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First Sunday of Lent Yr A – 26th February 2023 
 

First Reading    Gen 2:7-9; 3:1-7    A reading from the book of Genesis 

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus 
man became a living being. 

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he put the man he had fashioned. The 
Lord God caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of 
life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden. 

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did 
God really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We 
may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You 
must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! 
God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good 
and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the 
knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that they were naked. 
So they sewed fig-leaves together to make themselves loin-cloths.  

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 50:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. see v.3 

(R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 

Second Reading    Rom 5:12-19    A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole 
human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was 
no law and so no one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Mo-
ses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through 
one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus 
Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s 
sin: for after one single fall came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls comes grace 
with its verdict of acquittal.  If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence of one man’s 
fall, it is even more certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free 
gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on eve-
ryone, so the good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedi-
ence many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 

Gospel    Mt 4:1-11    A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty 
nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says: 

Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of 
God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says: 

He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot 
against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:    You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splen-
dour. ‘I will give you all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! 
For scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’ 
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 
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                                                                                                “Christ in the Wilderness” by Ivan Kramskoi  1872 

In Lent the readings are especially carefully chosen. The first readings work through the history of salvation,  
starting with the story of un-salvation, which makes it all necessary, the Fall of Adam and Eve. Presented in the 
form of a historical story, this is not really history of what happened long ago to the first Man (Adam means  
generically ‘Man’) and Woman. Rather it is an analysis of what happens to us every day, an image of how sin  
happens: we are subtly tempted to go against what we know are the divine commandments for life. Look at the way 
the serpent flatters Eve to make her pleased with herself and so fall all the easier! We fall, come to our senses and 
find ourselves naked and defenceless. Even so, God does not desert the creatures whom he loves. He comes to their 
aid, to help them over the worst: he himself sews garments for them to ease their shame, and finally – a few verses 
later – promises that evil will not eventually prevail. Other cultures have other stories of how evil comes into being, 
but only the Hebraeo-Christian story ends with the assurance that evil will be conquered, that the seed of the  
Woman will crush the head of the serpent. 
 
 
By putting this scene of the testing of Jesus at the beginning of Lent, the Church shows that it sees Lent as a period 
of testing. Matthew sees this moment as the testing of God’s Son, as the People of God Israel – God’s son, whom he 
brought out of Egypt into the desert – was tested for forty years. We may also see it as the time when Jesus reflected 
on the mode of his mission. His mission was to bring the Kingship of God to a new realisation: how should he do 
this? The Tempter suggests false ways, which Jesus rejects, one after another, each time with a word from scripture, 
the Word of God. He rejects the idea of the Messiah merely producing the luxury of the plenteous messianic  
banquet (stones into food). He rejects the idea of a startling personal miracle which none could gainsay (the leap 
from the Temple). He rejects the suggestion of entering into league with the Tempter’s own values of pride and  
dominion (rule over the world). At the same time Jesus shows himself to be the Second Moses, the founder of a new 
People of God: like Moses, he spends forty days and forty nights fasting; like Moses he is taken up onto a high  
mountain, from where he can see not merely all the territory of the Holy Land, but all the kingdoms of the earth.   Refection 
from Fr Henry Ivansbrough, OSB. 
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 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 
 
 

[[  
 

St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 

   
 

 
SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  MATTHEW VINE 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass   

    

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday       7.00 am 

Wednesday           6.00 pm  

Saturday Morning         9.00 am 
 

            
    

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil       6.00 pm   

Sunday        8.30 am  sometimes live streamed 
                                                                
       

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont       1st Sunday of each month  -  9.00am  
Next Mass at St John’s       5th March 2023 
 

          B 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  Friday  at  6.30 am          

Saturday  at  8.30am.   Sunday 8.00am 
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday     7.30 am 

Adoration   in Church    Wednesday 5.30pm followed by 6.00pm Mass   
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday    9.30 am  
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    {{{{{ Saturdays  8:15am  &  5:15 pm  and 
                                                                        Wednesday  5:15 pm 
 

Mass at  Earle Haven  -    To be advised      9:15am 

 
 

  

Stations of the Cross 

Each Friday during Lent 

6:00pm 

 

HOSPITAL CALLS 

Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish  5576 6466            
Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish  5572 5433    

John Flynn Hosp -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish  5598 2165      
University & Gold Coast PrivHosp-Southport Parish      
5510 2222 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:                               
 
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:    Lenette Evans,  John Carney                                                                                          
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes. 

                 

BAPTISM PRAYERS   
  

 

  We pray for Luna Marie Petrie  who is  being 

baptised this week.  We pray she will grow  in 

grace and wisdom and abound with the love of 

God all through life.  We pray for her family and 

Godparents.   

We here at St  Brigid’s  Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND  ADHERE TO 

THE  REQUIREMENTS OF THE  PRIVACY ACT & THE  

AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY  PRINCIPLES. The Privacy  Act  

impacts upon us all today and if you wish to  peruse the  

Compliance  Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the 

Archdiocesan Website    www.bne.catholic.net.au.  

The Policy is  on our website 

 

THE SHRINE OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
MARIAN VALLEY MASS TIMES 
 

Weekday Mass is at 9.00 am Monday to Friday 
Saturday Mass time is 11.00am         Sunday Mass times 11.00am and 4.00pm 

Tap & Go 
You will notice a new Tap & Go machine at the 
church entrance.  This  is a very handy method of 
giving to St. Brigid’s.  The machine has been pre-
set so that One tap equals $10, two taps equals 
$20 and multiples thereof.  This takes care of the 
problem of being caught without cash and is a 
great benefit to our parish.  Please use before or 
after Mass, not during.   

  

 

  

       ARCHDIOCESE 
         OF BRISBANE 

 
Safeguarding Commitment The Archdiocese 
has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safe-
guarding everyone involved in its activities, ministries and ser-
vices. The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is 
paramount.  

  

Let us work together to  
rebuild, restore &  

revitalize our beautiful parish.  
 

  

STOPline 
If you think it’s wrong...report it.        STOPline is an 
independent service that receives information about 
suspected abuse, harm and other serious misconduct 
by workers (including priests, religious, employees, 
educators, practitioners, support workers and volun-
teers).       Phone 1300 304 550            Email:  
AOB@stopline.com.au       Online Report:  
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com         

Do you wish to be part of St. Brigid’s  
Parish?    Please complete a Census Form  
located at the back of the church and  
return to the priest or drop on collection 
plate.    Many thanks…. 
 

 Please come and join us at the Marian Valley Church for the 
feast of Our Lady of Fatima on the 13.03.2023. The bus will 
be picking up at 8.15 am at the Sacred Heart Church Clear 
Island Waters. The Cost for the bus fare $25.00 return. You 
can secure your seat with contact name and contact phone 
number with Xavier Solomon 0404 843 260, Madeleine on 
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573,. All are welcome. 
 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Xavi-
er on 0404 843 260. 

 
 

   
Lenten Program          Held at St Brigid’s 

 
Each Monday evening 6:00pm in Lent 

 

 
 

 1st Sunday of Lent     “It is written: ‘The Lord, your 
God, shall you worship and him alone shall you 
erve.’” Matthew 4:10 

Tempted between the riches and power of this world 
and service to God, Jesus chose service to His  
Father.If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, must 
decide to turn away from worldly power and riches 
and put God at the center of our lives.Lent is our 
time to prune ourselves of earthly things, and devel-
op and nurture heavenly things.Lent is time to  
repent and let go of the other “gods” we have put 
before God.   https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/
bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections  


