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Am 8:4-7

A reading from the prophet Amos
Listen to this, you who trample on the needy and try to suppress the poor people of the country, you who say,
‘When will New Moon be over so that we can sell our corn, and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat?
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, by swindling and tampering with the scales, we can buy up the
poor for money, and the needy for a pair of sandals, and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’ The
Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob, ‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 112:1-2. 4-8. R. see vv.1. 7

(R.) Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Second Reading

1 Tm 2:1-8

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy
My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for everyone – petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially for kings and others in authority, so that we may be able to live religious and reverent
lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be saved and
reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is only one God, and there is only one mediator between God and
mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. He is the evidence of this,
sent at the appointed time, and I have been named a herald and apostle of it and – I am telling the truth and no
lie – a teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans.
In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in prayer, with no anger or argument.

Gospel Acclamation

2 Cor 8:9

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 16:1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There was a rich man and he had a steward who was denounced to him for being
wasteful with his property. He called for the man and said, “What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are not to be my steward any longer.” Then the steward said to himself,
“Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when I am dismissed from office there
will be some to welcome me into their homes.”
‘Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, “How much do you owe my master?” “One
hundred measures of oil,” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond; sit down straight away and
write fifty.” To another he said, “And you, sir, how much do you owe?” “One hundred measures of wheat,” was
the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond and write eighty.”
‘The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the children of this world are more astute in
dealing with their own kind than are the children of light.
‘And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you,
they will welcome you into the tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things can be trusted in great;
the man who is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, that
tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if you cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will
give you what is your very own?
‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first with
respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.’
‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first with
respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.’
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ
In today’s gospel reading, Christ Jesus presents us with the Parable of the Dishonest (or Crafty) Steward. In this parable,
Jesus not only compares us with stewards entrusted with their master’s business but teaches us to be prudent and
responsible with this assigned business. As we are stewards for God’s creation and blessings, he teaches us to be proactive
in using things entrusted to us to plan for our future, especially for eternal life, so that whenever we are dismissed from
our God-given business here on earth (at death), we will be admitted into heaven.
The story is about a rich man who received a report of his steward “being wasteful with his property”. He called the
steward and told him to prepare his account because he was going to be fired. The steward came to his senses and
imagined what would happen after he was dismissed from his job. How was he going to survive? He thought of different
options and then decided to win the favour of his master’s debtors by reducing their debts - telling them to pay less. His
master, aware of what he was doing, “praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the children of this world”
Jesus added, “are more astute in dealing with their own kind than are the children of light”.
While I am generally not comfortable making distinctions between one group of peoples and another, I still agree there is
a distinction between the children of the world and the children of light: the distinguishing factor being the behaviour
arising from the intention-for-living of the people in each group. The first set live only for this earthly life and the other
live for here and hereafter. Jesus says that the former is more astute than the later in “dealing with their own kind”.
Sometimes we Christians show more love to non-Christians than we do to fellow Christians, especially, to persecuted
Christians around the world. I am not saying we shouldn’t show greater love to non-Christians but sometimes we neglect
to show the same love to our Church members and fellow Christians. The persecution of Christians doesn’t draw as much
sympathy as does the persecution of other faith groups. We need to be bountifully generous towards all, especially toward
the poor and needy of our kind (see Gal. 6:9-10).
Jesus tells us to “use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will
welcome you into the tents of eternity”. Money here can stand for every human possession: time, talents and treasures.
The Master in the parable who represents God, will always call us to render account of our stewardship. Think how
wasteful people can be with God’s love, blessings, graces and mercies; with God’s gift of time, talent and treasures. Are
we not sometimes, like the dishonest steward who was reported as being wasteful of his master’s wealth? The holy father,
Pope Francis has addressed this issue reminding the whole world of our responsibility to care for our world and for the
poor and the less privileged in his encyclical Laudato Si.
This parable also teaches us to be generous with what we have. The rich man praised the dishonest steward for his prudence in using the virtue of generosity as a strategy for keeping himself afloat after he had been dismissed from his job
because of dishonesty. The importance of being generous for heaven’s sake is, for me, the theme of the three readings. In
the first reading, the prophet Amos tells us that God is not happy when instead of being generous to the poor and needy,
people take advantage of their poor and needy situation to rip them off of their few possessions and plunge them into
servitude. One thing for sure, as the reading concludes, is that God “will never forget a single thing” anybody has done to
the poor and the needy – whether good or bad (see also Hebrews 6:10). We have to be generous also with our prayers.
That is what St Paul is emphasising in the second reading: praying for everybody, especially for our rulers and those in
authority, so that “everyone (will) be saved and reach full knowledge of the truth”. That is what God wants. If we do, he
will praise us, despite our frequent wastefulness and dishonesty. We can’t claim to be perfect. Can we?
The rich man in today’s parable, just like the father of the prodigal son who did not blame the prodigal son for being
senseless and wasteful, was shown by Jesus as being extravagant with his love and wealth. He did not condemn the
steward’s generosity but praised him for thinking of survival after he was dismissed. Faced with the impending danger of
proximate deprivation and eventual death, both the prodigal son and this steward had a rethink and took steps to ensure
their continuous survival – that for us is eternal survival in God’s heavenly family.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass

