be convinced.
May we deserve to be numbered among those whom Jesus declared blessed, namely, “those who have not
seen and yet have believed”.
From the “New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB, Year C, Dominican Publications, Dublin, 2000, pp. 114115.

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

Please Note:
Mass on Anzac Day is 8:30am
Monday April 25, 2022

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
Wednesday
Saturday Morning

7.00 am
6.00 pm
9.00 am

HOSPITAL CALLS

[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

Please Note: Mass on Anzac Day (April 25) is at 8:30am

Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 5572 5433

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am sometimes live streamed

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
MATTHEW VINE
Principal

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598
2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hosp-Southport Parish
5510 2222

Tap & Go
You will notice a new Tap & Go machine at
the church entrance. This is a very handy
method of giving to St. Brigid’s. The machine
has been pre-set so that One tap equals $10,
two taps equals $20 and multiples thereof.
This takes care of the problem of being caught
without cash and is a great benefit to our
parish.

Sacramental Program 2022
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

1st Sunday of each month - 9.00am
1st May 2022
B

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am
Saturday at 8.30am. Sunday 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration in Church



Thursday
7.30 am
Wednesday 5.30pm followed by 6.00pm Mass

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church
Mass at Earle Haven -

{{{{{

This is an invitation to enrol your child/ children for the 2022 Sacramental Program being organised in
preparation for their reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist. This enrolment is:

9.30 am

Saturdays 8:00am & 5:15 pm

2nd Friday of Month—9.15am
Next Mass 13th May 2022

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Suzanne Lyons, Peter Doring,
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.




For children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age, but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
For children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age and have not received their
First Eucharist.

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Wednesday 22nd June 2022 at 6.00pm. and the
Sacrament of First Holy Eucharist on Sunday 28th August at 8.30am . Both Sacraments will be
celebrated at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang.
For a start parents/guardians are encouraged to attend a very important meeting scheduled for Saturday,
30th April At 10.00 am. This meeting has been added for any parents who were unable to attend the previous
meetings due to recent rain and flooding.

EASTER RAFFLE
Many thanks to everyone who supported the Raffle
and made it a success. The lucky winners are:
Jomy Matthews,

Megan Hamilton, Arlene O,

Maria Vezik, Calvin Underwood, Sally Alker,
Lisa Cary, Nheng Mariano and An Boc .
The Raffle raised $3137.55 which will go towards the
maintenance and upkeep of the parish & surrounds.

Nerang Conference in the last month of March had referrals on 26 different occasions to various people requiring assistance. The delivery of grocery food parcels in addition to fruit and vegetables was the principle help requested. Some
help was also provided for rental accommodation payments and also requests for unit furniture was answered. An additional Two (2) ladies attended our last conference meeting and are in the process of becoming new members which is
wonderful news.
Regular food donations positioned at the back of the church would be greatly appreciated.
We can be contacted on 0410 578 572 (Bob)
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of
life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. This will
be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries,
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the
State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

Divine Mercy Sunday

Please come and join us at the Marian Valley on
24.04.2022 for Divine Mercy Sunday on this day
Holy Hour 10.00 am Followed by the mass at 11.00
am and Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3.00 pm. The bus
will be picking up at 8.15 am on both days at the
Sacred Heart Church Clear Island Waters.. Cost for
the bus is $22.00 return for each trip.. You can
secure your seat with contact name and phone number with
Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260,
Madeleine on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573,

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Kingsley Tattersall, Alfred Myles and
Zahlee Cowling who are being baptised this weekend. We pray that they will grow in grace and
wisdom and abound with the love of God all
through life. We pray for their families and Godparents.