Coming: New Parish Pastoral Council For St Brigid’s Parish

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

After much consultations and considerations, and based on the suggestions of the Episcopal Council and
those of some parishioners, I have decided to start the process of establishing a new Parish Pastoral Council
for St Brigid’s Parish, Nerang. A Nomination (Recommendation) Form have been provided for Parishioners to recommend possible members of the Parish Pastoral Council.

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

I call for your prayers as well as your invaluable contributions and collaboration in this process. I am open to
any discussion and suggestion along this line. Remain blessed.

The next Anointing Mass will be

5th October 2019

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 27th October 2019 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Michael Ware
We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: William Pennings

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Sandra Mary Cowdroy,Kath Fisher,

ST BRIGID’S 25TH ANNIVERSAY & MULTICULTURAL DAY
On the 24th November we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Dedication of St
Brigid’s Church with Mass and a Multicultural Day. We are looking for people of all cultures
to participate with National Costumes, Dancing , Music , Singing and Food and any other
factor which is unique to your culture. Would anyone who is interested in taking part on the
day please contact the office to register so that the day can be co-ordinated. Archbishop Mark
Coleridge will be attending. Please let us celebrate all the cultures in our Parish.
BAPTISM PREPARATION The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday, 29th September 2019 at 9:45am. All parents who wish to have
their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Where: St Brigid’s Catholic Church, Nerang
When: Last Saturday of the Month
Time: 10am to 12am (Mass at 9am)
For more information: Verbum Dei Missionaries:
Sr Gabi 0478 839 990, Sr Frances 0424 777 232
Cathy 0407 567 122 Facebook: Verbum Dei Brisbane

BAPTISM PRAYERS
- We pray for Rupert
Earle McCarthy and Zali-May Bridget Woolley
who are being baptised this weekend. We
pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom
and abound with the love of God, all their
life's journey. We pray for their
families and godparents.

Jill Ford, Brenda Dale, (Baby) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Patricia Smith, Maureen & Paul Humey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing Homes.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 15th September 2019

Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking volunteers for January 2020 departure, working with disadvantaged young
people in Salesian communities throughout Cambodia, Samoa, East Timor & Solomon Islands. Applications close October 15th. Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

Remember to say as often as you can, The New Prayer for Vocations
VocationBRISBANE.com
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
POLICY

...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to
dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm
by all.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION: $

1,041.90
1,182..20

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of
the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT
& THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse
the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go
to the Archdiocesan Website:
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP - The craft group
www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.
For further information please call 1800
846643.
All are Welcome.

meets each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre.
All welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 2222

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL

Free seminars at St Brigid’s Primary School
Library. Please see Notice Board at entrance
to the Church for dates and details.

